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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Bridgetown Lot 38A.

2, Broomehill Lot 602.
Introdueed by the Minister for Works.

BILL—STATE INSURANGCE.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTIOE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—@eraldton) {4.38] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Bill has
been prepared for the purpose of simplify-
ing and improving the procedure under the
Transfer of Land Act. The present West-
ern Australian Act of 1893 was based on the
Vietorian Aot of 1890. Since then there
have been nine amending Aects in Vietoria
and eight in Western Australia. As the con-
solidation of various Acts is in progress, it
was considered desirable that before the
Transfer of T.and Aet was consolidated, it
should be brought up to date and amended
in direetions that experience in this and other
States has shown to he desirable, In the
other States as well, the Transfer of Land
Acts have heen based on the original Tor-
rens Act that was broucht into foree in
South Australia about 50 or 60 vears ago.
Owing to the passing of that legislation.
transactions in respect of land are more
eagily accomplished in Australia than else-
where throughout the world. Tn faot, it
eansed rather a revolution in connection with
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land titles. The Act made dealings under that
heading mueh more simple and really en-
abled them to be coped with without trouble.
Instead of having to go to all the trouble
that was experienced formerly, that legisla-
tion made it merely necessary to search the
titles to ascertain the ownership of land.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It saved time
and expense.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
saved a tremendous amount of time and
quite a lot of noney. Before the passing of
the Transfer of I.and Act in this State, all
sorts of deeds, conveyances, memorials and
other legal documents had to be nssembled
and duly produced to definitely prove that
the man who desired to dispose of land was
in fact, the real owner.

Mr. Sampson: At times months were oe-
cupied in making the necessary investiga-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Often
it took longer than that. Then, again, the
absence of some document resulted in trans-
actions being held up for considerable
periods. Now the position is that each block
of land that is hrought within the scope of
the Act is registered. A lot of land in West-
ern Australin has not been brought within
the seope of the present Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
much.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: About
80 per cent. of the land already alienated
haz been brought under the Act and the
remainder has not been Jealf with in that
way. .

Mr. Sampson: Tt is very costly to bring
land under the Transfer of Land Act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
costly, but once that expenditure has been
incurred, the procedure iz so simple that it
enables transactions in land to be completed
expeditiously and satisfaeforily.

Mr. Sampson: That is a set-off against
the expenditure.

The MINTISTER FOR JUSTICE: How-
ever, the passing of the Transfer of Tand
Act made the business of dealing in land
generally much more simple. The applicant
is given a cerfifieate of title by the Registrar
of Titles nnd the person whose name ap-
pears on the title is recoonised as the owner
of the land. There is a possibility that some
people mayv have rizhts in connection with
land so registered. Tn fact, the name of some
person may he registered on the title, and
vet he may not properly he the owner of the

There i3 not
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land. To wmwet -uch instancves there was es-
tablished an assurance fund from which any-
one whese land had becen dealt with impro-
perly eonld be vompensated. If may be that
throngh some misadventure the Registrar of
Titles gave a certificate of title to a person
who should not have been registered as the
rightful owner of the partieular land af-
fected,  Subject to endorsements on the
title, the person: whose name appears on
the eertificate of title éan embark upon deals
in commnection with the land by way
of mortgage or =ale or in auy other
way he wmay desire. There are area-
gions when the eovtifieate of title does not
necessarily prove ownership, because peo-
ple may elain land hy what s known as
adverse possession. Although someone may
holit the certificate of title for a bloek of
Iand, someone clse may have acquired rights
by having been in possession of the land fox
12 years. In such ecircumstances the latter
person ¢an claim a title for the land,
and that is taken by means of the proecess
known as adverse possession.

Hon. W. J. George: But if the man whose
nmne appears on the rertificate of title has
pnild the rates during that period, the other
man eannot get the land.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: That
i= so. This procedure i< what is known as
jumping land. However. shauld there be a
hlock for which there does not appear to be
any owner, and an individual oeenpies it
for the period T have meutioned, he ean
make application for adverse possession and
hecome the reristered owner of the land.
Then, arain. muniripalities and road hoards
have power to sell Jand after a fixed merind
for the non-pavment of rates. Should that
he dene, the loeal anthorities, having sold
the land hv ymblic auction, a fresh title ean
be issued to the purchaser of that land.
That title s issued by the registrar
on a certificate from the local authority.
Even then the original owner may still pos-
sess his certifieate of title, but it wonld he
of no nse to him berause the land would have
heen forfeited for the non-payment of rates.
That man, claiming to be the owner of the
Jand, may endeavour to sell it tn someone
elze, hut anyone desirous of purchasing land
should eonsider other things hesides the eer-
tificate of title. After all the title is only
a duplicate. An intending purchaser should
search the Titles Office and if the search dis-
closed that the man was in faet not the
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owner of the land or that the land had been
sold for non-payment of rates, the intending
purchaser would know the position and
could aet accordingly. Titles are also sub-
jeet to eascments which, while leaving the
owner in possession of the land, give other
people rights of way over the land, or right
to light, or rights of profit, as they are
termed, namely, the right to obtain water,
cut. timher, or quarry stone, ete. What are
known as vestrietive covenants also exist,
sueh as the prohibition of bnildings, noxious
trades, hotels, ete. 1f the land is subject to
a restrietion called a restrictive covenant,
it must nof be used for any of the purposcs
prohibited under the covenant.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Like Roe-street.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
There could be a restrictive covenant in re-
speet of buildings to be erected on certain
land. An owner may sell a portion of his
Jand subject (o a restriciive covenant against
the purchaser not fo erect a hotel on it
That applies to some of the Crown lands.
In certain towns, lots are sold and the tities
stipulate that the bloeks are not to be nsed
for the crection of hotels. FExperience has
shown that many modifications are reguired
for the more efficient working of the Act.
The Bill is technical but it has been thor-
oughly considered as regards the require-
ments of owners, purchasers, and the simpli-
fieation of procedure in the Titles Office,
while in other direetions it will give a clearer
titte and menerally prove beneficial in deal-
ings with land either by sale, lease, mort-
gage or caveal, At present it is not eom-
pulsory to vegister easements, rights of way,
or profits, althongh they may be in existence.
A man may own a block of land and some-
one clse may have right of way over it ob-
tained from vears of nsagze, or for some other
reason, and it is not compulsory to reister
such a right. A hona fide purchaser may
acquire the land in all gnod faith and he
may discover afterwards that other penple
have rights over it of which he was unaware.
The certificate of title, therefore, is not a
¢lear title and probably such land would
not he worth the money paid for it. A cer-
tifieate of title does not necessarilv have to
disclose existing easements. The Bill pro-
vides that easements, profits, or leases of
a duration of three vears and upwards shall
he registered.  Intending purchasers will
then know exactly the position. A certifi-
cate of title is supposed to give a clean title
and vet such emeumbrances may exist and
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freople may know nothing of them. We are
giving people at least 12 monthy’ notice to
register any rights they have in land. It
is proposed that people who have not regis-
tered any right they have in property by
the 31st December of nexi year will have
no claim against the owner. They may have
a claim against the original owner, but they
would not have a claim against an owner
who in the interim had bought the land cn
the certificate of title.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is the law

now, .
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
A man may buy 2 block of land and the faet
that a water right or other right exists may
not appear on the title. After the transac-
tion has been completed the purchaser finds
that some other person has rights over the
property.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: An agreement
or lease of over three years must be shown.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Regarding adverse possession, which means
what is colloquially known as jumping land
it is proposed that claimants shall proteet
themselves by caveat, and they will be allowed
until the end of next year to do so. Any
person having rights over land should lodge
a caveat and have it endorsed on the title
that a caveat exists. It is proposed that if
anyone having rights of any deseription over
land, parficularly in regerd to adverse pes-
session, does nof protect his interests by the
end of next year, while those rights may he
conserved against the original owner, they
will not be eomserved against someone who
has bought the land in good faith. If a
man produces a clean eertificate of title and
other people with rights have not proteeted
their interests, such interests will not bhe
recognised and will not hold good against
a new owner. Consequently people then
will not be buying a pig in a poke as ng
present.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is the Jaw
now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ne.
The Solicitor General, the draftsman and the
Commissioner of Titles say that those things
are not clearly stipulated at present.

Mzr. Themson: T thought that when a man
was giving a transfer he had to stipulate
all encumbrances.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
but those encumbrances may not be known
to people. They cannot he known unless
they are endorsed on ihe title or protected
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by caveat. Iailing a caveat, a bona fide
purchaser after the end of next year will
know that the land cannot be affected by
adverse possession. That is the law in South
Australia, but it has been modified to the
exten! that the adverse possessor’s title is
good as against the registered possessor at
the date of acguirement. Provisions from
Victoria and New South Wales will enable
easements to be removed from fitles
on proof that they have been aban-
doned or have ceased to exist. in
Victoria and New South Wales, when
it is proved that casements have ceased
to exist, they may be removed frow
the title and a elean certificate of title may
be issued.

Mr. Thomson: So long as they remain on
the title, they can be claimed?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICKE : Yes.
Under our law no power is given fo the
(ommissioner of Titles to remove such
tasements. A man may have a block ot
land on which is a building with a wall
common to that building and the building
ou the adjoining block. The iwo buildings
may be pulled down and yet the easement
may still remain on the title. It is desired
that the Commissioner of Titles shall have
power to remove easemenis from the title
when it is shown that they have ceased iv
exist, so that the title may not be encum-
bered in any way. I’rovigion is ulso made
{or restrictive covenants to be discharged.
1 explained earlier what was meant by
restriclive covenants. They are restrictions
un the use lo which certain land may be
put. Although no one may desire a restric-
tion to continue, there is no power for the
Commissioner of Titles to remove it. A
man having a section of land might cat it
into five or six blocks which he leaves Lo
Your or five of his children. He may im-
pose a restriction that nothing but brick
liouses ghall be built or that the land shall
1ot be used for gardening, factory or cer-
tain other purposes. Someone else may
acquire all the blocks, but while the restrie-
tive covenant remains it is difficult to deal
with the land because a clean certifieate of
title cannot be given. When it can he
proved that restrictive ceovenants have
veased to exist, the Commissioner of Titles
should have power to remove them, and
give a clean certificate of title, thus per-
mitting the land to be dealt with in the
ordinary way. At present uncertainty
exists regarding the rights of persons who
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have vbtained judgwents agaiust registered
proprietors. The proposed amendments
oeal with the respective rights and duties
of the execution ecreditor, the registered
provrietor and persons entitled to un-
registered interests. For simplification
in office working and convenience of
iand owners, it is proposed to have separate
morigage and charge registers, tbus doing
away with a vast pumber of entries now
necessary on certificates of title. A man
might have a mortgage on a bloek of land
on which is erected n bunilding. He might
sublet it or give a second and third mort-
gage. All those transactions have to appear
on the original certificate of title and th2
entries pile up. While the first mortgzage
will appear as an encumbrance on the
certificate of title, any further dealings in
the land will be vecorded in the register
dealing wifk mortgages. The same pro-
cedure will apply to any charge. “Charge”
is nsed in the sense of an annual payment
paysable te some person for a term of years,
or for life, and charged on the land like a
mortgage. A man on dying may leave his
land in trust for his widow, subject to Ler
receiving an annouily of perhaps £200, £300
or £400 a year. 1t is proposed o record
such eharges in a register instead of on the
t{itle. Provision iz made that mortgages,
leases and other instruments shall be in
duplicate, as is the case with certifieates
of title. Then no dealing will be vegistered
unless the duplicate held by the owner
produced and is filed.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: 11 will be 8
gnod deal more costly for some people.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not think so. At present, when transac-
tions of the kind are going through the
Titles Office, the mortgage and second
nortgage have to be produeed and regis-
tered, and particulars have to be endorsed
on the certificate of title. There is no
necessity for all that. The owner of land
it not concerned what a lessee does with
it so long as the lessee does not infringe
o restrietive covenant. So long as the
owner's rights are preserved, he is not con-
cerned with what a lessez does. Yet all
thiose transactions are now endorsed on the
original certificate of title. In regard to
{rown grants, after the expiration of the
time for conditional purchase, it is often
found that owing to difficulties of survey
and other questions, the Lands Department
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are not ready to issue a title.  What is
known as a permit to ocenpy is given in
pluce of the title, until the proper Crown
zrant ean be issued. On these “permits to
veeupy” are endorsed any dealings that
may have taken place in regard to the
partieular bloek of land, bui the law says
tnal when the Crown grant is duoe, all the
detalls, notwithstanding that they may
have been discharged and finished with,
nave to be endorsed on the Crown granis
when issued. 1t is sought by this amend-
ment Lo provide that if these dealings oceur
during the {ime when the permit to oceupy
18 held by the owner, when the Crown grant
i issued, and these transactions are fin-
ished with, they shall not be endorsed on
fhe baek of the litle. In other words it
will not be necessary to endorse these
transaciions as is done at present. Pro-
vision is made for the issue of special
tenges and mortgages in lien of a dueplicate
that may bhave been lost or destroyed.
Frmproved measures arve provided Lor ealling
in duplicates of certificates of title, where
they have to be rectified, cancelled, or deal-
mgs bave to be registered thereon. The
sresent procedure is, for a person neglect-
ing to obey the requisition, to be snmmoned
to show cause, but the disregard of the
order of the court is not gpecifically dealt
with. The new procedure provides that
any person disobeying the order of the
court may be eommitted. Power is also given
to the Commissioner to have the amount
slue on any mortgage, when a foreclosure
application is made, determined by the
Master of the Supreme Court. At present
when people own land the subject of a
mortgage, there is often a disagreement as
to the rights and charges, and the amount
due to various individuals cornected with the
deal. Tt is now sought to give power to
the Commissioner, not to give the daeision
himself, but to refer the matter to the Mas-
ter of the Supreme Court, who will say,
from the documents placed before him, how
much money each person is entitled to re-
ceive with respeet to the deal. Provision
is made with regard to eaveats. The Trans-
for of Land Aect says that there ean be only
one caveat on land in regard to one deal
If the original owner has, say, a property
worth £20,000, and desires to sell a small
portion of it for £300 or £400, and bas a
mortgage upon it of £10,000 to some other
individnal who is quite satisfied that the
owner should sell a portion of the bloek, at
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present the caveat must be taken off before
he can dispose of a moiety of the land, and
it is not possible to put the caveat back.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That law is
an ass,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
silly., DProvision is now being made where-
by, it the caveator is willing to allow any
deal of that kind to go through, the
caveat will not be taken off; conseqnently, it
¢an remain instead of, as at present, being
voided altogether. 1t is proposed fa have
three registers instend of one, that is, ome
for certificates of titles, one for mortgages,
and one for easements, profits, covenants,
ete. This will obviate the necessity for a
vast nunber of entries on the certificate of
title relating to subsequent dealings with
the mortpagee, ete., after the first registra-
tion thereof on the certificate of title, Fur-
thermove, the number of competent wit-
nesses to the evecution of documents ig en-
larged, and power is given to the Governor
to still further enlarge it. As regards ad-
verse possession, a middle course is pro-
posed. In South Australia the adverse pos-
sessor obtains no title, no matter how long
he remains in adverse possession. In West-
ern Australia he can obtain a eomplete
title. @i is proposed to support adverse pos-
session as against the registered proprietor
during the peried of adverse possession, but
to leave the certificate of title free from the
adverse possession as regards any person
buying the land in good faith. The ad-
verse possessor is therefore bound fo make
good his claim in the period mentioned, or
run the risk of loss should the owner sell
durinz sueli period. The Bill, while it does
not deal with any great prineciple, requires
very eareful con<ideration. It has heen
put ap for the purpose of simplifying deal-
jngs in land. T is not a matter of Govern-
ment or party policy.

Houn. Sir James Mitchell: Nothing to do
with it. 1 shonld say.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1t
merely simplifies the law. Legal people who
are interested in this partienlar part of the
law mayv find something in the Bill with
which they do not agree, and something
which they think should not be amended. In
those eircumstances, I do not want to hurry
the passage of the Bill, and am prepared to
agree to a reasonable adjournment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Say till next
Tuesday.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: If it
is thought desirable, we might have a seleet
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committee appointed to deal with it. I
think, however, after the Bill is perused,
and after the memorandum which is printed
in connection with it, and which exzplains
eaeh clause, is also perused, the Bill will
be generally understood. No doubt the
memorandum is as technieal as the Bill.
Those people who are used to dealing in
land will, however, soon acquire a know-
ledge of the proposed amendments, and will
not, I think, find it very bard te understand
the efiect of the proposed alterations in the
law. { do not claim to be an expert in
matters appertaining to land transfers, but
1 feel, atter studying the Bill and the ac-
companying memorandum, apd comparing
it with the original Act, that I have a good
grip of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tet us eross-
examine you.

The MINISTER TFOR JUSTICE: In
Committee I shall be prepared to suffer a
bombardment of eross-examination. In view
of my explanation of the Bill, and the
memorandum, it should not be difficult for
membars to understand the proposed
changes.

Hoan. Sir James Mitchell: That will be
something new,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not suppose that any people except those
interested in these particular malters will
bother much about the Bill. The law will
be simplified and improved, and generally
brought up to date. That will be an ad-
vantage to all concerned. Qur Transfer of
Land Act will be econsolidated by these
amendments, and the various laws that have
been passed during the last 35 years on
this question will be hrought together, This
will be of considerable advantage. Tt is no
use ronsolidating the Transfer of Land Aects
withont first making amendments that are
desirable.

