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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1, Bridgetown Lot 39A.
2, lBroomchill Lot 602.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

BILL-STATE INSUtAROE.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-TRANSFER oF LAN ACT
AMIENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock-Geraldton) (t4.38J in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Bill has
been prepared for the purpose of Simplify-
ing and improving the procedure under the
Transfer of Land Act. The present West-
en Australian Act of 1893 was based on the
Victorian Act of 1890. Since then there
have been nine amending Acts in Victoria
and eight in Western Australia. As the con-
solidation of various Acts is in progress, it
was considered desirable that before the
Transfer of Land Act was consolidated, it
should be brought up to date and amended
in directions that experience in this and other
States has shown to be desirable. In the
other States as well, the Trnnsfer of Land
Acts have been based on the original Tor-
rens Act that was brought into force in
South Australia about 50 or 60 years ago.
Owing ote asn of that legislation.
transactions in respect of land are more
easily accomplishied in Australia than else-
where throughout the world. in fact, it
caused rather a revolution in connection with

land titles. The Act made dealings under that
heading much more simple and really en-
abled them to be coped with without trouble.
Instead of having to go to all the trouble
that was experienced formerly, that legisla-
tion made it merely necessary to search the
titles to ascertain the ownership of land.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It saved time
and expense.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
saved a tremendous amount ol' time and
quite a lot of money. Before the passing of
the Transfer of Land Act in this State, all
sorts of deeds, conveyances, memoril an

other legal documents had to be assembled
and duly produced to definitely prove that
the man who desired to dispose of land was
in fact, the real owner.

Mr. Sampson: At times months were oc-
cupied in making the necessary investiga-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Often
it took longer than that. Then, again, the
absence of some document resulted in trans-
actions being held up for considerable
periods. Now the position is that each block
of land that is brought within the scope of
the Act is registered. A lot of land in West-
ern Australia has not been brought within
the scope of the present Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is not
much.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: About
80 per cent. of the land already alienated
has been brought under the Act and the
remainder has not been dealt with in that
way.

Mr. Sampson: It is very costly to bring
land under the Transfer of Land Act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
costly, but once that expenditure has been
incurred, the procedure is so simple that it
enables transactions in land to be completed
expeditiously and satisfactorily.

Mr. Sampson: That is a set-off against
the expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: How-
ever, the passing of the Transfer of Land
Act made the business of dealing in land
generally much more simple. The applicant
is given a certificate of title by the Registrar
of Titles and the person wh~ose name ap-
pears on the title is recoo'nised As the owner
of the land. There is a possibility that some
people may have rizhts in conn ection with
land so registered. In fact, the name of some
person mfay be reenstered on the title, and
yet lbe may not properly be the owner of the~
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land. To mitt rich instances there was es-
tablished an assurance fund front which any-
tine whose land had been dealt with inpro-
perly could be vozaplensated. It may be that
through some misadventure the Registrar of
Titles, gave a certificate of tidle to a person
who should not have been registered as the
rightful owner of the particular land af-
feeteti. Subhject to eindorsements on the
ti tle. I he Iiein whose name appears on
the certificatc of title can embark upon deals
in connection with the land by way
of mortgage or sale or in anmy other
way he may desire. There are arena-
'i.11 ta wl tI .. ... Vtillea te of title does not
necessarily prove ownership, because peo-
pie mayv elaiti land by what iR known as
adverse possession. Although someone ay
hold the certificate of title for a block of
laud, someone else mnay' have acquired rights
by having been in possession of the land for
12 years. In such circumstances the latter
person can claim a title for the land,
.And that is taken 1)' means of the process
known As adverse possessi on.

Hon. W. J. George: But if the man whose
namne appeal'- on the certificate of title has
paid1 the rate, lurine that period, the other
mam cannot get the land.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
j o. This procedure i4 what is known as

jiilping land. However. should there be a
block for which there does not appear to be
any owner, And an individual occupies it
for the period I have mentioned, he can
make application for adverse possession and
become the re~istered owner or' the. land.'
Then. noaiu. municipalities and road hoards
have power to sell land after a lixed period
for the non-pa 'yment of rates. Should that
he done, the locqa lltbonitics, havin- sld
the land hr' public auction, a fre-h title can
be issued to the purchaser of that land.
That title is issued by the registrar
onu A certificate from the local auithority.
Even then the original owner may still pos-
sess his certificate of title, but it would be
of no usqe to him because the land would have
been forfeited for the non-payment of rates.
That man, claiming to be the owner of the
land. may endeavour to sell it to someone
else, hut anyone desirous of purchaqing land
should consider other things besides fhe cer-
tificate of title. After all the title is only
a duplicate. An intending purchaser should
search the Titles Office and if the search dis-
closedl that the man wvag in fact not the