Mr. Thomson: The suggestion of a seleet
commitiee is a good one.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All 1
wish to ensure is that there shall be a gen.
eral understanding of the proposed amend-
meats, so that everyone will realise how it
is intended to amend the law.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tt is purely a
fegal matter.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know what a select commiitee composed
of laymen of this House could do in the
matter.

Mr. Thomson: The evidence they would
get would be the important factor.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Now
that this amendment has been bropght down
it will be the function of those who do busi-
ness in land transfer and deal in land gener-
ally to get a copy of the Bill and the mem-
orandum that will also be available. After
the explanation I have given, I think every-
one interested will have a general ides of
what it is desired to do in this direction.
If there is anything wrong with the Bill,
T shall be quite prepared to have the various
points diseussed in Committee.

Mr. Thomson: Will this make the pre-
cedure more costly?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No;
it will simplify the law and give greater
security to those who buy land in good faith
on the evidence on the certificate of title.
The Rill will provide sufficient proof to
the purchaser that he has a clear title
on the purchase of land. The Leader
of the Opposition says he would like
the matter to be adjourned for a week.
If at the expiration of that period it is
desired to appoint a select commitiee, I
shall not offer any objeetion. If, how-
ever, it is found that members are in
a position to deal with the Bill, and the
Leader of the Opposition is prepared to
go on with it, we might as well proceed
to put the Bill through. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX

Council’s Pressed Request—Speaker’s
Ruling.

Message from the Council notifying the
Assembly that it pressel its requested
amendment, now eonsidered:

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder) [5.12]: T move—

That Mr, Speaker do now leave the Chair,
and the House resolve itgelf into a Committee
of the Whole for the purpose of considering
this Message.

P. Collier—

MR. SPEAKER [5.13]: I am sorry I shall
have to detain the House for a while, be-
eause I cannot accept the motion moved by
the Premier, on the ground that it is il-
legal, T trust the Chamber will indulge
me while I make the position perfectly
clear. I want members to know that we are
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dealing with a tazation Bill, a money Bill,
a Bill that the Legislative Council by law
eannot amend., It is not & new creation,
it is not some imposition of the past few
years, that limits the Council in its aetions
in this respect. It is almost as old as con-
stitutional history. To enable members to
follow my reasoning I trust they will bear
with me whilst I read from one or two eon-
stitutional authorities. I will first quote
from “The Censtitutional History of Eng-
land” by William Stubbs, D.D., Vol. 3, page
270, as follows:—

That the Commons should have a Qdecisive
share in the bestowal of money grants had
become ginee the reign of Edward III. an ad-
mitted principle; and the observance of the
rule is illustrated by the history of every Par-
liament. In the foregoing pages the regular
votes of taxation have been noticed as they
occurred; and the decision of Heary IV. in
1407 has been referred to as recogmising the
right of the Commons to originate, and, after
it has received the assent of the Lords,
to announce the grant, gemerally on the last
day of the session. The ordinary form of the
grant expregses this; it was made by the Com-
mons with the assent of the Lords spiritual
and temporal. This particular form curiously
enough occurs firat in the grants made to
Richard [I. in 1395, the previous votes of
money having been made by the Lords and
Commons conjeintly. It was observed in 1401
and 1402, and henceforth became the consti-
tutional form.

That has existed in the Mother of Parlia-
ments so long as the years mentioned in
the quotation, That it is the constitutional
law of England upon the poict T refer to
stands good; and, mark you, I ean give
you a whole night’s quotation from autheri-
ties on the point. I now refer to “The
Law and Custom nf the Constitution” by
Anson—

Legislation which has for its object the
grant of public money or the imposition of
burdens- upon the taxpayer possesses some
special features which require to be specially
noticed. In the first place, such legislation is
under the entire control of the House of Com-
mons. A Bill relating to Supplies must be-
gin in the House of Commons; it is formu-
lated there, and though it needs the concur-
rence of the Lords it cannot be amended by
them on its way to receive the Royral assent.

That is the law of the British Parliament.
We have inherited that law. This battle
has been fought here again and again. This
Chamber is the responsible Chamber. This
Chamber elects or approves of Ministries,
dismisses Ministries, and forms new ones.
This Chamber takes all the responsibility.
The other Chamber proverbially is a House
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of review and takes no respensibility. It
cannot eleet a Ministry. That Chamber
cannot be held in that respect to be a House
responsible to the people. This is not a
matter of our Standing Orders. If it were,
we could vary them and alter them from
week to week if we were foolish enough.
But this is 2 matter of law itself. It is
so importeat that the {ramers of our
original Constitution, endorsed of course
by the British Parliament itself, laid it
down as an unalterable principle in gov-
ernance, in the control of the purse. This
House alone is responsible. But by some
slight amendment, shall I say, or out of a
desire of courtesy to the other Chamber,
but never altering the real principle, the
Sonth Australian Parliament, and also the
Federal Parliament—which latter, by the
way, is not on all fours with the Legis-
lative Assembly «nd the Legislative Coun-
cil here—granted some concession to the
Council and the Senate respectively. That
concession, so often quoted in other places,
gave the other Chamber, not the power
to amend, not the power to alter, but
simply power to make a request—a re-
quest that this Chamber would alter.
No more than that. "We have had many
troubles in this very Chamber in that re-
speet, and I have had the pleasure of par-
ticipating in some of them; but the matter
culminated in 1921, when a8 measure was
passed making an amendment to the original
Constitution Act. Now, here is reaffirmed,
if it were necessary, that the Legislative
Couneil may not amend Loan Bills, or Bills
imposing taxation, or Bills appropriating
revenue or moncys for the ordinary annnal
services. The Legislative Council may not
amend any Bill so as to increase any pro-
posed charge or burden on the people. The
special point to which I now desire o direct
the attention of hon. members is Subsection
4 of Section 46 of the Constitution Act—
The Legislative Council may at any stage
return  fo the Legislative Assembly any Bill
which the Legislative Council may not amend,
requesting by message the omission or amend-
ment of any item or provision therein, pro-

vided that any such request does not inerease
any proposed charge or burden on the people.

And next we have—

The Legislative Assembly may, if it think
fit, make such omissions or amendments with
or without modifications.

That is a distinct statement and expression
of the law. Tt has an authority entirely he-
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yond all our Standing Orders. Without a
separate Aet of Parliament receiving the
Royal assent, we could not set aside the
section I have just read. And observe that
the whole of the power given there is to
make a request—nothing more. The Legis-
lative Council may not amend, but it may
request by message omissions and altera-
tions, suggesting amendments for us to
make. The Legislative Council has—I re-
gret to have to mention this, and I trust I
do not say it in any disparaging sense—made
its own Standing Ovrders, and No. 237 of
the Standing Orders of Lhe Legislative
Couneil says—

The Committee shall be empowered to re-
commend the Council to make, press, modify,

and generally to deal with the requests on tha
Bill.

I do not think I need tell hon. members
that the T.egislative Counecil’s Standing
Orders govern that body, and that body
alone. They cannot affect the conduct of
this Chamber. We can take, I respectfully
submit, no pressing. Pressing is not allowed,
not mentioned, not suggested, under the
words I have read from the Constitution
Aet. On this aspeet I would like to make
just a slight reference to Broome's “Legal
Maxims,” page 505—
Expressio uwnivg exelusio alterius,

Interpreted, “The express mention of one
thing implies the exelusion of another.”
Broome is particularly pointed in drawing
our attention, on page 514, to the faet
that— '

A statute, it has been said, is to be so con-
atrued, if possible, as to give sense and mean-
ing teo every part; and no maxim waa
ever more applicable when applied to the in-
terpretation of a statute than the expression
‘‘Expressio unius exclugio alterius.’’

I hope to apply that rule of law to the read-
ing of Subseetion 4 of Section 46 of our
Constitution Aet. No power exists to press
or to earry a matter further than a mere
request. As many requests as you like;
bat no pressing of a request, for to press is,
in effect, & more conrteous way of insisting.
To press a request on a money Bill is to
treat a money Bill precisely as all other Billg
are treated. Now, as everyone knows,
money Bills are a special exception to the
general treatment of Bills, for the reasona
I have stated. Owing to the way matters
have been conducted in the Federal Parlia-
ment, the point has reeeived the considera-
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tion of Quick and Garran in their “Anno-
tated Censtituwiion of the Australian Com-
mouwealth.”  They speak of sugpgested
amendments, and give some preiiminary
illustrations, and then proceed—

On the other hand, in the case of a Bill
which the Senale may not amend——

And that 1s our case—

the House of Represcntatives aloue is responsi-
bte for the form of the measure. The Senate can-
not strike out or alter a word of it, but can
only suggest that the House of Representatives
should do se. If ihat House declines to make
th: suggested amendment, the Senate is face
to face with the responsibility of either pass-
ing the Biil as it stands or rejecting it alto-
gether. It eannot shelve that responsibility
by insisting—

1 put it, pressing—

ingisting on its suggestion, because there is
nothing on which to insist. A House which
can mike an amendment can insist on the
amendment which it has made, but a House
which can only request the other House to make
amendments cannot imsist upen anything, If
itg request is not eomplied with, it can rejeet
the Bill or shelve it, but it must take the fuli
responsibility of its action. This provision,
thercfore, is intended to deciare the consti-
tutional principles: (1) That the House of
Raprescntatives is solely responsible for the
form of money Bills to which the section re-
lntes. (2) That the Senate may request alter-
ations in any sueh RBill. (3) That if such
request is not complied with, the Senate must
take the full responsibility of aeeepting or
rejecting the Bill as it stands.

I take that to be sound Jaw upon this ques-
tion; and this case under my consideration
heing on all-fours—that is to say, a money
Bill, a Bill the Council cannot amend. hav-
ing been considered by the other place and
a request sent by message, that message hav-
ing been considered and the Bill returned—
the power given under onr Constitution Act
is exhansted. They ean go no further: on
(hem now is the responsibility either of ae-
eepting the Bill or of rejecting it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [5.30]: In view of your ruling,
Sir, 1 move—

That the following message be sent to the
Council:—** With reference to Message No.
13 from the Legislative Council dealing with
the Tand Tax and Income Tax Bill, the Hon.
the Speaker has ruled affirming the illegality
of further consideration of the request made
by the Couneil. The Bill is therefore returned
‘herewith, and the concurrence of the Legisla-
tive Council desired therein.”’
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HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham} [5.31): 1n this we are departing from
a custom that has obtained for many years.
It has heen objected to by you, Sir, and by
others on many occasions, but it seems to
me that before we depart from it we shoull
recolicet that it has served us well. What-
ever we may say about the law, we are en-
titled to make our own laws more or less,
and we have our own Standing Orders gov-
erning the pesition.

The Minister for Justice: Standing Or-
ders eannot alter the Constitution,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, hui
Parliament can. Under this departure pro-
balbily we shall be just where we were, ex-
cept that the Bill will be rejected. If we
ugree with vour ruling, Sir, it will mean
that the other House will merely rejeet such
measures in futore.

Mr. Panton: Let them rejeet, and take the
responsibility of their action.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But we
ask them to comeur in our Bills. If they
reject such a measure, what is to become of
the Premier’s {axation proposals? I know
the hon. member has been a member of an-
other place.

Mr. Panton: That is not to be counted
againsgt me, surely!

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
is very much in the hon. member’s favour.
When the hon. member came down here frowa
there he was altogether a better man than
be is to-day, if only heeause he then sat in
Opposition. At any rate, if your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, is accepted, and if Bills can
only be cither approved or rejected by an-
other place——

The Premier: Money Bills only.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
there are a few on the border line. If mem-
bers think the minority should have no pro-
tection, that what the Government say on all
taxation measures should go, of course one
ean understand it. The Government would
always like to bhe in that position. But an-
other plaee have responsibilities.  Under
the ruling, in fature they are only to take
the respopsibility of saying “yes” or “no”
to a Bill. T know what wounld happen if
my friends were in another place,  They
would not hesitate to take the responsibility
of rejecting measures, even to the inconven-
icnee of the Government and of the coun-
try. I do not know why the method that has
obtained in the past should not continue.
Under the Constitution we can make it fit
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what seems to be the reasonable requirements
of this situation, although a diffienlt one.

The Minister for Justice; It will be time
encugh when we do that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Government must take tbe responsibility. I
do not agree that it is wise to depart from
the custoru that bas obtained for so long,
especially since that eustonm is supported by
our own Standing Orders.  Surely in a
matter of this sort we are in a position fo
say what should be done. In future an-
other place will bave to reject measnres in-
stead of sending them back with suggestions
for amendments.

The XMinister for Mines: They will still
be able (0 send along suggestions for amend-
ments.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are in another place men just as responsible
as are we here. They are justiied in deal-
ing with matters that we send to them, ex-
cept of eourse that they have ta follow a
preseribed course in dealing with money
Biils. [t seems to me this proposed depar-
ture will iead to far more trouble than we
have had in the past. We have not in the
past given up our right to control moncy
matiers. Another place, we are told, has
a perfect right to reject our measures. OF
course so: it could not be otherwise. Bul
what is poing to happen when a mensure
such as this is rejected? Of eonrse we shall
have opyortunity to submit an amended
measare, takingy pindance from the diseus-
gion in another place. Probably that is what
will have to be done in this instance. Tf the
26 memburs sitting on the Government side
in this House are going to say to the coun-
try, “We shall bhave this proposal and noth-
ing clse,” where shall we get to with our
legislation?

The Minister for Justice: But money Bills
and taxation proposuls are our responsi-
bility.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It secms
to me the method of the past has not worked
badly. It fits our own Constitution. I be-
lieve we have alwnys acted constitutionally
in the past and that probably we are act-
ing against our own Constitution in the pro-
posal the Premier has just made.

The Premier: No, no.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At any
rate I think so.

The Minister for Justice: You would cor-
tend that all the authorities, ineluding
Quick and Garran, are wrong$

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Sir JAMES M1PCHELL: Quick
and Garran have nothing to say about this
House. They refer to the Federal Parlia-
ment. Owr written Coustitution is one
thing, while the written Constitution of the
Commonwealth is gunite another thing,

The Premier: We have been yielding our
constitutional rights to another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think so0. It is of no use the Minister Lor
Justice saying that Quick and Garran take
up a certain atiitude. They arve dealing with
the Jederal Constitntioun.

The Minister for Justice: Qur law is just
the same.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think so. I am sorry the Premier has moved
this motion.

MR. THOMSON (Iiatanning) [5.38]: I
also am sorry that the Premier has moved
this motion. As a matter of faet the re-
quest from another plaece is only an en-
deavour to put into effect what the minority
in this Houze were desirovs of having, I
am not surprised at the yells of derision
from the Government side. How often have
we henrd from that side vells of derision be-
eause the minority in anolher place have not
been able to earry into effect what they eon-
sider desirable. When first T came to IPar-
liament T thousht we were here to arrive
at a spirit of e¢ompromisze. Another place
has exhibited a spirit of compromise. When,
Iast <egsion, this selfwame Bill was belore
Parliament, another place refused to nass
it without a confercnce. That eonference
cecupied very many hours. There we have
a precedent establishing that on a money
Bill the Ferislative Conneil are entitled to
press their requests and go to a conference.
Tn my opinion they are entitled to press the
request they have made on this oceasiun.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member dis-
puting my roling? If so, he must do it on
a specifie motion. 1t is not a4 matter of pre-
cedent, nor even of Standing Orders; it iv
a matter of the law laid down in the Con-
stitution Act. It is on that, the law alone,
that T have given my ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, but we are
dealing with the motion before the House.

Mr. Kenneally: You are dealing with the
Speaker’s ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not traverse my ruling, unless he wishes to
disagree with it.

Mr. THOMSON: Then I am afraid I
shall be reluctantly compelled to disagree
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with your ruling, if only to put my re-
marks in order. The motion moved by the
Premier is based upon the ruling given, and
@herefore we arve entitled to discuss the rul-
ing.

Hon. G. Taylor: No, ne.

Mr. THOMSOXN : Bat if we are to discuss
the motion, we must of necessity traverse
the ruling.

The Premier: There is only one way of
doing it.

Mr. THOMSON: Well then, I shall have
no alternative. 1t is distinetly laid down in
our Standing Orders that another place has
the right to ask for a eonference.

Hon. G, Taylor: No, another place does
not ask for a eonfercnce.

Mr. THOMSON: But for this ruling, the
course followed on this occasion wounld have
been the same as that taken on the previous
occasion; the Premier would have agked for
a conference with another place. But you,
Sir, have laid it down that all money Bills
require the concurrence of another place.
In the very section you have dealt with,
namely, Section 4 of the Constitution Aet
Amendment Aet of 1921, it is provided——

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member,
does he traverse my raling¥

Mr. THOMSON: I must do so to deal
with the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
deal with the motion, but must not traverse
my ruling unless he moves a specific motion
making it legitimate for all members to dis-
cuss the ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: May I have a copy of
the motion the Premier has moved?

Mr. SPEAKER: I will send you a copy.

Mr. THOMSON: We are actually deal-
ing with vour ruling, Mr. Speaker. Yom
have ruled that it is illegal to have any
farther discussion with another place with
regard to this taxation measure. The only
way in which I can discuss the matter is
to point out that, and to disagree with vour
ruling; at least I must traverse the ruling
you have given so as to advance my argu-
ments as to why we should confer with an-
other place, and why the Legislative Coun-
cil is entitled to ask the Assembly to con-
sider the gqnestion. T maintain it is not
illegal for another place to ask us to con-
gider their request. It is distinctly laid
down in the Constitution Act, 1921—

Bills appropriating revenne or moneys, or
imposing taxation, shall not originate in the
Legislative Couneil; but a Bill shall not be
taken to appropriate revenume or monmeys, or to
impoge taxation, by reason of jts only contain-
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ing provisions for the imposition or appropria-
tin of fines or other pecuniary penalties or
for the demand of payment or appropriation
of fecg for licenscs or fees for registration or
other services.

Then the Act goes on to say that the Legis-
lative Couneil may not amend Loan Bills
or Bills imposing taxation or Bills appro-
priating revenue, ete, The Legislative Coun-
¢il are not amending any Bill; they are
merely making a request.

The Minister for Mines: Pressing their
request.

Mr, THOMSON: They are entitled to
do that. )

The Minister for Mines: They are not.

Mr. THOMSON: They are not endeav-
ouring to impose an increased charge; they
are endeavouring to reduce charges. The
Constitution Act goes on to say—

The Legislative Council may at any stage
return to the Legislative Assembly any Bill

which the Legislative Council may mnot
amend

1 wish to emphasise the words “at any
stage” 1 contend therefore that our Con-
stitution does not agree with the ruling
you have given or the authorities you
have quoted. You, Mr, Speaker, have ruled
that having once submitted their request
to this House that is all the Legislative
Council can do, and that then they must
concur or take upon themselves the respon-
gibility of rejecting the mecasure. Section 4
of the Constitution Act definitely states that
the Legislative Council may, at any stage,
return to the Legislative Assembly any Biil
that the Legislative Couneil may not amend,
and that they may by message request the
owmission or amendment of any item or pro-
vision therein, provided that any such re-
quest does not increase or propose a charge
or burden upon the people. I maintain that
the Legislative Council are justified in pres-
sing for the consideration of their request.
They are asking for a relief of the burden
on the people. According to your ruling,
and to the motion before the House, if the
Legislative Assembly passes the motion—
and I have no doubt the Government, with
their majority will do so—we shall be chal-
lenging another place their right to consider
this Bill. You vourself, Sir, in ruling have
faid it dowm that all the Tegislative Couneil
can do is to request. If the Legislative As-
sembly refuses fo agree to that request the
only alternative will be for the Couneil to
concur or throw out the Bill. T regret to
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state that I cannot agree with the ruling you
have given and the authorities you have
quoted. I have no doubt, however, that the
information supplied to the House is very
vaiuable, You have gone back to ancient
days, but at the same time I contend that the
section of the Constitution Act which I have
quoted definitely gives the Legislative Coun-
cil the power “at any stage” to return to
the Legislative Assembly a Bill which the
Legislative Couneil may not amend, and may
request by message the omission or amend-
ment of any item or provision therein.

Mr. Panton: Having done that, have
they any right to press their request?

Mr., THOMSON: T contend they have
that right as has been laid down in actual
pravtice by the present Government. In
1924 the Premier, Mr., Angwin, and Mr.
Richurdson were appointed by this House to
eonfer with another place on a similar Bill
and in similar eirecumstances, I hold there-
fore that the Legislative Council on this oc-
casion are entitled to press their request.

Mr. 1. B. Johnston: Now an attempt is
being made to sandbag the Upper House.

Mr. Kenneally interjected.

Me. THOMSON: T believe in doing jus-
tice to all sections but my friend, the mem-
ber for East Perth, represents one section
only. This is a matter that affects the rights
of the people generally. Under the law of
the land we have a Legislative Couneil and
that House conducts its bosiness under cer-
tain standing orders.

My, Panton: This is not one of them.

Mr, THOMBON: T ask the hon., member
to rend Section 4 of the Constitution Aet.

Mr. Panton: T heard the Speaker’s ruling;
that is enough for me.

Mr. THOMSBON: That shows the hon.
membher’s bias. T am now discussing the rul-
ing that has been given by the Spenker and
the motion moved by the Premier.

Mr. SPEARER: The hon. member has
no right to diseuss my ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: I am discussing the
right of another place to press the amend-
ment to the Bill now before us, and I main-
tain that under Section 4 of the Constitution
Aet the Tegislative Council has every right
“at anv stage” to return to the Legislative
Agsembly any Bill. I have no desire to
move to dissent from your ruoling, Mr
Speaker, but if necessary I shall be pre-
pared to do so.

{ASSEMBLY.]

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton} [5.54]: [ eannot undertand why there
has been so much talk on this question. The
different powers possessed by the two Houses
were for many years a matter of contro-
versy, and in 1921 a Bill was passed tv
amend the Constitution. So far as my recol-
lection serves me, the amendment was in-
tended to set at rest a question that had
been troubling members for a long time, and
that question was, who was responsible for
finaneiai matters——the Legislative Assembly
or the Legislative Council. Who is respon-
sible for submitting the Estimates te Parlin-
meni and seeing that expenditure is properly
carried out? The answer is nuite clear, The
Government of the day bring forward the
Estimutes, they submit proposals for taxa-
tion, ete., and this House has the right to
deal with those questions. My views with re-
zard to the Legisiative Conncil are pretry
well known, and 1 should be sorry if any-
thing I said were to be regarded as a dis-
paragement of what I can eall an essentin
Chamber, There are times when it is neees-
sary for members of this House to assert
the rights and privileges which are conferred
upon them by the Constitution and whieh
haie been handed down to us from the
Mother of Parliaments. The position is very
clear—at least it is very clear to me—and
at the risk of repeating what another hom.
member has said I may be pardoned if 1 quote
the first message that eame to us from another
place.  “The Legislative Conneil returns
herewith a Bill intituled ‘An Aect to imposc
a land tax and an income tax’ with the re-
quest that the Legislative Assembly will make
the amendment therein as set forth in the
schedule attached.,” The Constifution Act,
1921, gave the Council the right to make such
a reiuest, but that Aet never gave the Coun-
cil the authority that they assume in their
Messuge No. 13 to press for their amend-
ment. That is what causes mne to adopt the
attitnde T am now taking. We should stand
firmly on the rights conferred upon us
though we might propoese to meet them in a
spirit of conciliation, We eannot, however,
adopt that attitude when we reccive from
the Couneil a message that is autocratie in
its wording, and a message that this House
eannot aceept.  Tf the Legislative Couneil
had asked the Assembly to meet them in
conference, it would have been all right, but
when a message that is mandatory, comes
along to us, pressing for an amendment that
has already been ronsidered and refusel.
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then I cannot see what all the talk is about.
You, Mr. Speaker, quoted rules that the
Legislative Council had made for them-
selves. I submit that the Legislative Coun-
¢il cannot make rules that are contrary to
the Constitution. If they have made such
rules. those rules are not binding on this
House and we eannot recognise them. The
(‘onstitution Aet seems to me to be very
clear, that the Legislative Council may not
amend the Bills imposing laxation. By the
message that they have sent us they are
attempting to amend the Land Tax and
Tneome Tax Bill.

The Premier : And they are insisting
upon the amendment.

Mr. Thomson: Read Section 4; they
may at any stage return a Bill.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: 1 sm not saying
whether they can do this vnce or a dozen
times. The Constitution says they may not
amend Bills imposing taxation. Very well,
then there is provision made that they may
return a Bill to the Legislative Assembly
requesting an omission or an amendment.
The Legislative Council did that and they
were quite within their rights in doing so.
Later on they said to this House, “We have
your refusal to agree to our request; now
we press it.” Therz is nothing in the Con-
stitution that gives the Upper House the
right to press anything upon this House.
1 think every member, irrespective of on
which side of the House he may sit, should
be very jealous of the privileges of this
House. He should see that we do not allow
a mandatory notice to come from anybody
not permitted by the law to exercise that
power. I regret very much indeed if
the aetion that must be taken Dby
this House, will raise tronble with the
Legislative Couneil. There are times when
me must stand together to proteet the privi-
leges of this Chamber, whick is the people’s
House.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[61]: If I may judge from the trend of
the debate, I take it there will be a division
on this question :nd I do not wish to re-
cord a silent vote. I heard you, Mr.
Speaker, read authorities to support your
reling. T do not think there was any neees-
sity for that. The Constitution Act Amend-
ment Aet of 1921 defines perfectly clearly
the position of ihe Legislative Council in
its relation to this House and money Bills.
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By no streteh of imagination lhas the Coun-
¢il any authority under the Constitution
Act to press an amendment to a money
Bill. There is no need to debate that point.
In the past I took a prominent part in this
question, and I am indeed pleased and
proud to think T have lived long enough
as o member of this Parlinment to at last
see the Assembly prepared to stand up for
its rights in opposition to the Upper House.
I would be prepared to give to the Legis-
lative Counecil all the powers and latitude
provided im the Constitution Act, but the
rembers of that Chamber are going beyond
their jurisdiction when they endeavour to
press their ideas regarding taxation upon
this Chamber. It is idle for the member
for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) to say that
the amendment sought to be pressed does
not impose a burden. The Bill is a money
Bill and the action of the Council is an in-
terference with the Government, who are
responsible to the people for the finances.
This House is supposed to hold the purse
strings; it has been merely supposition in
past years because we have allowed our
powers to be whittled away.

Mr. Sampson: You agree with the point
of view of the Couneil in thig instance?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the hon. mem-
ber has watched my career in this House,
he will know that T have never supported
the Legislative Council when that Chamber
exceeded its jurisdiction.

Mr. Thomson: You never once sup-
ported the Council; you have always op-
posed 1it!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T have supported
the members of the Legislative Couneil
when I considered it right to do so in con-
nection with ordinary Bills, but they have
no right to press an amendment of the des-
cription now before us. I hope the House
will oppose the action taken by the Couneil
and stand firm for the prineiple, despite
what the consequences may be. The blame
will be at the doors of the members of the
Legislative Council and we will demonstrate
that we will not submit to them tamely, as
we have done in the past.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 32
Noes . . .. 10
Majority for .. 22

I —_
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AYES.
Mr. Chessen Ar. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale ‘ Mr. Millington
Mr. Collier \ Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy ' alr. North
Mr. Covertey I Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningham ! Mr. Richardson
Mr. George ' Mr. Rowe
Mr, Heron ,  Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman ' Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. W. D. Johnson | Mr. Taylor
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Kennedy | Mr, A. Wansbrougb
Mr. Lambert i Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lamond " Mr, Wlthers
Mr. Lutey Mr., Wilson
Mr., Maley {Telier,)
Mr. Marshall
NOES.
Mr, Barnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Farguson Mr., S3ampson
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. H, B. Johnsion Mr, Mapn
Mr, Latbam (Teder.)
Mr. Lindasy

Question thus passed, and a message ac-
cordingly transmitted to the Counneil.

BILL-MENTAL DISEASES.
Council’'s Message.

Mesage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 2nd November; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Public Health (Hon. S. W.
Munsie, Minister).

Vote—Medical, £167,966:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
8. W. Munsie—Hannans) [6.10]: The vote
before the House is not the total vote for
the departments under my control but
merely that for the Mediecal Department.
As the Health Department is so closely
allied to the Medical Department, I propose,
instead of making fwo separate speeches,
to introduce the Estimates for both the
Health and Medical Departments in one
speech. The function of the Medical De-
partment is to provide medical attention,
medieal officers, nurses, hospitals, and so
on, for the people, and to control homes for

[ASSEMBLY.]

the aged and infirmn, During recent years
there has been a considerable inerease in
these votes, but there has also been & big
increase in the aecommodation for, and
privileges extended to, the people. In 1923
there were 54 hospitals with an aggregate
number of beds occupied totalling 940, and
costing £175,838. At the close of the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June last, there
were 77 hospitals with an average aggre-
gate of 1,187 beds occupied, and costing
£240,526 for administration and mainten-
ance. In other words, there have been in-
creases of 23 hospitals, of 247 beds oceu-
pied, and of £64,68% in additional cost.
During the year various extensions have
neen made. These included work at the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, whbere
there were established pre-natal wards, and
also accommodation for infant health cen-
tres. I will deal more fully with those
phases when I address myself to the Health
Vote. A new hogpital has been completed
at Collie. Any hon. member who had a
knowledge of the econditions that obtained
there in the past will doubtless agree that a
new hospital was wanted.

Mr, Thomson: The old one was a disgrace.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dur-
ing the first year the present Minister for
Works held office, he paid visits to Collie
and Katanning. At each place it had been
urged for some considerable time that there
was great necessity for the erection of an
up-to-date hospital. In his judgment the
Minister decided that the old hospital at
Katanning was the worse of the two then
existing institutions, and decided that the
Katanning hospital should he built first.
The faet remanins, however, that both at
Katanning and at Collie new hospitals have
been erected.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: I was
pointing out that new hospitals had re-
cently been built at Collie and Katanning.
The Minister for Works thought the old
Katanning hospital worse than that at Collic,
but I thought Collie the worse of the two.
However, both those places have new hos-
pitals and they are a credit to the distriets
conrerned. There is =till great need for
extra hospital accommodation. Hospitals
are being erceted at Pemberton and Quair-
ading, snd a hesyital ward is  being
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provided at the Old Men's Home. The pro-
vision of a hospital ward at that institution
is long overdue. The building and equip-
ment will cost in the region of £12.000, for
which money an 80-bed ward will be made
available.

Mr, Sampson: That will relieve the hos-
pitals at Perth and Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
both of them.

Mr. Sampson: Has anything been done to

provide additional quarters for the nurses.

ar the Perth Hospital!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
excellent quarters have been completed, hav.
ing a fine lectnre room attached. Additional
quarter~ have also been built at Fremantle,
and we have been able to reduce the nurses’
bour~ from 63 to 54,

Mr. Sampson: That is for day work.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Ne,
for both day and night work. During the
veur o new children's ward has been erected
at the Fremantle Hospital and it was
officially opened last Sunday. We are now
considering the erection of hospitals at
Goomalling, Fitzroy Crossing, Esperance,
Narembeen and Morawa, Extensions and
additions are in progress st Bunbury, Bus-
selton, Curnarvon, Margaret River, Merre-
din, Northam, Wagin and Wickepin. There
was not the slightest donbt that increased
accominodation was necessary at those places.

Mr. Sampson: Reverting to the question
of nurses' hours, it might be possible to
reduce them to 48.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
matter is under consideration. Another hos-
pital opened last year was the Dental Hos-
pital, Perth. That institution is filling
a long-felt want; the need for it has heen
realizsed for many years. TEven with the
opening of the institution, it is not possible
to get reeiprocity with the Eastern States
in the matter of training dentists, bul we
eonld certainly never have secured reciproe-
ity without a dental hospital. The provision
of g dentnl hospital was the first step to-
wards getting reeiprocity. It might sur-
prise some rmembers to learn that prior to
the opening of the Dental Hospital about
70 youths were apprenticed to dentista in
this State. They had paid £6,000 by way
of preminms to bhe tanght the profession,
and when they completed their training they
could practise only in Western Aunstralia. A
dental hospital was also necessary to desal
with many cases from the Perth Hosayital.
At the hospital, the honorary staff, both den-
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tists and doetors, extracted teeth, but there
were no facilities for providing new sets of
teeth. At least 20 people past middle age
and in almost indigent eireumstances have
hiad their teeth extracted at one or other of
the big public hospitals, but it was not pos-
sible to provide them with new sets of teeth.
Now, however, they can go to the Dental
Hospital and get new sets.

Mr., Sampson: Does the Dental Hospital
provide service for the patients of the Woo-
roloo Sanatorium{

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
if in the opinion of the officials it is neces-
sary. Some have received attention aiveady.
It is only fair to refer to the work done by
the Dental Hospital. For the first six months
of its existence to the 30th September, the
records of the various departments show :—
Number of patients admitted, 1,419; general
angesthetic cases, 258; local anaesthetie
cases, 804; conservative treatments, 314;
prosthetic eases, 133; and orthodontic cases,
5. One man who had a broken jaw was
treated for dental troubles, Free treat.
ment in all branches was given to 426 pat-
ients. Thus 426 people have been benefited
by the opening of that hospital when, in its
absence. they would have had to go without
treatment.

Mr, SBampson : Each case means a separate
patient?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
[ think that reecord justifies the first six
months’ existence of the Dental Hospital.
The board of management of the hospital is
working in conjunetion with the school dew-
tist and the dentists throughout the State.
When I agreed at the outset to give a sub-
sidy towards the completion and mainten-
ance of a dental hospital in Perth, I gol
members of the Odontological Society to
make some offer of assistance. Every mem-
ber of the organmisation was written to and
averyone expressed his readiness to freat
gchool children in country districts when re-
commended for dental treatment either by
the school dentist or by the school medieal
officer, the treatment to be free of charge,
provided the requisites were supplied by the
department or the hoapital.

Mr. Kenneally: Does that apply to the
North, too?

The MINISTER ¥0OR HEALTH : It
applies wherever there is a registered den
tist. That shows a very fine spirit and
members will agree that it represents a step
in the right direction. Another matter
worthy of note is that in every town except
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Kalgoorlie where there is a hospital and
more than one doctor, the doctor ean follow
his patients into the hospital. Quite re-
cently I have agreed to the subdivision of
one of the big wards at Kalgoorlie as an
intermediate ward. The work is now in
progress and when it is completed, I hope
during the next fortnight, doetors at Kal-
gooriic and Boulder will be able to follow
their patients inko the hospital.