owner of the land or that the land had been
sold for non-payment of rates, the intending
purchaser would know the position and
could act accordingly. Titles are also sub-
ject to easements which, while leaving the
owner in possession of the land, give other
people rights of way over the land, or right
to light, or rights of profit, as they are
termed, namely, the right to obtain water,
cut timbter, or quarry stone, etc. What are
known as restrictive covenants also exist,
such as thie prohibition of buildings, noxious
trades, hotels, etc. If the land is subject to
a restriction called a restrictive covenant,
it munst not be used for any of the purposes
prohibited tinder the covenant.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Like Roe-street.

The "MINJSTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
There could be a restrictive covenant in re-
spect of buildings to be erected on certain
land. iAh owner may sell a portion of his
land subject to a restrictive covenant against
the purchaser not to erect a hotel on it.
That applies to some of the Crown lands.
In certain towns, lots are sold and the titics
stipulate that the blocks are not to be used
for the erection of hotels. Experience has
shown that many modifications are required
for the more efficient working of the Aet.
The Bill is technical hut it has been thor-
oughly considered as regards the require-
meats of owniers, purchasers, arid the simpli-
fication of procedure in the Titles Office,
while in other directions it will give a clearer
title and generally prove beneficial in decal-
ings with land either by sale, lease, mort-
gage or caveat. At present it is not corn-
pulsory to register easemuents, rights of way,
or profits, although they may be in existence.
A mn may o'vni a block of land and some-
one else may have right of way over it ob-
tained from years of utage, or- for some other
reason, and it is not compulsory to rezister
such a right. A bona fide purchaser may
acquire the land in all good faith and he
may discover afterwards that other people
have rights over it of which he was unaware.
The certificate of title, therefore, is not a
clear title and probably such land would
not he worth the money paid for it. A cer-
tificate of title does not necessarily have to
disclose existing easements. The Bill pro-
vides that easements, profits, or leases of
a duration of three years and upwards shall
he registered. Intending purchasers will
then know exactly the position. A certifi-
eate of title is supposed to give a clean title
antd yet such encumbrances may exist and
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people may know nothing of them. We arc
giving people at least 12 months' notice to
register any rights they have in land. It
is proposed that people who have not regis-
tered any right they have in property by
the 31st December of next year will have
uo claim against the owner. They may have
a claim against the original owne;, but they
would not bare a claim against an owner
who in the interim had bought the land on
the certificate of title.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: That is the law
now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
A man may buy a block of land and the fact
that a water right or other right exists may
not appear on the title. After the transac-
tion has been completed the purchaser finds
that some other person has rights over the
property.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: An agreement
or lease of over three years must be shown.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Regarding adverse possession, which means
what is colloquially known as jumping land
it is proposed that claimants shall protect
themselves by caveat, and they will be allowed
until the end of next year to do so. Any
person having rights over land should lodge
a caveat and have it endorsed on the title
that a caveat exists. It is proposed that if
anyone having rights of any description over
land, particularly in regard to adverse pos-
session, does not protect his interests by the
end of next yea;, while those rights may lie
conserved against the original owner, they
will not be conserved against someone who
has bought the land in good faith. If a
man produces a clean certificate of title and
other peoiple with rights have not protected
their interests, sucht interests will not he
recornis3ed and will not hold good against
a new owner. Consequently people then
-will not be buying a pig in a poke as at
present.

Hlon. Sir James 14itchell: That is the law
noy.

The MINWISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
The Solicitor General, the draftsman and the
Commissioner of Titles say that those things
are not clearly stipulated at present.

Mr. Thomson: I thought that when a man
was giving a trans;fer he had to stipulate
all encumbrances.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
hut those encumbrances may not be known
to people. They cannot lie known unless
they are endorsed on the title or protccteil

by caveat. Failing a caveat, a bona fide
purchaser after the end of next year will
know that the land cannot be affected by
adverste possession. That is the law in South
Australia, hut it has been modified to the
extent that the adverse possessor's title is
good as against the registered possessor at
the date of acquirement. Provisions from
Victoria and New South Wales will enable
casements to be removed f row titles
on proof that they have been aban-
doned or have ceased to exist. I~n
Victoria and 'New South Wales, when
it is proved that easements have cased
to exist, they may be removed f roL
the title and a clean certificate of title may
be issued.