Hon. (. Taylor: Is that done to the Perth
Hospital now?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
not in hospitals that have an honorary staff.
It does not apply to Fremantle, either, We
cannot expect an ouiside doctor to follow
his patient inte an institution where the
whole of the medical and surgical work is
done by an honorary staff. It is pleasing
to record also that the administration of
hospita’s in this State is economical, Some
people might think we are spending too
much on hospitals and that costs are not
kept within bounds. The fizures show thut
the administration of our hospitals is
equal if not superior to that of
the hospitals in any other State. Tu
the larzer hospitals of Melbourne and
Sydncy the cost varies from 123 to 16s.
per day whereas in the Perth Hospital, the
Children’s Hospital, and the Fremantle Hos-
pital the average daily cost is respectively
10s. 3d, 10s. Gd., and 1l1s. 104. per day.
There are 25 hospitals deparimentally man-
aged, some of them being very small and
relatively costly. In the departmental hos
pitals of the North-Wegt there are sometimes
no patients, but we have to keep the staff.
Sometimes there are two or three patients.
Naturally, sach bospitals tend to make the
average cost Tairly high, but even ineluding
them, the average number of beds occupied
in the 25 hospitals was 304, and the average
cost 10s. Gd. per day. At the King Edward
Meinorial Hospital the daily cost last year
wag 9s. 5d.

Mr. Lindsay: You are referring to Cov-
ernment hospitals, not to assisted hospitals?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
i3 50. There is no need o refer further to
the hospitals, but T wish to speak on publie
henlth. From the public health point of view
Jhere is an inerease of £1,679 over the fip-
ures of last year. That is made up prinei-
oally by the payment of the salaries of two
additional school dentists, whom I hope to
appoint this year, provision for incidental
expenditure in further dental work, and
provision for subsidies to three more infant
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health centres. With regard to medical ex-
aminations of school children, our staff nb
present consists of two full-time medical
olticers, and one officer on part time. This
position has been brought about Ly the re-
signation of Dr. Dale. Dur. Jull is acting as
principal health officer, and is therefore
unable to give the whole of her time to
sehool medieal work.  Besides the three
medical officers, we have three sehool
nurses. During 1926 15,641 school chil-
dren were medieally examined. This is just
about treble the number of school children
who were gver examined in any onc year in
the history of the State. We are, therefore
progressing slightly. 1 hope before long we
shall be able to say that all sehool ehildren
have been examined. liven with our exist-
ing staff it is hoped we shall be able 1o
examine sehool children at least twice doving
their school period. If we can succeed in
doing that, we shall have done almost us
much as is done in any other State, and cer-
tainly a great deal more than is done in
most other countries, With regard to the
dental treatment of school children, the
Treasurer agreed to tind the money for the
appointment of two extra dentists, This pro-
vision appears on the Estimates. The work
of the dental officer who has been appointed
has revealed the absolute nceessity for more
work being done in this direction. He was
appeinted only at the end of last yenr.
Mr. GrilBths: There is only one now!?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
for the present.  When {he Estimates go
through an advertisement will be inserted in-
viting applications for the positions of two
more dentists. 1 hope tlus addition to the
staff will take place soon after the new yenr.
The inspections carried out by the dentist
reveal the fact that the condition of the lecth
of sehool children is appalling. Of 566 child-
ren exomined under the age of eight vears,
605, or 90 per eent., were found to require
treatment. The number of decayed tecth
per child examined was in the region of five.
That is a serious state of affairs. In making
this report the dentist, on the information
he could gather from the Eduveation De-
partment and the Health Department, took
a fair average of the schools throughout the
State, execept in the North-West. I think
he examined two schools completely in the
immediate vicinity of Perth, one in Fre-
mantle, one at Midland Junction, one in the
Sonth-West, one in the Great Souvthern, twe
on the goldfields, and one on the Murchison,
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Mr. Richardson: Are inguiries being made
into the cause of the trouble?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 'The
dentist is making inquiries. A good deal
of the trouble is unavoidable under existing
conditions, He helieves that it can be reme-
died by giving atlention to the children’s
teeth in the enrly stages.

Mx. Davy: Have you any comparative
statisties to show that in certain portions of
the country the trouble is worse than if is
in others?

The MINISTER ¥FOR HEALTH: I he-
lieve the worst school emongst those ex-
amined was cither at Guildford or Midland
Junction, but it was certainly in that area.

Hon., G. Taylor: The percentage of de-
fective teeth is appalling.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

Mr. Richardson: Tt i5s more than appal-
ling.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Some
of the defects are not serious. Some would
be minor defects, but would still be defeets.

Mr. Davy: Defects due to want of care?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
care and treatment.

Mr. Davy: Decay of some sort?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
some instances, In other cases there was
corrosion on the teeth. If this were not re-
moved, in a little while the teeth would be-
come decayed.

Mr. Griffiths: 1s it suggested thal we are
likely to become a toothless race?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know. The number of decayed teeth
per child examined was in the neizhbonr-
bood of five. The school dental officer
carried out treatment in enses where parents
agreed to its being done. There is no charge
for the trealment. So far, treatment has
been confined to children under 8 vears of
age. Some 200 children between 5 and 14
were examined and 82 per cent. of these had
bad teeth, an average of 2.8 decaved teeth
per child,

Mr. Sampson: Does the dentist suggest
what should he done to remedy the trouble?

The MINIRTER TOR HEALTH: Xot
up to date. He reported on what he had
discovered in these schools. He mnst be
given time to make suggestions later. When
he has been in the position a little longer,
he ean go into the question of what should
he done.

Mr. Sampson: Were they mostly easee of
ordinary corrosion?

[62)
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
L think the visits by the dentists will lead to
an improvement in the position. The teach-
ers have certainly tried to instil iutoe rhe
childven the necessity for keeping their teeth
clean. They teach hygiene in that direction
as it is, and are degerving of eredit for what
they do.

Mr, Sampson: What is the cause of the
trouble?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No
doubt & good deal of it is due to the amount
of sweets Australian children eat. We do
not attempt to treat all school children, that
is from the youngest up to 13. What we
have in view is taking children between 7
and 8, and seeing that they get proper treat-
ment at those ages. At the end of five years,
with the efficient staff which I hope we shall
have, it should be possible to ensure that
every child attending school up to the age
of 14 has been attended to dentally. When
that time comes it is hoped we shall be ahie
to keep in touch with the whole lot as they
20 on. Tt would be an impossible task to
set five or cven ten dentists to cxamine all
children from their commencement at sehool
up to the age of 14, and give such children
dental trentment. The object is to take
those between 7 and 8 and set them on right
It is desired to examine cach child

lines.

twice during the school period, the
second examination, if possible to be
not later than at 12 years of age.

That is the svstem reecommended as heing
the best naffer considering the methods
adopted in many other countries. If we
van sneceed in having that done, my liability
from the health point of view will be con-
siderably decreased in a few years’ time.
I am not a medical man and have to take
advice from those who are experts in the
matter. Both Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Dale
have definitely assured me that, leaving out
the accident causes and those that are in
the Perth Public Hospital through senile
deeay, and taking the average complaints of
the average man and woman who receive
treatment at the Perth Public Hospital, if
these people had had their teeth attended
to in the school days it wounld have been
possible to reduce the number of patients
held in the hospital, of ages from 30 vears
upwards, by at least 10 per eent. If we
spent £5,000 a vear on the dental treatment
of school children we should be getting out
of the expenditure lightly if the result
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meant a 10 per cent. decrease in the num-
ber receiving treatment in our hospitals.
It is intended, when the {wo new dentists
are appointed, that most of their time shall
be devoted to country schools. In regard
to the psychological elinic, I should like to
say 2 word in praise of the psychologist.
1 do not think any civil servant has done
more with the finances available than the
present psychologist has endeavoured to do.
She has done magnificent work even with
her limited means.

Mr, Griffiths: And done it quickly.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
she lhas done exeeptionally good work.
Metubers will be eonvineed from her report
that she is exceptionally thorough in all her
work from leginning to end. She has out-
lined a fine scheme, but it would cost too
mneh money to put it into operation in one
year. I have advised her not to be back-
ward in advocating what she thinks is
necessary in the treatment of mental defi-
cients,

Mr. Mann: T am sure she will not be
backward.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: T do
not wish people generally to be deterred if
she cannot get all she is asking for at once.
Hor first recommendation to me wonld have
involved an expenditure of about £60,000,
That ecannot possibly be found in any one
vear. THer most immediate necessity is a
school somewhere in the metropolitan area
for the treatment nnd teaching of mental
deficients.

Mr. Mann: You do not think there will be
any overlapping between your department
and the Edueation Department?

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: Not
if T ean avoid it. Many of the State school
tearhers are qualified to give various lessons
to children who would be in the school if it
were in operation to-morrow.

Mr. Mann: It is a matter of the Educa-
tion Department going to the Health De-
partment for advice.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
would rather say it wonld be the Edueation
Department accepting the adviee of the
Psychologieal Department as to what was
best to be done. If there is anyone who
knows the eorrect treatment or teaching of
mental defieients it should be a trained
psychologist,

Mr. Mann: If there was ever an idea of
removing the psvehologist to the Eduneation
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Department, your department would resent
it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1 do
not think there is any such move. None of
the departments is prepared to recommend
the appointment of a psychologist. All
say there is not sufficient work in the de-
partment to warrant the appointment of
one. While we had the Gaols Department,
the Lunacy Department, the State Children
Department, the Children’s Court, and the
Education Departinent all asking for some
method of treatiug mental deficients

Mr. Mann: I hope the lady will not be
removed to the KEducation Department.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: While
all asked for this treaiment, not one de-
partment was prepared to recommend the
appointment of a psychologist for its own
use. Only as the result of a conference of
the departments was it discovered that
among them they could lind employment
for a psychologist, and so a psychologiat
was appointed. Tt is the unanimous wish
of the Dboard controlling the matter—
a hoard comprised of Mr. Andrews, the
head of the Fducation Department; Mr.
Trethowan, head »f the Gaols Depariment;
Dr. Bentley, head of the Lunacy Depart-
ment: Mr. Cox, lecturer in psyechology at
the Tniversity; and the Principal Medical
Officer—that the nsvechologist should remain
under the Health Department. In in-
fant health work the Estimates show an
inerease of £329, this amwunt heing re-
quired for the provision of a new cenire nt
Bunbury and, prohahly, an additional eoun-
try centre before the end of the finaneial
vear. It has been said to me that the
mothers of the State do wot take an active
interest in child welfare centves. That
however, canot he said truthfully. I have
here ffigures for the yuarter ended 30th
June last relating {o the 12 centres in ex-
istence—Stirling-street, (follen Age, Vie-
toria Park, North Perth, Subiaco, Clare-
mont, Cottesloe, Fremantle, Bay~water,
Bassendean, Midland Junetion, Northam,
and Kalgoorlic. The aetuni work of those
centres during the three months in ques-
tion comprised the following:-—Births re-
ported 829; new babies visited (a) under
two months 670, (b) over two months 159;
new babies attending centres {a} under two
months 375, (b) over two months 309;
total number of habies attending centres
1,979; total attendances of habies at cen-
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tres 7,020; total visits to households 3,143;
effective ealls 2,667; total consultations re-
garding mothers (a) expectant 182, others
145; total econsultations, ineluding corres-
dence, 10,382; number referred to doetor
or hospital {a) mothers 72, (b) babies 160;
re-establishment of lactation (a) breast
872, (b) complementary 230. Those figures
absolutely speak for themselves as to the
work of the infant health centres. 1 do
not know of any movement anywhere that
has done more for the future generation
than the health ceatres. On this subject
I am able to speak from experience, having
visited numerous centres. Indeed, 1T have
grand-childven attending them.

Mr. Davy: You do not lock a grand-
father.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1
have five grandehildren, and am proud of
it. One of my grandchildren is eight years
of age.

Mr. Davy: Your grandchildren ought to
be proud of you.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are. One of them, I believe, would scarcely
have been here to-day but for the advice,
care and attention of one of the sisters at
the centres. 1 can unhesitatingly recom-
mend any wother, irrespective of what her
child may be like, to take it to the infant
health centre and get the adviee—and fol-
low it—of the trained nurze in attendance.
I wish to get if recorded in “Hansard,”
and if possible in the Press, that the im-
pression that infant health centres are es-
tablished for the purpose of treating sick
babies is altogether a wrong idea. They
do not exist for that purpose at all. If a
baby is siek, certainly the proper place to
take it to is either the doctor’s consulting
room or the Children’s Hospital. Infant
health centres have been established for the
purpose of preventing babies from becom-
ing sick. If only mothers wonld take their
babies to the centres, many of the beds oc-
cupied in the Children’s Hospital to-day
could be done away with. Some difficulty
is being experienced in ubtaining trained
nurses for the centres. Up to the present
there has been no opportunity of obtaining
the necessary training in Western Australia,
where nurses so far have not been able to
qualify in infant health work. The Coun-
cil of the Infant Health Association have
just agreed, after consultation with the
acting Principal Medical Officer and the
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matron of the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital, to begin at an carly date—I hope
next month—the training of infant health
nurses at the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital. Whilst T do not know that there will
be no difficulty in securing reciproeity, in
obtaining reeognition of our nurses in the
Eastern States, I am hopefu] there will be
none. The Principal Medical Officer in-
forms me, and from my own observation
I can state, that there is not in the Com-
monwealth an institution where a nurse
could be trained so well as at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital in Subiaco. No
other hospital in Australia combines all
three departments under one reof. The
nurses who go there for training will he
able to secure instruction in midwifery, pre-
natal, and child welfare work.

Mr. Maan: I understood that was so
too at the Women’s Hospital in Melbourne.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Un-
fortunately it is not. Quite recently I re-
ceived a letter from the lady doctor in eon-
trol of that institution r~ongratulating the
Western Australian Government on eom-
bining pre-natal eclinics with a ehild
welfare centre under one roof, the only
institution of the kind i  Ausiralia.
The lady doctor added that she had for the
last five years been vainly trying to induce
the Victorian Government to establish such
an iostitution. ‘Tha training of nurses at
the King Edward Memorial Hospital will
overcome the difficulty of securing nurses
and the disabilities resulting from eentres
being understaffed. Recently a depuiation
waited on me to usk for relief in that re-
spect, and I promised to help if possible.
The deputation in question represented a
centre which courld only employ a relieving
nurse for five months of the year. T offered
to take that nurse into the Health Depart-
ment for the other seven months of the
year, leaving her to attendl to child wel-
fare during the five. Tf the training sys-
tem is esfablished at the King Edward
Memorial Hospital, there will be no need
for this expedient. because our own trained
rurses will be coming on every two or three
months. The moember for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) asked whether the Health De-
partment had done anything regarding
deep therapy treatment for cancer. It is
about two years since the department put
up a proposition for deep therapy treat-
ment. The first request came from the
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Perth Hospital authorities, who asked
whether the Government could establish a
deep therapy plant at the hospital. The
Principa] Medical Otficer cunsidered at that
time that the deep therapy method bad not
been tested sufficiently to warrant him in
recommending the expenditure. In his
opinion the better course was to make ar-
rangements with two local medical men who
had plants to treat patients recommended to
them as being suitable cases. I agreed to
that proposal, and up to the 20th of last
month the number of cases treated upon
the department’s recommendation totalled 41.
The cost to the same date has been £694, and
the amount refunded £52 83, 9d. I am
sorry lo say the treatment has not proved
as suceessful as one would have liked; but
there is one case in which, so far as is known,
a cure has been effected, since the individual
has been working for the last 15 months ana
there is no sign whatever of recurrence. A
complete cure is, therefore, anticipated.

Mr. Sampson: Of cancer?
The MENISTER FOR HEALTH: Yoes,

or sarcoma. [ have here notes from vartous
doctors as to the results of deep therapy
treatment up to date, and I will read three
of them. Dr. Syme Johnson writes—

Much benefit, though 1 originally thought
the outlook hopecless. First series gave such
distinct benefit that I have just commenced
another series, and it is hoped to improve
things to such a point that an operation may
be done.

Dr. Donald Smith reports regarding a lad
who was under treatment previously from
July, 1926—

Tumour almost disappeared and still improv-
ing. Can breathe better through nose, There
is very much less swelling than there was.

Dr. Male, superintendent of the Child-
ren’s Hospital, reporis—

In the case of a little girl who was in this
institution, she was operated on in April, and
decp therapy was administered in June, Al.
though probably too carly to arrive ab a de-
finite conclusion, the child when seen in Aung-
ust scemied to be in very good health, She
had put on some weight and scemed happy,
and there wns no clinieal evidence of any re-
currence.

That is to say, evidence of the caneer rve-
tarning.
Mr. Davy:
from cancer?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Unfor-
tunately we have had cases of cancer in
children nnder three years of age.

A case of a child snffering
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Mr. Davy: But cancer of a very differen
brand; malignant growth,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Caun
cer nevertheless. There are three distine
uames for eancer, but all tbree names unfor
tunately represent the same disease. Dr
Atkinson and Dr. Donald Smith have in
formed me to that effect. One, namely, th
¢ancar known as sarcoms, Dr. Donal
Smith is positive in his statement that i
he could get patients suffering from tha
¢lass of cancer in ity early stages a complet
cure could be effected by the deep therap;
treatment.

Mr. Sampson: There are a great man)
varieties of sarcoma.

The MINISTER ¥WOR HEALTH: Yes
but if all eases could be treated in their earl)
stages great Lenefit would result. 1 do no
think there is any thing else I need say abou
the Medical and Health Department. It i
a department continually asking for, and
getting, and expending, more money, but i
is a department where expenditure has
be made without much revenue. I hops
members will not think the expenditure in-
emrred is too great. Also I hope that the
expenditure from a curative point of view
will not be inereased very much in the
fature, but that the expenditure from a pre-
ventive point of view will be at least trebled
within the next five years.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [8.16]: It i
gratifying to note the work done for infant
welfare and to remember that it was in
itinted by the previous Government. Of
course it had to be continned and extended
and T am glad that is being done.

The Minister for Health: Youn provided
a subsidy for one year only.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, we take one step
forward and go ahead. I suppose yon have
had the same experience of Treasurers. They
do not provide a erant for two years. The
best one can do is to get a grant for one
year. That was what happened in my time.
However, I am glad that good results bave
been secured. 1 am as gratified as is the
Minister at those results. Tt is interesting
to note the report submitted by the Minister
respecting deep therapy, but it is disap-
pointing to learn that only in a small percent-
age of cases has good resulted. I have heard
of one case in Melbourne. There a lady of 70
vears of age received the utmost benefit
from the treatment. She is in the best of
health to-day, althongh it is now three or
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four years since the treatment was applied.
As to research work, I feel that this should
be carried out in the bigger centres, where the
equipment is more up to date, and where
there are funds available for the purpose. 1
regret that the Minister did not refer to the
trestment of school children in the outer sub-
urban areas. I am hopeful that not omly
in the big city schools and schools in the
larger couniry centres, but that in sll sehools
the children will be given this very necessary
service,

The Minister for Health: One of the
school medical officers has been at work ex-
elusively on eountry schools.

Mr, SAMPSON: We want the smaller
schools also to reeeive attention.

The Minister for Health: Every school in
the State will receive attention,

Mr. SAMPSON: Thoat will be very grati-
fying. Hospital finance is a matter of the
highest importance. We all realise the dif-
ficulty, We know that upon the public
apirit of the citizens depends to a large ex-
tent the funds available for hospital ser-
vice. The time has arrived when all mem-
bers should urge the provision of funds
cither by the imposition of a tax, which prob-
ably is the best method, or by a vote on the
Estimates sufficient to do what is required.
It has been suggested that premium bonds
provide a means whereby hospital services
could be furnished.

Mr. Grifiiths: What abont Mr. Huelin’s
scheme ?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is an excellent one.
If it were adopted, the anxiety of the Min.
ister and others interested in hospital work
would be at a end.

The Minister for Health: Do not say that.
It would not meet requirements by a long
long way.

Mr. SAMPSON: Doubtless under it some
money could be voluntarily contributed.
At present a large section of the people
does not contribute at all, and consequently
the difficnlties in providing hospital services
are very great indeed, notwithstanding the
honorary serviece provided in the Perth and
many other public hospitals. It has been
nrged that a lottery is preferable te the pre-
sent method of raising funds. I do not know
that we are reduced to the stage where it is
necessary to depend upon a lottery, but I
agree with the Minister and others that it
would be far better to have a lottery and
devote the proeeeds to hospital service, than
to see such large sums of money regularly
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sent over o the lottery promoters of the
Eastern States. Until the position is faken
seriously and until the people generally de-
termine that they are not going to stand
for the present method, the officers of the
various hospitals, particularly the Perth Hos-
pital, will have to continue devoting their
time to the securing of funds rather than to
the carrying out of their legitimate duties.
We shall never have the mecessary hospital
service until a tax is proposed. If that were
done it would be a great relief and would be
hepful in every way. We should then see
initiated the advantages that follow the pre-
vention of disease, and we should be in an
nltogether better position than we are in to-
day. T hope the Minister will not think that,
i saying this, I am eritieising him. Not for
a8 moment. I believe that he looks at this,
not from a party standpoint, but from the
atandpoint of what is best for the people
generally. The most important question in
Western Australia is that of hospital ser-
vice. If that eould be provided many dif-
ticulties arising from its non-provision would
end.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.25]: The
hon. member referred to hospital finance.
The committee of the Kellerberrin hospital,
with which I am associated, are considerably
perturhed over the proposals put forward
by Mr. Huelin. I rang up the department
ond asked for an outline of Mr. Huelin’s
scheme, The information I got eontains one
point that I should like to have made clear.
Possibly the Minister ¢an enlighten me, Tn
one paragraph of the letter received by me
it is stated that the scheme evolved would
mean that every hospital would receive 6s.
per day for every patient, and that the dif-
ference between the 6s. per day and the
actual cost to the hospital would be made
up from a subsidy to be provided by the
Gtovernment. The committee of the Eastern
Distriets Memorial Hospital were under the
unpression thot they would have to provide
hospital accommodation free, and in return
would get from this fund 6s. per patient
per day. T understand that the eost per
patient at the Kellerherrin hospital is some-
thing like 159. per day. This letter states
that the difference between the 6s. per day
and the actual eost would be made up from
& Government suhsidy. Perhaps the Min-
ister can explain that. There is very little
to be said on the Vote. The Minister has
gone very fully into the work of the depart-
ment, including the child welfare branch.
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There is one little matter I should like to
bring under the notice of the Minister, who
referred to the experimental treatment of
cancer. I understand that Dr. Mitchell of
the Wooroloo Sanatorinm has been offered
the use of an electrical apparatus for the
experinental treatment of the patients at
Wooroloo, but that he declined the offer of
‘Mons. Justin Christofleau, on the score that
he was a Government officer in charge of
a Government institution. This apparatus
has been successtully used in cases of lep-
rosy in Siam, and aunthenticated ecases of
consumaplion have been heneficially treated
by it. Binece it was offered gratis to
Dr. Mitchell for experimental purposes, 1
rather think the experiment should have
been made; although, on the other hand, Dr.
Mitchell, possibly, is quite right in refusing
e carry out such an experiment at a Gov-
ernment instituton. The Minister may have
beard of this.

The Minister for Health: It has not been
put up to me. It is the first I bave heard
of it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I understand that the
apparatus has been used with great success,
and I kvnow that young Trouchet is im
Trance to-day at the place where the inven-
tor lives, and has cabled to Perth that he
has seen extraordinary things done by this
electroenlture, both in respect of animal life
und of flowers. The Minister may make
inquiries. 1 should be delighted to think T
I bad brought under his notiee something
likely to be of benefit to the unfortunate
men af Waorploo. I need not say any more,
Everybody is in sympathy with the Minis-
ter and I congratnlate him on the good work
that he iz doing and the humanitarian spirit
he is displaying.

‘MRB. LATHAM (York) [8.30]: I am not
going to detain the Committee; I mercly
wish to say that the department is render-
ing very good service and we are grateful
to the Minister for the statement be made
and the details that he supplied. I would,
however, have liked to see the report of the
department submitted to the House before
we were asked to consider the Estimates. We
get only a biennial report of the work of
the Medical Department, Surely the depart-
partment is important enough now for a ve-
port to he presented annuvally.

The Winister for Health: The reason is
that the prineipal medieal officer is not back
from his trip abroad.
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Mr, LATHAM: The work of the depart
ment is of such importance that we shoul
have an annual report.

The Minister for Health: We have had i
for the last three years,

Mr, LATHAM: I wanted to look up somu
figures and the latest report I could get hol
of was that for 1925. I submit that the
department should publish a report an
nually.

The Minister for Health: Yes, it shoulc
he published annually.

Mr. LATHAM: When we come to the
items dealing with the entertainments tax
I hope the Minister will give me an oppor
tunity to say a few words. I complimen
the Minigter on the way in which he sub
mitted his Estimates and I may be permittes
to say that we are all agreed that he ha
donc very good work,

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.33]: I hai
hoped that the Minister would have deal
with the future finances of the hospitals
We know that the Minister made an at
tempt some time ago to finance these in
stitations by means of lotteries. I sup
ported him at the time, but the effort failed
and apparently the Minister does not intené
to do anything further in this regard in th
immediate future. After having perused the
reports of Lbhe department and after having
read Mr. Huelin’s scheme, T think something
should be done to place the finances of the
various hospitals on a sounder basis thar
that existing to-day. I am speaking now
more on behalf of the assisted hospitals
When one goes through the report of th
Medical Department for the year 1923-24- -
g0 far as I am aware no report has beer
published sinee that time—and compaves the
assistance rendered to the hospitals at thal
period with what is being done to-day, the
conclusion must be arrived at that some
thing further should be done. It does nof
seem fair that certain distriets should b
forced to provide for the whole of their
expenditure whilst other distriets provide
practically nothing except what they reeeive
from the Government and the revenue the
collect by way of eharges made for the treat
ment of patients. 1 am aware that hos
pitals in the countrv have a hard strnggle
but it has not been quite so bad since th
passing of the Workers’ Compensation Act
which hag enabled the hospitals to colloe
fees from patients more than they ever dic
before.. Once a hospital is established in ¢
new district, it is almost invariahly the case
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that within 12 months it is found necessary
to duplicate the buildings because of the
increased demand for accommodation,
Country hospitals have to find pound for
pound, and that proves a constant drain on
the resourees of the people who subseribe.
On going through the report ome gets the
different Ggures and is able to find out what
the varions institutions cost. The difference
in some instances is considerabls, but that
fact may be explained becaunse some hos-
pitals are small and others have to keep
nurses there and in that way add to the
expense. I have taken out some comparative
figures with regard to the average cost of
the treatment of patients at the same elass
of hospitals. These figures very consider-
ably, but I do not blame the Minister for
that. The report T am quoting from deals
with 1923-24, and so far as I know the
fizures given there are those that apply ut
the present time. I might add that the Miu-
ister was good enongh to give me a small
donation towards one of the hospitals in my
distriet,

The Minister for Health: That was be-
couse the number of patients had increased,
ond the hospital was entitled to the grant.

Mr. LINDSAY: The matter I am trying
to fathom is whether there is a fixed ratie
for the various institutions. I have taken
five hospitals—Bruce Rock, Goomalling,
Moora, Wyaleatchem, and Wickepin—and 1
find that the average rate of subsidy granted
to those hospitals by the Government is 1=,
2d4. per patient, The costs of these five
hospitals vary considerably and tun to as
high as £1 8s. 43d. and down to as low as
10s. 7%4. The rates of subsidies per
patient per day are—Bruee Rock, 1s. 2344d.;
Geomalling, 934d.; Moora, 1s. 5d.; Wyal-
ealchem, 1114d., and Wickepin, 1s. 5d. TL
will be seen that there is no comparison with
the actual subsidy reecived from the Gov-
ernment. I have anotber list that refers
to the hospitals at Cue, Leonora, Merredir,
Mi. Magnet and Meekatharra, and I find
that the average rate of subsidy per patieni
per day there is Ts. 6d. Those are Gov-
ernment assisted hospitals. We have five
hospitals receiving 1s. 2d. and on the other
hand five receiving 7s. 6d. Then we come
to Government hospitals and T have taken
Bunburv, Collie, Katanning, Narrogin and
York. These are Government hospitals of
the same class as the first five I mentioned,
those in the agricultural districts. Whilst the
first five receive 1s. 2d. the other hospitals of
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the same class receive 8s, 7d, per patient per
day.

The Minister for Henlth : Are you sure that
a good deal of that 8s. 7d. does net include
doetor’s subsidy ¥

Mr. LINDSAY: It sets out in the annual
report, “The total cost excluding D.M,0.”

The Minister for Health: Yes, but in one
of those hospitals I think we sre paying a
subsidy of £300 a year to keep a doctor there,

Mr. LINDSAY: I can only deal with the
figures I have before me. When we come
to the Government hospitals, the subsidy per
patient per day is not ghown, but the eost per
patient per day is shown. In certain of the
hospitals, patients pay fees. We have 25
Government hospitals in the eountry, and the
average cost at those hospitals per patieni
per day is 10s. 6d. I have given the aver-
age cost at 8s. 7d. Another remarkable
statement is that the average cost of the
metropolitan hospitals worked out at 10s.
10d. I worked out this average from the
costs as they appear in the report. There
should be a more equitable basis of dealing
with Government assisted hospitals. I am
under the impression that with regard to
Government hospitals in the country they
have to find a portion of the money re-
quired for building purposes. One that is
referred to in the report is Katanniug.
The average eost there was 10s. 44. and the
Government subsidy per day was 7s. 11344,
1 assume that the Government hespitals
have to pay a proportion of the cost of the
new buildings. Katanning has done that.
The small country hospitals are in much
the same position. They not only have to
find a big preportion of the cost to meet
the general expense of the hospital, but
they have to bear a proportion of the eost
of re-building. At Goomalling efforts are
being made to build a new hospital at =
cost of £1,700. The figures I have show
that this district receives only 934d. per
patient per day, the lowest figure paid n
the State.

The Minister for Health: No, it is not
the lowest.

Mr. LINDSAY: It was then. To-day it
is 1s. 4d. Whilst Goomalling was 9%d,,
I find from the report that payments were
made at the same time as high as 17s. 7344,
18s. 2d., 155, 11d. and 16s. 814d., and there
was one nstance of £2 12s, 714d. There is
always a certain number of indigent pat-
ients, and it maturally follows that the
people of the district have to raise funds
to keep the institution going largely becaunse
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of the number of patients treated from whom
nothing is received. Further, because of
the very fset that people in the country
start to build hospitals, there follows in 12
or 18 months time the demand for increased
accommhodation. T ean prove that, especialiy
in respect of the Wyalcatchem hospitsl.
The subscriptions that were raised ot
the outset totalled £787 and one would
have theught that with the pound for pound
subsidy received from the Government, the
amount would have been sufficient, at any
rate to meet the exigencies of the posifion
for a few years. Not so, however. In the
following vear—1024—another £212 had to
be raised and again in the succeeding year
£398, whilst in 1926 £182 was raised. Then
it became necessary to build nurses’ quarters
and the Wyaleatchem Road Board found
£012, Sinee 1923 Wyalcatchem bas raised
£2,627 for the purpose of enlarging the
hospital and the Government also found a
fair amount of monev. In addition to the
subacriptions towards the building opera-
tions, the people have to eontribute towards
the cost of maintenanee. The Goomalling
community have been forced into the posi-
tion of erecting a hospital at a cost of
£4,600. As a matter of faet 1 understand
thai the total cost will be £6,000. Regarding
Wyaleatchem, there is still a diffieulty about
the water supply. Money will have to be
found for that. One cannot help remarking
on the very fine spirit displayed by the
people in these districts who are prepared
to find so much money for the relief of the
sick. But it is probable that that generous
spirit will be affected if the distriets do not
get as fair a deal as is given to hospitals in
other parts of the State. I am not eriticis-
ing the Minister on that seore becanse it is
a practice that bas grown up in the past.
In the list I mentioned, there are to be
found hospitals that have been receiving
patients at the rate of about one per month.
It naturally follows that it is hard to deal
with such institutions. 1t is easy to start a
hospital, but it is less easy to close down
an old-estahlished one. Sueh hospitals cost
a lot. At the same time, I cannot under-
stand why the York hospital, for instance,
should receive 12s. from the Government in
respect of each patient there, whereas at
the next town, the Beverley hospital receives
only 2s. That is what oceurs under the
present gystew., Some better method should
be adopted to raise the necessary finanees
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to place our hospitals on a reasonable fog
ing. The hospitals in the agricultural are
that I have mentioned should be placed ¢
a much better footing than at present.

MRE. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.46]: As
country member I wish to say a few worn
regarding the position of the people in
outer distriets. It iy pleasing to hon. mer
hers to know that we have such an enthu:
astic Minister in charge of the Health D
partment. He has done remarkably go
work since he has been af the lead of t
Health Department and T am gratified
hear that he intends to continuc his effor
along those lines. It is a matter for co
gratulation that it is his intention to gi
the country people the same facilities r
garding medioal inspeetions as are enjoy
in the larger fowns. The children attendi
schools in the metropolitan and suburb:
Areas receive better medical attention thy
is possible under existing eonditions in t
country arveas. In the country, and partic
larly at the smaller sechools, the childrm
may be examined by a medicen]l officer, b
subsequentiy very long periods elapse b
fore the examination is repeated. In n
opinion it is necessary for medical inspe
tions to be conducted at least twice a ye:
Diseases ean develop rapidly and of Ia
vears medical science has discoverd what
important part the eyes, nose, throat a
feeth play in the health of the risix
generation.  After the reports are fu
nished by the medical officers, it is the du
of parents to see that proper medical atte
tion is provided for their children. Ve
often parents take no notice of the repor
upon the condition of their children, whi
at times the complaints from whieh ¢
Juveniles are suffering are such that t
parents are not in & position to detect.
i necessavy for a medical man to exami
the childven bhefore sueh complaints ean
nscertained, Tt is pleasing therefore to no
that it is the intention of the Minister
have the same medieal attention devoted
the schools in the country as has been e
tended to the eity sehools in the past.
fail to see why the doctors who reside
the smaller towns where there are schoo
should not be authorised to make the nece
sary medieal inspections twice 2 year,
do not know what the cost wounld amount {
but it should be done in the interests of t
country children.
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The Minister for Health: The children at
the town schools do not receive medieal in-
spections twice a year, ner yet once a year.

Mr. BROWN: It would be helpful if
we could get the inspection onee s year.

The Minister for Health: I sm hope-
ful that in the aear future every child will
be examined during the sechool period. If
we do that, we shall do more than most
other countries in the worhl.

Mr. BROWN: While there may be a
doctor in every country town where there
is & school, it has to be remembered that
there are a number of smnaller schools flve
or ten miles out from the larger centres and
the children attending those smaller schools
receive no medical attention at gll

The Minister for Health: Nor does a
doctor inspeet town schools under those
conditions either.

Mr. BROWN: To etpedite matters,
eould not the department instruct loeal
doctors to carry out the school medical in-
spections

The Minister for Health:

Mr, BROWN: Why!t

The Minister for Health: Is it not part
of their duties,

Mr. BROWN: If the loeal doctors were
instructed to carry out the medical exami-
nations they would have to be paid fees.

Mr. Latham: Arrapgements might he
made by which the medical men could be
subsidised.

Mr. BROWN: T hope the Minister will
give some sttention to this phase in the
interests of the children attending the
smaller country schools, We know that
the best migrant we c¢an have is the ehild
born in Australia, and if we can safeguard
health in that direction, we shall be doing
sometbing in the interests of Awstralia.
Regarding the hospital at Pingelly, I am
pleased that the Minister bas provided a
grant and the people have raised about
£800. A building was erected for the hos-
pital towards which the Qovernment paid
£400 and the local people contributed a
like amount. That was a considerable time
ago and since then the building has been
lying dormant. [ would l'ke the Minister
to say what he intends to 4o with the build-
ing. As the money has been paid over, it
is time instructions were given fo carry out
the necessary repaiss and make the hos-
pital a going concern. Regarding the finan-
cial aspeet of hospital work, we cannot get

No.

_possible to date.
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awzy from the Fact that something will
have to be' done to adequately finance the
institutions. At every little centre through-
out Western Anstralia people have agitated
for a local hospital. The cxpense attach-
ing to swch institutions is considerable be-
cause they must be staffed, and qualified
nurses cannot be expected to work for a
small fee. The result is that many of the
small hospitals get into difficulties and that
emphasises the fact that in the near future
something definite will have o be done to
place them on a sound focting. I regard
the Perth Hospital as a national institu-
tion. We know that patients go there from
all over Western Australia, even from dis-
tricts where there are local hLospitals. I
do not know whether the explanation is
that more expert advice is available here,
or whether the facilities for dealing with
various diseases ure more up-to-date. Even
the Perth Hospital, which is really a na-
tional institution, has to depend upon vol-
untary contributions.

- Mr. Sampson: Every bospital is a na-
tional institution from the standpoint that
it protects public health.

Mr. BROWN: If the Government were
to provide the nrecessary funds for that
hospital, it would be more entisfactory than
the existing position under which voluntary
eontributions have to be relied npon. The
same applies to the country hospitals as
well. People are always arranging fetes
and 50 on to raise money for their hospitals,
but the financial aspeet will have to be faced
very soon. 1 congratulate the Government,
and partienlarly the Minister himself, on
the good work thut he has been doing. I
know that if he had the money at his dis-
poeal he would do much more than has been
I hope he will be able to
secure additional funds and continue his
good work.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[9.55]: The Minister gave the Committes
some alarming figures when he quoted from
the reports dealing with the dental exami-
nation of school ¢hildren. T think the Min-
ister said that 90 per cent. of the children
were suffering from disesses of the teeth
in some form or other, That is an appal-
ling percentage, especially if the diseases re-
ferred to are of any magnitnde. We should
devote funds to investigate the position re-
garding these defective teeth, and partien-
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larly in the direction of reseurch work to
aseertain the cause. We are asked to vote
£167,000 in round fgures, and a large pro-
portion of that will .be for hospital pur-
poses.

The Minister for Health: That is all for
hospital purposes. The vote for health
matters is separate.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There must be some
cause for sach u large percentage of de-
fective teeth in the children, and surely with
scientific developments, it should be pos-
sible to ascertain that canse, and to effect
remedies. From yesr fo year we shall be
called upon to vote sums of money to en-
able attention to be given to the teeth of
our young people, and that will be an ever-
increasing amount unless we find out the
cause of the tronble. The Minister would
be wise to set apart funds for research
work. Two or three years ago there was
an alarming report regarding the preval-
ence of pediculosis. That gave rise to
annoyance on the part of parents, and I
notice that the maiter was dropped after
a few letters had appeared in the Press,
After all, pedicuiosis is 1 complaint thai
need not exist. Children's beads can be
kept free from vermin by parents with-
out the Government being ealled upon to
render assistance. It is quite possible for
people to expeet too mucu from the Gov-
ernment. In that particular instance, the
report was one of the most damaging I
bave ever heard of regarding the parents of
the children at our State schools. The
whole thing caused such alarm and was so
objectionable, seeing that it looked so bad
for such a report tn go forth to the world,
that we have never heard anything more
about it. Has there been any alteration in
that respeet?

The Minister for Health:
been a wonderful improvement.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am pleased to hear
that.

The Minister for Health: There are two
places enly in the State where there is an
agitation about the same thing, and we hope
to remedy the position there.

Hon. & TAYLOR: I hope the Minister
will not relax the departmental efforts in
that direction, no maiter what the parents
may say, They should not be considered
if they allow the heads of their children to
become affected. Yt is the concern of the
State to look after the health of our sick,

There has

[ASSEMBLY.]

but I amn afraid we are prone to look al
it in the wrong way. 1f we are to do that
properly, we should provide the means by
direet tuxation. The charity business and
the various efforts resorted to to raise money
are wrong. The Government find a certain
amount of money, but not sufficient to en-
able the work to be carried out. Hence we
see in the streets tickets on sale for various
art unions and other means of raising money.
A dbig stunt has been in progress in the
interests of the Perth Flospital. I do not
know whether that effort is yet completed.

The Minister for Health: It has six weeks
to go lLefore completion.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: It has been running
for along time and I thounght it might have
been completed by now, It is to be hoped
the appeal will produce the amount of money
needed. When the Federal Government re-
linquished their entertainments tax we
picked it up for hospital purposes. Last
year the Minister collected something like
£29,000 under this heading and spent be-
tween £26,000 and £27,000 of it. That was
of some assistance, certainly, but it goes
hardly anywhere towards the funds needed.
Last year we had 77 hospitals that provided
1,187 beds at a cost of £240,526. In 1923
our hospitals provided 940 beds at a cost of
£175,838. Those are hospitals that the Gov-
ernment financed to s smaller or greater
extent and the increase in three years has
been remarkable. We must realise that this
is a rapidly growing item of expenditure
and the only way to cope with it is by im-
posing direct taxation. I do not koow
whether the Premier has received a deputa-
tion from the associated hospitals, but there
has been a suggestion from that body that
the Government should intreduce legislation
7 provide for hospitals by way of taxation,

The Minister for Henlth: The Premier
sent the deputation on to me.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I represented a
couple of hospitals at the conference. We
accepted a scheme and appointed a deputa-
tion to wait on the Premier with a request
that legislation should be introduced in
keeping with the proposal. Is it of any use
asking whether the Government are likely
to bring down s measure this year?

The Minister for Health: Not this session,

The Premier: We cannot get our ordinary
tax Bill throngh,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We shall get that
through all right. I do not want the Pre-
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mier to become alarmed about anything that
happened this afternoon.

Mr, Thomson: I thought he rather invited
& serap.

Hon, ¢. TAYLOR : The ordinary taz Bill
will be all right. The Government should
bring down a policy for direct taxation for
hospitals so that everybody would contri-
bute. That is a fair thing. Under the sys-
tem of street eollections the generous people
are giving all the time. There are two hos-
pitals in my district and the workmen there
are contributing as much as 2s, and 2s, 3d.
a week towards the upkeep of the local hos-
pital, while thousands of men working about
Perth are not contributing anything directly
to the upkeep of the Perth Hospital from
which they derive a great benefit. That is
not right. The Government should institute
6 tax so that the cadging element could be
eliminated and everyone wounld have to con-
tribute. The Minister spoke of the necessity
for more deep therapy treatment. Some
three or four years ago deep therapy treal
ment had not been proved successful for the
treatment of cancer.

The Minister for Health: It bas not been
proved absolutely suceessful.

Hon. @. TAYLOR: A few years ago we
heard much of the snccess of radium for the
eure of cancer. That, however, seems to
have died out. I have nol been closely con-
nected with the hospitals for the last three
or four years,

The Minister fot Health: There is more
faith in radinm treatment.

Hon. (3. Taylor: Than in deep therapy
treatment ¥

The Minister for Health: No; there is
more faith in radium treatment now than
ever before.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : 1f deep therapy treat-
ment proves snecessful I hope the Govern-
ment will arrange to have the necessary ap-
pliances provided at the Perth Hospital. IL
has been said that the Perth Hospital is the
State hospitnl. That is undoubted. In this
State we have a large number of hospitals
with only one doetor and, if there is a ser-
ious operation to be performed, one doctor
eannot do it. He needs another to admin-
ister the anaesthetic.

The Minister for Health: In many cases
the matron administers the anaesthetie.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, but efforts are
made to send patients to the Perth Hospital
because the faeilities there are much better
than those in a smaller hospital. Conse-
quently we must regard the Perth Hospital
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as the State hospital. It is & very fine
hospital, Tlree or four years ago I went
through some of the hospitals in the Eastern
States. They had not a great lead on our
hospital, and ours has been extended sines
then. I do not think it would take long to get
a Bill passed to provide for tazation for
hospital purposes. I venture to say the
great majority of people are abeolutely sick
and tired of the present methods of raising
funds for hospitals.

Mr. Latham: It would be much cheaper
for everyone.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: All sorts of devices
are adopted to raise money for hospitals,
The present state of affairs is awful, and I
hope the Government will seriously consider
the necessity for introducing legislation this
session.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.9]: I con-
gratulate the Minister for Health and the de-
partment on the work done during the last
12 months. Unfortunately, a great number
of my constituents are too far distant to be
served by the increased number of hospitals.
There are some places without so much as
deceut means of transport to take patients
to hospitals. I am pleased to see an ingrease
on the Estimates for the school of dentista,
That will mean much to the children in the
Bouth-Western district while children in dis-
tant parts will be able to get some benefit
in the near future from the dentists being
appointed. It is agreed that many of the
ills to whiech the human body is heir arise
from bad teeth, and the appointment of
dentists to atfend Lo the sehool children
should be productive of great good. Thers
is a slight increase in the estimate for school
inspectors. I hope we shall derive benefit
from their work. The department have done
muck work in the last 12 montha. I believe
the number of school children medically ex-
amined totalled about 15,000. That is 5 very
fine record. 1 hope my eonstituents will have
an opportnnity fo participate in that benefit
next year.

The Minister for Health:  The School
Medical Officer will start in your distriet in
January.

Miss HOLMAN: T am glad to hear that.
Unfortunately, there are not many dentists
in my district who are members of
the Odontological Society. To a great ex-
tent we have to depend on travelling dent-
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ists, and the cost to parents for the treat-
ment of children’s teeth is very high. I
understand one dentist charges 5s. for the
first extraction and 2s, 6d. for the second.
At such high fees parents cannot afford to
have their children's teeth treated, We have
always had a good deal of trouble at the
bush landings and in the back districts of
the South-West owing to lack of sufficient
inspection by health oflicers, I understand
that the Minister has arranged a system of
districts for next year and I hope that under
that system we shall receive more inspection
than we have bad in the past. Possibly the
Timber Industry Regulation Act will also
help us. The inspectors under that statute
will doubtless work in with the de-
partmental inspeetors. At some of the
bush landings the sanitary conditions
are absolutely revolting. To anyone who
has not been there, thay are beyond im-
agination, and how any self-respecting
company c¢an allow such conditions Lo
continue, I do not know. The bush land-
ings have always been hotbeds of typhoid
fever. If the scheme proposed by the Min-
ister will help uns, we shall be very glad to
have it. I congratulate the Minister on the
infant welfare work and the State Psycholo-
gst on her work. It is gratifying to learn
that everything possible will be done to help
her. It may not be possible to give all she
asks immediately, but if we are assured that
the fruits of her work of the last 18 months
will not be lost, it is perhaps as much as we
c¢an expect at present,

MR. THOMSON (Xatanning) [9.14]:
The Minister and the Government might
well faol flattered at the words of apprecia-
tion that have fallen from every member
who has spoken on these Estimates. I de-
sire to add my meed of appreciation of the
sympathetic way io which the Minister and
the Government have dealt with the hos-
pital guestion in the country districts. There
is no doubt it is one thing amongst many
others that are outstanding, namely, the
Government’s sympathetic consideration for
country districts. T support the remarks of
the member for Toodyay. The Government
might adopt a more uniform method of sub-
sidising committee and public hospitals in
the way of maintenance. It has heen the
established policy of Governments to give
a pound for pound subsidy for the erection
of new huildings. That proved very benefi-

 [ASSEMBLY.]

cial, It put the various districts on their
mettle, Instead of asking the Government
to do everything for them, those districts
which have not had the henefit of hospitals
have guaranteed their half of the cost. Some
hospitals have great difficulty in mak-
ing ends meet. Considerable dissatisfaction
exists. Pcople may have to find half the
money for the hospital, and experience great
difficulty in coping with the financial situa-
tion. Some distriets have more indigent
patienis than others, A case connected with
the Katanning hospital was recently brought
under my notice. I received a letter from a
member of the Katanning Road Board say-
ing that in the hospital there are at present
eight cases of contagious disease, all hav-
ing come from an adjoining district, It was
caleulated that the board’s proportion of the
interest on the capital cutlay upon the por-
tion of the building nsed by those patients
would be approximately £11 for the time
during which that particular ward was be-
ing occupied. The adjoining distriet does
not contribute anything fowards the load
that is being carried by the Katanning dis-
trict in the matter of finding interest on the
outlay on the hospital. Should these cases
prove to Dbe indigent, it will have an effect
upon the Katanning hospital, which is prac-
tically self-supporting, and will also preju-
dice the reputation of the town. I do not
know whether the Minister has had similar
information brought under his notice, but
I commend this matier to the consideration
of his department. I know that the Minister
is governed hy the funds that are available.
If he can persuade the Treasurer to subsi-
dise hospital eommittees, I am sure his ae-
tion will be greatly appreciated in country
distriets. The member for Mt. Margaret
dealt with the position as to the raising of
funds. Many people are disgusted with the
present methods. In the metropolitan ares
they are particularly appalling,  Every
Friday pedestrians in the metropolitan area
have boxes thrust under their noses by ladies
who are collecting for some charitable or-
zanisation. No doubt these ladies are doing
excellent work, and are certainly giving up
their own time to it. The hon. member
is enthusiastic as regards direct taxation.
Possibly at the risk of incurring the dis-
pleasure of many of my own people, I wish
tn remark upon the extent to which Queens-
land has benefited by what is called “the
iniquitous Golden Casket.”
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My, Sompson: It is one of the great in-
dustries there.

Mr. THOMSON: Many people are
strongly opposed to all forms of gambling;
and are great believers in direet giving.
Many such persons, when it comes to a ques-
tion of direet giving, give but very little.
It is astonishing to note the smount of
money Queensland has been able to collect
for its hospitals. For the year 1925-26 the
sum of £696,716 was raised by the Golden
Casket. The sum of £32,500 was paid in
taxation, and £188,298 was paid to the Home
Secretary’s Departinent. From 1922, when
the scheme had its inception, to 1926 the
Motherhood, Children and Welfare Hospital
Fund, which is administered by the Home
Secretary’s Department, received the fol-
lowing amounts:—Payments to hospitals,
£822,211; pavment to the Bush Nursing
Associations, £2,916; erection and equip-
ment of baby elinies, maternity services and
nurses’ quarters, £179,203; erection of
ereche and kindergarten buildings, £4,725;
grants to charitable institutions £950; sun-
dry payments, £801; and the balance—
£109,017—has already been earmarked for
the erection of maternity wards. We know
that a very large sum of money is going
out of the State every vear to (ueensland
and Tasmania per medium of sweep tickets.
Many people in this State are in fact mak-
mg provision for hospitals in Queensland.

Hon. Sir Jemes Mitchell: Make it an of-
fence to sell the tickets in this State.

Mr. THOMSON: It is illegal to gamble.
There has never heen so much gambling
in the State as there is to-day. We have
gambling in many forms, all allegedly
in the interests of charity. Tf assist-
ance were provided as it is in Queensland,
practically the whole of the money raised
would go to the fund that was being raised.

Hon. G. Taylor: We have not the field
to operate in, such as Queensland has in
New South Wales and Vietoria.

Mr. THOMSON: T cannot follow the
hon. member’s rensoning. If that were so
this State should not be sending money to
Queensland and Tasmania. TDuring the last
three or four weeks thousands of pounds
have gone to Tasmania.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell :
go there.

Mr. THOMSON : The people are not
backing race horses when they send their
maney to Tasmania or to Queensland. They

Tt always will
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are investing their money in a form of gam-
bling in the hope of securing winning tickets,
1 do not frequent racecourses nor follow
borse racing, and 1 am not a gambler, but L
was particularly struck by the Queensiand
tigures. This morning, when I reached Fexth,
L nearly knocked over a box standing on &
small pedesial on the Perth railway station.
On the box were these words, “One penny
will keep the PFerth Hospital for two see-
onds.” This is one of the appeals that is
being made for that institution. To all ine
tents and purposes we are condueting
what may be termed a State lottery. People
bay a ticket tor 1s., and it they are fortunate
enough tliey may get a trip to Java, Singa-
pore or some other place, That is a distine-
tion with very little difference. I am in
favour of funds being made available for
our hospitals. The proposal put up by M.
Huelin before the conference of Associated
Hospital committees has a great deal in ifa
favour. Everyone who contributes is to be
allowed to deduect the amount from his ex-
penses if ke is obliged to go into the hos-
pital. ! wish to thank the Governwment for
having provided Katanning with sueh an up-
to-date hospital. Just as the Pevth Hospital
is a great eonvenience for people in all parts
of the State, so is the Katanning hospital
proving & great convenience and ecomfort to
the people of the surrounding distriets. I
visit it very frequently. The patients say
they are very fortunate in having such an
excellent building, and such fine services ren-
dered to them while they are there. The
statement of the Minister concerning the
condition of the teeth of State school chil-
dven reveals a deplorable position. The
Medical Department should make keen and
senrching inquiries in an endeavour to aseer-
tain why so many children in this State
suffer from bad teeth. If the teeth are im
good order a person is able to eat well and
digest his food. Fvery Minister has dealt
with this department sympathetically, and
done the best he eould with the funds at his
disposal, It redounds to the credit of the
present Minister and the Government, who
have made a considerable sum available to
the department, that so much good work has
been done. It is true the finances have been
fairly buoyant. The department has been
sympathetically ndministered. Tn the pre-
sent Minister we have one who is indeed
sympathetic to a degree, and one whose
example it will not be easy for any other
man to follow. T have pleasure in extending
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my meed of appreciation to the Minister
and the Government for doing what they
have done for country hespitals,

Vote put and passed. _
Vote—Public Health, £34,745—agreed to.

Vote—Public Utilities: Aborigines Cattle
Station (Moola Bulla), £5,360; Aborigines
Cattle Station (Avon Valley), £1,708; Albany
Cold Stores, £250—agreed to.

Vote—Qoldfields Water Supply Under-
taking, £132,783:

Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Migister
might have told the Committee that for the
first time in the history of this undertaking
the revenue is greater than the expenditure.
The figures are—expenditure £132,000, re-
venue £171,000. No doubt there is a little
interest drawn from the general provision
of interest, but it would be very little. An
amount of £45,000 is written off becanse of
the concession in the price of water to the
Kalgoorlie mines. Is that still charged to re-
venue?

Hon. J. Cunningham: Yes.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL : That
eannot be continued, because aecording to
what the Minister shows there will be a pro-
fit of £39,000 this year, The amount should
be a revenue charge. We are boosting the
income of the undertaking by charging the
£45,000 to the Mining Development Vote,
and thus the undertaking is enabled to show
the profit of £39,000. The Minister is in a
position to veduee the cost of water to the
Kalgoorlie mines in a legitimate fashion, and
he should no longer expeet the £45,000 to be
charged as hitherto.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Min-
ister) : While the nndertaking shows that
profit, renewals and repairs are needed for
pipes which have been down for a number
of years. Such expenses are largely met ont
of revenue. Fventually the cost of renewals
and repairs will probably come out pretty
evenly with the profit.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Bat you show a
profit.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Estimates are
Fistimates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
will not get into the papers.

Mr. GRIFFITHR: T was in hopes of
hearing something as to recasting the

T hope that
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scheme for the supply of water fo agricul
tural areas. With the large increase of eon
sumption there—it amounts to more tha
50 per cent. of the water pumped, the gold
fields consumption being sumething unde
50—and a3 the loan has been redeemed, th
price of water to agrieulturists should b
reduced. In some agricultural districts i
is almost ridicnlously high, and presse:
hardly upon new settlers, who incidentall;
are unable to make full use of the watel
for which they are rated. I compliment the
Minister on the manner in which the de
partment have hurried up the payment of
rates. One young settler whose case I know
of had paid £100 by way of an old debt fo:
water which had never beer nsed. It was
& debt he had taken over will: the property
When the current rate notice had been is:
sued to him, the deparfment threatened tc
eut off his water supply becanse he could
not make payment immediately. The set.
tler, having a decent erop in hand, thougl
he would get the department to hold of
until after the barvest; but they cut off his
water. The poor young fellow has sinee
passed away. I wrote to the Minister ask-
ing him to use leniency in the case; I
do not know whether the hon. gentleman
received my letter. I know of many other
cases in which the department have pressed
unduly instead of waiting until proceeds
from crops have become available. I thank
the Minister for the extension at Bodal-
lin. At the time of the opening of the
scheme the Minister was requested to con-
sider an extension sonthward. This I hope
will receive mention on the Loen Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that the de-
partment’s functioning in the Parkerville,
Darlington and Glen Forrest districts shows
absolute lack of facilities und of new works
notwithstanding the great reed existing fox
them. The Parkerville people have offered
to guarantee the department against loss,
In the case of the Greenmount Road
Board’s guarantee, notwithstanding that the
supply is within a few miles of York-road,
the department impose a charge of 5s. 6d
per thousand gallons. The road board in
question guaranseed £50 annually, and it
was suggested that the amount might be
used in water on the York-rond. That
water the department deeided should he
charged at 5s. 6d. per thousand gallons. Tt
would be a good thing for roads in general
it water conld be sprinkled on them dar-
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ing summer; they wonld stand up better
to heavy traffic. At Parkerville a 11%-inch
pipe runs from York-road to the Children’s
Home. In addition, thera are other coan-
sumers of water from that supply. The
seheme is nof one that is supported by rea-
son, as the great majority of the Parker-
ville pecple are unable to obtain a supply
of water. Their position i= as it was a
quarter of a century ago, or perhaps af the
dawn of ereation. Parkerville is not at
a great distance from Pertn, and there is a
fairly good train =ervice, with a probability
of a train soon leaving Mt. Helena at ¢
a.m. and thus enabling workers at the Mid-
Iand Junction shops to attend in time.
Parkerville remains in isolation beeause it
has no water supply. At Mi. Helena, which
is further out and at a greater aititude,
water from the goldfields supply is avail-
able. Tt would be possible at comparatively
little expense to relienlate Parkerville. The
water could come down from Mount
Helens by gravitation and so there would
be no great expense either for the installa-
tion or for maintenance. The people there
are becoming very disheartened. It is a
sad commentary on the consideration re-
ceived by the outer suburban areas, when
a place so c¢lose to Mundaring is still lack-
ing this essential facility. It is a distinetly
unfair position, Yo the people of Parker-
ville are prepared to meet practically the
whole ¢ost of a reasonably good snpply.
Through some misnnderstanding on the parc
of a departmentul officer the work of in-
creasing the supply was not proceeded with.

The Premier: 1t is one of the jobs that
ought to have been earried ont.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt wounld have been
carried out, but that a departmental officer
did not properly state the position. I do
not hlame the present Government for that.
Tndeed it is not a question of blaming any
Government. The ex-Minister for Works
recommended, and the ex-Treasurer ap-
proved of the work, but cwing to a mis-
understanding it was not proceeded with.

The Minister for Lands: When did this
oceur?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tn 1024,
nothing has been done.

The Premier: Apparently nothing was
done hefore then.

Mr. SAMPSON: Parkerville, Glen For-
rest, and Darlington were all part of one
scheme. Glen Forrest and Darlington se-

Sinee then
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cured their supplies, but Parkerville is still
awaiting one. The department is ¢harging
the Greenmount Road Board 5s. 6d. per
thonsand gallons for water poured on to
the York-road. Yet it was agreed that the
rate to be charged Darlington and Green-
mount should be 2s. 6d. However, even a
charge of 5s. 6d. is to be preferred to the
position of the people of Parkerville whe
bkave no water supply except what comes
through a 1l%-in¢h pipe. Several deputa-
tions have waited on the Minister, but so
far nothing has been done.

My, Mann: Did not somebody discover a
gold mine there?

Mr. SAMPSON-: Right through ihe
ranges there are indieations of gold, but it
has never been found in payable quantities.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! These are
not the Mining Estimates.

Mr, SAMPSOXN: I have spoken of this
lack of water at Parkerville session after
seszion.

The Premier: You are getting used to it

now, ,
Ar. SAAMPSOXN: T can only repeat that
it is very unfortunate and that the people at
that centre have no oceasion to feel grateful
to the Goldfields Water Supply administra-
tion,

Ar. CORBOY: 1 hope the Government’s
expressed sympathy with the settlers at Yil-
garn will result in some tangible benefit this
year. I know we must wait for the Loan
Estimates to learn what {he proposals are,
but I desire to draw attention to the faet
that the position there is rapidly becoming
acnte. The Government Stafistician’s esti-
mate of the rveturns from this year’s erop-
ping in the Yilgarn district is nearly 900,000
bushels. Considering this is only the third
year of settlement, it is & magnificent result.
But the settlers if they are to progress must
stock their holdings as well as grow wheat,
and they cannot do that without water.
Many of them ave still earting water con-
siderable distances and have not made pro-
vision on their holdings for water hecause
the Agrienltural Bank cuite properly has
discouraged them from doing so, thinking
that in a distriet through which the goldfiells
water main runs, it would be better to serve
the settlers from the main rather than have
them instal individual eatechments that prob-
ably would fail in the dry season. The posi-
tion is rapidly becoming acunte and after
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this year it will be absolutely necessary to
give those settlers some water service. This
year they have over 60,000 acres under crop
for an estimated return of 13.7 bushels per
acre average for the whole district, or
880,000 bushels. They must have a water
supply with which to carry on. That area
is drier than most of the settled agricultural
areas, and probably more subject to years in
which it will not be possible for them to fill
their dams. I hope that before the settle-
ment proceeds south from Southern Cross—
it has already started—or at all events be-
fore it reaches large proportions, the men
in the localities now settled will have water
gupplies at their disposal. I do sineerely
trust that provision will be made on this
year’s Loan Fstimates to give them a water
aupply to enable them to carry on. For if
it is not done this year we shall be faced
with the diffieulty of having a huge settle-
ment southwards to deal with. The difficulty
of providing them all with a service in the
quickest possible time will only be accentn-
ated through our having the increased num-
ber to deal with. T hope the Minister will
he able to muke provision on this year's Loan
Estimates for those settlers who have carried
on for three vears under most difficnlt con-
ditions.

Mr. BROWN: T desire to draw
attention to the poor quality of water we
are receiving in Pingelly. I believe the
Minister for Works has tasted it. and in
consennence will bhear out what T say.
We et onr supply from the Hotham River.
The water is hard and brackish and by the
fime it runs throngh the pipes to Pingelly
it is anitc nseless. Yet we are paying 3s.
in the pound for that water. Dozens of rate-
pavers are not nsing a gallon of it. There
i= notling thev ean do with it. for it will
even Kill lawns. T muet admit that last
vear the Government placed on the FshH-
mates €400 for making fresh inspeetions of
rock catchments. TFngineers were sent ont
and their report came alone the other day.
Thex had onlv safficient money to inspeet
one series of rocks, and their estimates are
£51.000 for the installation and £2.000 for
the retienlation, nr £60,000 in 2ll.

The CHATRMAN: The water von are
referring to will come under another vote.

Mr. BROWN: What was in mv mind was
that we should eet the eoldfields water
scheme extended down there. Tf T am out
of order T will speak on a Iater division.

" [ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAN: You can make that
suggestion about the goldfields water scheme.
I thought you were criticising the Pingelly
supply.

Mr. BROWN : We have the goldfields
water scheme within 30 miles of Pingelly.

The Premier: That is a pretty long dis-
tance.

Mr. BROWN: The goldfields water sup-
ply scheme could well be taken to Pingelly.
It would serve Brookton and Mt. Kokeby,
and everyone adjacent to the pipeline. I
wish the Minister would get{ a report upon
it and ascertain what the cost would be.

The Premier: After he gets the report
the trouble will be to get the money.

Mr. BROWN: I hope the matter will be
taken into consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Kalgnorlie  Abatioirs

ngreed to.

£2,608—

Vote—Metropolitan Abatterrs and Sale-
yards, £27,879:

Mr. SAMPSON: Are the latest methods
of killing now used at these abattoirs?

The Premier: The very latest methods are
used there.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some criticism was lev-
elled at the killing methods there, and I am
zlad fo know there has been an improve-
menf.

Mr. LATHAM : A big revenue comes from
these abattoirs. The charges must be hich
to prodnce £48,000 last year. Ts the revenue
i exeess of what is required for interest
and sinking fund charges? 1f so, the eomn-
sumers must be paying a eonsiderable
amount for the services that are rendered,

Vote pat and paseed.

Vate—Metranolitan Water Supplu. Sew-
erage and Drninage Department. £144.371:

Hon. 5. TAYLOR: Ts it intended to sewer
that portion of Oxford-street which iz not
now sewered? 1 notiee that the scheme is
coine ont as far aa Toftns-street, but no new
secfion has heen sewered in Oxford-street.
Ts there a chanee of that wark heing pro-
vided for on the next T.oan Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T eaonot
aav what new areas will he provided for
until the Loan Fstimates are comnpleted.
There are manvy Aemands for works to he
carried ont, and it 1z n qnestion of how the
alloeations can he made by the Treasurer.
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Hon. G. Taylor: Last year the Minister
said the Leederville end would be done,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: We are
doing a block up there now, but I cannot
say how far we can continue the work this
year.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: The water
supply in the metropolitan distriets, partie-
uwlarly North Perth, is very unsatisfactory.
I believe that the Minigter has said the de-
partment are doing their best to remedy the
evil, and that expert chemists were beinyg
appointed to improve the nethods. I fail to
see any provision for the appointment of
these experts, and I should like to know
what is being done. The matter is & serious
one for the people. The supply is unsuit-
able for domestic purposes, destrmctive to
clothing and cxpensive to use. After all
these vears the Minister should be able to
give us a definite statement on the matter.
The continuation of the svstem of meters
is also undesirable. It is a costly means of
collecting a Few thousand pounds. The
amount collected from exeess water is not
great, but something like £160,000 is sunk
in meters. The interest upon that would
absorb most of the revenue colleeted from
excess water. The meter gystem should be
abandoned. The installation of deep drain-
ace i parts ot my electorate seems to have
heen stopped, and people are continuning
with the old system. Only a small section
of the deep drainage scheme has so far been
completed. Tt is time we had some pro-
nouncement on the subject.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Tf meters are
going to be aholished, I urge that this re-
formn should have genergl application. There
are fine garden lands in the Great Southern.
Tf meters are aholished 1 hope people in the
conntry will be able to enjoy the same hene-
fit= as those who live in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. NORTH: The Minister gave us some
information rocently concerning the inten-
fions of the department in extending the
diep drainage <vstem. Tast session an Aect
was nassed allowine loeal authorities to in-
stal (heir own septie tanks. Thev are not
willinz to go on with this work, which would
snve the department a lot of money, because
of the uncertainty as to how soon the Gov-
ernment drainace scheme will follow. 1
should be glad if the Minister wounld say how
he feels disposed towards the local authori-
ties in this matter. Tf he said he would post-
pone the deep drainage for 10 or 15 vears,
he would relieve them of anxiety om the
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puint. Seeing that some years must pass
Lelore the eity is fully sewered, it would be
of great advantage if all the local authorities,
including the Perth Road Board, inaugur-
ated the septic tank system that is so suc-
cessful in Adelaide and other cities. An
officer of the City Counecil who has recently
returned from the Eastern States was favour-
ably impressed by the use of this small ap-
paratus in the outer suburbs of Eastern
States capitals. 1t is of no lLenefit to any
jocal  authority or householder, if after
si ending the money involved in installing the
septic tank gystem the deep drainage comes
along within three or four years, and adds
to the burden of the ratepayers. L1t is true
that about 75 per cent. of the money spent
on the septic tank system cun be used to-
wards the cost of coonnecting up with
the deep drainage system. No ome is
anxious to inenr that expense if with-
in a litle while all the honses are
to be connected with the Gavernment scheme.
Although I believe the department - would
not actually extend their works unless the
request came from the local anthorities, yet
to put my distriet richt T would be glad if
the Minister would state his intentions in
cases where the local authorities set out a
whole area on a proper septie tank system.
Such a system would in any case result in
a thorough cleaning-up of the metropolitan
district. A definite policy should be stated
so as to correlate the sewerage of all the
suburbs. TIn fact, millions of pounds are
involved, and these could be well spent in
olher directions, becanse deep sewerage of
the metropolitan area, in which there is esti-
mated to he room for six millions of people
—the same population as that of Londen—
must he heyond the means of metropolitan
residents for the next 15 or 20 years.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Is it intended to ex-
tend the deep water drain in Fast Perth?
The drain has heen left practically at a dead
end, with the result that when the waters
come down neighhouring properties are
flooded.  The City Couneil are prevented
from extending streets, and properties are
filled in to the utmost extent they can he,
until the drain has received attention. Fur-
ther, the City Counneil are prevented from
riving nceess to that part of the electorate
by reason of the fact that one of the main
streets crossing the drain cannot be eom-
pleted unless it is pulled up again so
that the drainage work may be effected.
After the winter rains the gromnd in the
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vicinily of the drain becomes a suceession
of puddle holes. The drain has been stunted
on its road o the river, and the sooner
money can he provided for ifs extension
beyond the Jewell-sireet crossing the sconer
will that portion of the city be given the
opportunity to develop as it should.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As to
the appointment of a chemist, referred to
by the member for North Perth (Mr. Maec-
Callum Smith), the chemist is engaged under
the Government Analyst, Dr. Simpson. Dr,
Simpson is the offieer we hold responsible,
but the chemist has been allotted to him to
specialise on the question of metropolitan
water supply, under which vote he is pro-
vided for. As to meters, I wish we were in
a position to invite metropolitan residents
to use as mueh water as they eould to heau-
tify their homes, make gnrdens and so forth;
but we shall not be in a position to do that
for at least 20 wears, according to depart-
mental estimates; and possibly the city will
grow so much in 20 vears that at the ex-
pirntion of that period cousnmers of water
may still find themselves nurrowly restrieted.
Without meters there wouhl not he enough
water to sapply the metvopolitan area dur-
ing winter. let alone snmmer, The objert
of meters ix to restrict the use of water.
Without them there would nol be enongh
water for domestie purposes all round. The
only means of preventing a wreat shortage
of water in (he metropolitan area is meters:
that is, until there has been an opportunity
te put the hig hills seheme throngh. It is
expected that 7.000 meters will be installed
during the next few months, We hope to
get 70 or 80 per cent. of the serviee metered;
so far we have had only 40 per cent. With
so many new buildings going up and so
many people desirous of getting lawns es-
tablished, the sprinkler, in the absence of
a meter, never stops hut goes on night and
day, with the resnlt that in summer people
on the high levels get no water at all.

Mr, J. MaeCallum Smith: But why should
the scheme tnke 20 years?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The big
regervoir at Canning is expected to take six
or eirht vears to construet, partly owing to
finoneial considerations. It will hold about
four times as much water as Mundaring
‘Weir. Looking to the future, I eannot see
there is any possibility of restricting the
meters, and the only hope we have of giv-
int a decent water supply is by having

" dealt with under the Loan Estimates.
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meters. Tt is merely a question of cheeking
the supply, not of metering. Apart from
that 1 do not regard it from the financial
point of view at all. As to the guestion of
sewerage, activities under that heading are
This
applies also to the storm water posifion
mentioned by the member for East Perth
{Mr. Kenneally). It is impossible to say
what will be done until the Loan Estimates
are finalised and they are being considered
at present. The vote under eonsideratton
now deals merely with salaries and with ad-
ministration. When the Loan Estitnates are
belore the Comnmiftee I will take the oppor-
tunity, as the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) suggested, to give some idea as to
what attitude we will adopt regarding future
sewerage operations.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Other  hiydraulic
chargeable to revenue, £31,650:

undertakitigs

Mr. BROWN: I wish to draw attention to
the poor water supply at Pingelly. The sup-
ply is drawn from the Hotham River, where
the water is brackish, By the time it reaches
Pingelly through the pipes, it is impossible
for man or beast to use the water. The pipes
are 50 rusted that it is impossible for one
to lean against the uprights without danger
of them breaking through, The position is
serious. The people there have to pay a
water rate of Js. in the pound and the town
is rated on the capital value. T pay so much
per year that if I were to erect a 1,000 gal-
lon tank each year, in about three or four
years I wonld have all the water I required,
but at the same time I have to pay the
rate, whether 1 use the water or not. When
[ first went to Pingelly I was charged
for excess water, but I found that it killed
all the plants and adversely affected the
lzwns as well. The result iz we get no
oxeoss water now, except for the bowling
green and a small park., The !Govern-
ment provided £400 in order to enable en-
gineers to make an inspection of the rock
catchments in the distriet. The money was
only suflicient for one ingpection to he made
and the report showed that a scheme by
which water would be secured from that
eatchment would cost £60,000. There are
other rock catechment areas but, owing to
the inadequacy of the grant, the engineers
could not report on them. Tt is possible that
a zood holding ground would be found at
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one or other of the remaining rock eatch-
ments. The Coolgardie water pipes are with-
in 30 miles of Pingelly, and I do not know
what it would cost to convey the water from
Beverley. I have been informed that if the
water were taken beyond Beverley, the
pipes between Northam and Beverley would
have to be increased in size. The Govern-
ment had done good work in regard fo roek
catghments. In Kondinin there iz a beauti-
ful supply drawn from the rock catchment
there, but I understand the townspeople ob-
jeet Lo the rate that has been imposed, which,
I believe, amounts to 3s. in the pound. They
have a beautiful supply of water, but if they
had to pay the same rate and get ihe water
we have in Pingelly, I do not know what they
would say.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The exorbitant valu-
ations are the eaunse of the trouble.

Mr. BROWN: That may be so. 1 know
that the banks, hotel and other laige build-
ings at Pingelly are rated upwards of £30
a year, and yet they do not use sixpenny-
worth of water. If the supply were a good
one, & considerable gquantity would be used
in connection with the gardens, T believe
the Pingelly people would be in pocket if
they serapped the present scheme and put
down a number of wells in the distriet to
keep the stock going. I wonld like the Gov-
ernment to authorise an inspection of the
rock catchments west of Pingelly. I hope
the Minister will be able to do something for
the people there, and also to aseertsin if it
would be practicable to provide a supply
from the Coolgardie scheme through Bever-
ley.

Mr, FERGUSON : The township of Moora
is absolutely without water supply. I be-
Yieve it is the only town of its size and im-
portance in Wegtern Awustralia that is in such
a position. Many efforfs have been made
during the last 30 years to secure a supply,
but failnre attended each atfempt. The de-
partmental officials endeavoured once or
twice to provide a water supply. Through
lack of local knowledge they have always
failed to furnish us with that essential com-
modity. On one oceasion the department
praposed to construet a dam in a certain
area where they were told insnfficient water
would be available. After some time had
been spent in wmaking tests, they gave up
the proposition and took the advice of loeal
people that they conld have followed earlier
and thus saved expense. On another oceasion
they proposend to constrnet a dam in the river
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and, had it oot heen for the publie outery, it
would have been done, and a supply would
have been available that would have been un-
fit for comsumplion becanse the waler
in the river is so salty. At the out-
break of the war the Governemnt of
the day on the report of the Government
Geologist were prevailed upon to put down
a sub-arfesian hore to test the distriet. 1t
cost, I believe, £8,000 or £9,000, but was
never completed. The people of Moora are
desirous that another bore should be put
down so that the district might be thor-
oughly tested for sub-artesian water, If such
a supply does exist, the farmers would at
ohce make use of it in order to carry more
stoek. I have brought this under the notice
of the Minister, but so far I have failed
to get anything done. A liftle time ago a
proposal was made to put down some wells
and reticulate the town from that supply.
However, the residents will not have any-
thing to do with if, for they believe there is
not suflicient water there. The department
proposes to enter into an agreement with the
local people, who will be asked to pay a cer-
tain rate for reticulation from this source,
but the people will not listen to it. The task
devolves on the department to supply Moora
with water. The pegple are willing to pay
for it. They are quite used to paying for
everything that thay get.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you do not
pay for what you do not get.

Mr, FERGUSON: We have paid for 2
lot of things that Northam and other places
have had. I urge on the Minister the neces-
sity for supplying Moora with water, I
have bheen there for some 3¢ years and I
know that numerous attempts have been
unsuceessfully made to get a water supply.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should like to ask
the Minister what has been done in regard
to providing flood gates to regulate the flow
in the Avon River at flood time. I think
the Minister will he able to enlighten us
on this point. I wounld again emphasise the
charges for water supply en agriculturnl
extensions from the main. The original loan,
we know, has been redeemed, the schems is
now our own, and while there may he re-
plarements to he made in the pipe line, still
it is time we had a reduction in the charges,
especially to those settlers a long way out
from the pipe line.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I desire to clear up n
misunderstanding that arose during the elee-
tions. It was in relation to the Edjudina
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dom. I fiud from the files that when the
dam wag transferred in August, 1925, it was
arranged that it should be kept in good
order, There is nothing later on the file, ex-
cept a letter from mie in February of this
year. L was of opinion that it was always
the function of the lessee to keep the dam
in order, Lhat being the ordinary agreement
with the Government for wells and dams
when hunded ovir lo uther people. 1n leb-
raary 1 wrote to the department and [ got
a reply from Mr. Munt, the Under Seecre-
tary, dated 9th Mareh. [t reached we at
Laverton, three or tour days later. Mr.
Munt wrote—

I have by direction lv acknowledge receipt
of your letter of the 25th ultime reparding
the condition of the Government dam at Ldju-
dina. I have to inform you that the tank
is leased, and that in accordance with the
agrecment the lesser agrees to maintain in
good working order the condition of the tank
and egquipment at his owm cost.

That, of course, was what I had been ex-
pecting. I received that on about the 12th
or 14th March. A couple of days before the
election my opponent eame through the dis-
trict. He told me that where I had failed
in my duty as a member for so many years,
it had fallen to his lot to get things dome
that I could not get done. Xe said I had
unsueressfully made an application but that
all he had to do was to speak to the Minister
in Kalgoorlie and the work was put in hand.
I did not believe that and when speaking
in bis presence at the meeting, T said it was
a misunderstanding and that he was inclined
to impose on the credulity of the electors.
I said that I had a letter from the Under
Secretary, Mr. Munt, explaining that the
tank was leased and that under his agree-
meunt with the Government the lessee bad to
keep it in ovder. My opponent then said he
did not believe Mr. Munt's letter and that
if he got in Mr. Munt would he rooted out.

Mr. Thomson: What a lucky escape Mr,
Munt had.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes; my opponent
was a blustering sort of chap. He made
the statements, not at Edjudina where the
dam is, but at Laverton, where Mr.
Cunningham, the Honorary Minister, is
just as well known and respected as he is
in any other part of Western Australia.
The people of Laverton, knowing Mr. Cun-
ningham, believed me and disbelieved my
opponent. They said, “If Cunningham
wouldn’t do it for Taylor, he wouldn’t do it
for you merely as propaganda work.,” When
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I came to Perth I rang up about it and ihey
said the work was put in hand.
Hon. J. Cunningham: It was never put

‘in hand. Who told you that?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 think the reply was
that the work was to be put in hand, but
that the flood had stopped it.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The work was not
to he put in hand.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But I think your
letter said it was to be put in hand.

on. J. Cunningham: 1 did not say any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. G. TAYL.OR : I understood the Hon-
orary Minister had promised bim to get the
work done, but 1 did not helieve his state-
ment. [f the Minister tells me that it was
not to be put in hand, I must accept his
assurance. The following letter was written
on the 15th March:—

Whilst at Kalgoorlic recently a request was
submitted to me that the Edjudina tank, which
is now dry, should be cleaned ont. I was given
to understand that the tonk is leased to a
Mr. Grecn, pastoraliet, but prospectors and
gandalwood pullers draw their supplies from
it. I think if the engineers pet into touch
with Mr. Green, arrangements could be made
for the loeal people to elean out the tank and
thus obviate the department’s sending men
and gear to sucl a distance. Will you please
take the matter up aecordingly? Sgd. Jaa.
Cunningham.

Men went out there from Kookynie to un-
dertake the work.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You are wrong in
that because there is no authorisation for
expendditure o1 the file,. How could they go
out if they were not authorised?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 only want the Min-
ister to say that. T am only repeating what
my opponent said. The rains came on and
the tank was filled in a few hours. T made
inguiries and was told the work was to be
put in hand. According to the file, the Min-
ister was met in Kalgoorlie, but there is
nothing to show by whom he was met. The
Minister is well known in Laverton and Mt.
Morgans, and it is not righi that a <tate-
went shonld be made that he, for the pnr-
pose of getting a few votes for a supporter,
did that sort of thing. My opponent men-
tioned on the same oreasion several other
things that he said he had got done, but in fact
they were not done. e said Mr. Munt was
an enemy of the Minister and of the Gov-
ernment and, if he was returned, Mr. Munt
would be put out. The present Minister for
Agricultnre was Minister for Mines at the
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iime, and he was to be put out, too. If that
mean had been returned, he was not sweet on
the Premier, either.

The Premier: 1t is just as well for us
that you beat him.

Hon. G. TAYL.OR: The Minister might
be able to clear tbe matter up. I do not
want the electors to be under the impression
thot the Minister did sometbing tbat I feel
sure he would not do.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister): 1 admit that the Pingelly
water supply is very mnch as the mem-
ber for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) said, but
it was provided many years age.  Since
then, I understand, quite & large amount of
¢learing has been done in the adjacent coun-
try, with the result that the salinity of the
small rreeks and sireams flowing into the
catchment has ineressed considerably. The
resulf is that the water supply has a much
higher salinity now than it had when the
work was first completed. The hon. member
mentioned that the department were fully
alive to the wants of the district. Only re-
cently a sum of money was set aside to
ascertain the estimate for providing an ade-
quate water supply for the town. The hon.
member is already aware of the contents of
that report. It is impossible to pro-
vide n scheme for Pingelly at a cost of
£60,000 because the ratepavers could not
raise the necessary annuval charges. The
member for Moore (Mr. Fergnson) pointed
out that the Water Supply Departrent had
alveady offered to provide a supply for that
town, but the loeal people would not have
it. The position is that a seheme was ont-
lined, and it was found that the maximnm
rate of 3s. in the pound struck on the annual
value of the town property would not pre-
vide sufficient for the annual charges. The
road board were approached with a view to
their providing the money or putting up a
proposition. Finally the people of Moora
declined to have the scheme on their minds.
What they asked was that the department
should put down another bore to locate an
artesian or sub-artesian sapply. The hon.
member has heen notified within the last few
days that there is no chance of the depart-
ment going on with the work. The member
for York (Mr. Griffiths) spoke of the ex-
tensions from the 30-inch main into the agri-
eoltoral areas and he appeared to be all at
ses. He asked for a reduction in the price
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of water supplied by those extensions on the
ground that the goldfields water supply loan
had been repaid. Surely the hon. member
must be aware that no charge is made for
the water from that scheme. The only charge
made is a rate suflicient to pay interest,
ginking fund and maintenance on the exten-
sions, The settlers accepted the extensions
with their cves open and many of them ave
fortunate in receiving water at a very low
rate, A majority of them are now enabled
to stock their holdings, and I have heard
it said by members sitting on the Opposition
benches that the wool proceeds from the
sheep they are now able to run return more
than sufficient to pay the charge for water.
The agriculturists whose holdings have been
connected with the goldfields scheme are for-
tunate indeed. The member for Mt. Mar-
waret (Hon. G. Taylor) certainly did write
to the depariment, as the file discloses, and
asked that something be done in the way of
cleaning out the Edjudina dam. That was
on the 9th March.

Hon. G. Tayler: No, it was replied to on
the 8th March.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: That is so.
When the reply was sent out, I was in Kal-
goorlie. The hon. member knows that the
departmental officers, realising that he
wanted a reply, furnished the only possible
reply. When I was in Kalgoorlie I met
some people from Ejudina, who told me
the tank was dry and that it would be an
opportune time to have it cleaned out. I
sent word to the Under Secretary outlining
the facts, and asking him to act accordingly.
That meant he would have to obtain a re-
port and aseertain whether it was possible
to undertake the work. The Under Seere-
tary drew my attention to the fact that
there was a clause in the agreement between
the pastoral company and the department,
providing that the lessee should maintain
the tank in guod order and condition. The
lability of the department, therefore, ended
when that agreement was entered into. The
obligation was on the lessee to have the tank
eleaned ouf, and he has heen notified ac-
cordingly with a view to keeping him up to
the agreement. YWhile this matter was under
consideration there happened fo be eight
or ten inches of rain, and I understand the
{ank has since been full. I am not respon-
sible for the remarks of the opponent of
the member for Mt. Margaret at eleetion
time. Some candidates make extraordinary
remarks on such oceasions. The hon. mem-
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ber has been long enough in Parliament
to realise that very offen one can attach but
little importance to remarks that are made
at random during an election campaign.

Hon. ;. Taylor: He put you in a bad
light, hut I am giad it has been cleared up.

Hon. J, CUNNENGHAM: Much depends
on how a person views such a matter. T am
sure the hon. member wounld not bring him-
self to think that T would stoop to de such
a wean thing during his absence.

Hon, G, Taylor: I defended you and de-
nied it.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The member
for Avon referred to the overflow from the
salt lakes inte the Avon River. An engineer
visited the place to colleet the necessary
dats, to enable the department to be pos-
gessed of information as to the position.
Beyond that report nothing has been done.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Perth City Markeis, £650—agreed
to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.
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Wednesday, 9th November, 1927,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ROUTES.
Sandstone and Leonora to Lawlers.

Hon. E. A. HARRIS asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Will he lay on the Table the 1911
report of the Railway Advisory Board on
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the railway routes from Sandstone to Lav
lers®

The CHIEF SECRETARY replie
Yes, if the House so desives, I suggest ti
-hon. member move for the production ¢
the paper.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mofion by Hon. E. Rose, leave of al
sence for three consecutive sittings grante
to Hon. W. T. Glasheen on the ground ¢
urgent private business.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Loan and Inseribed Stock (Sinkin
Fund.)
Passged.
2. Racing Restriction.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACYT
AMENDMENT,

In Committee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honorar
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 4—ngreed to.
Clause 5—Amendment of Seetion 15:

The HONORARY MINISTER:
an amendment—

That the following paragraph be added:-

‘‘Subseetion (2) of Section 15 of the prix
eipal Act is amended b} the omission of th
words ‘and reformatory’ and of the words ‘et
tablished before the commencement of thi
Aet.” ?’
The clause repeals Subsection 1 of Sectio
15, but retains Subsection 2; and thi
amendment, as has been pointed out by M
Lovekin, is necessary to put matters i
order.

I mov

Amendment put and passed; the claunse, 3
amended, agreed to.

Clause 6—Amendment of Section 34:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I ask the Committe
to omit this clause, The Children’s Cowm
say that if a child is to be released on prc
bation or taken away from an industriz