Mir. Thomson: So long as they remain on
the title, they can be elaimedl

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : Yes.
U.0nder our law no power is given to the
Sommissioner of Titles to remove such

tasements. A man may have a block of
land on which is a building with a wall
common to that building and the building
ou the adjoining block. The two buildings
may be pulled down and yet the easement
may still remain on the title. It is desired
that the Commissioner of Titles shall have
power to remove easements from the title
when it is shown that they have ceased to
exist, so that the title may not be encum-
bered in any way. Provision is also mada
for restrictive covenants to be discharged.
I explained earlier wvhat was meant by
restrictive covenants. They are restrictions
in the use to which certain land may he
p~ut. Although no one may desire a restric-
tion to continue, there is no power for the
Commissioner of Titles to remove it. A
man having a section of land might cut it
into five or six blocks which he leaves to
four or five of his children. He may im-
pose a restriction that nothing but brick
houses shall he built or that the land shall
not be used for gardening, factory or cer-
tain other purposes. Someone else may
acquire all the blocks, hut while the restric-
tive covenant remains it is diffiult to deal
with the land because a clean certificate of
title cannot be given. When it can he
proved that restrictive covenants have
ecased to exist, the Commissioner of Titles
should have power to remove them, and
give a clean certificate of title, thus per-
mitting the land to be dealt with in the
ordinary way. At present uncertainty
exists regarding- the right,, of persons wh-,
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have obtained judgments against registered
proprietors. The proposed amendments
(peal with the respective rights and duties
of the execution creditor, the registered
proprietor and persons entitled to un-
registered interests. .For simplification
in office working and convenience of
and owners, it is proposed to have separate

mortgage and charge registers, thus doing
away with a caist number of entries now,
necessary on certificates of title, A muau
inight have a mnortgage onl a block of land
on which is erected a building. He might
sublet it or give a second and third mort-
gage. All those transactions hav'e to appear
on the original certificate of title and th2
enitries pile up. While the first mortgage
will appear as anl encumbrance on the
crtificate of title, any further dealings in
Sthe land will be recorded in the register
dealing with mortgages. The same pro-
cedure will apply to any charge. "Charge"
iq used in the sense of anl annual payment
payable to some person for a term of years,
or for life, and charged on the land like a1
mortgage. A man on dying may leave his
land in trust for his widow, subject to her
r eceiving an annuity off perhaps £200, F300)
or £400 a year. It is proposed to record
such charges in a register instead of on the
title. Provision is made that mortgages,
leases and other instruments shall be in
duplicate, as is the case with certificates
of title. Then no dealing will be registered
unless the duplicate held by the owner ts
produced and is filed.

Hon. Sir Jame$ Mitchell: It will be a
good deal wore costly for some people.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not think so. At present, when transac-
tions of the kind are going through the
Titles Office, the mortgage and second
Mortgage have to be produced and regis-
tered, and particulars have to be endorsed
on the certificate of title. There is no
necessity for all that. The owner of land
i'; not concerned what a lessee does wvith

iso long as the lessee does not infringe
n1 restrictive covenant. So long as the
owner's rights are preserved, he is not con-
cerned with what a lessee does. Yet all
those transactions are now endorsed on the
original certificate of title. In regard to
Crown grants, after the expiration of the
time for conditional purchase, it is often
found that owving to difficulties of survey
.nd other questions, the Lands Department.

are not ready to issue a title. What is
kitown as a permit to occupy is given in
place of the title, until the proper Crown
granit call he issuied. On these "permits to
occupy" are endorsed any dealings that
inay have taken place in regard to the
particular bloec of land, but the law says
lout when the Crown grant is due, all the
details, notwithstanding that they may
have been discharged ad finished with,
have to be endorsed on the Crown grants
when issued, It is sought by this amend-
,,ent to provide that it these dealings occur

during the time when the permit to occupy
is held by thet ow-ner, when the Crown grant
is issued, and these transactions are fin-
ished with, they shall not be endorsed on
the back or tine title, In other wvords it
will not be necessary to endorse these
transactions as is done at present. Pro-
vision is made for the issue of special
leases and mortgages in lieu of a duplicate
that may have been lost or destroyed.
improved measures are provided for calling
in duplicates of certificates of title, where
they have to be rectified, cancelled, or deal-
ings have to be registered thereon. The
present procedure is, for a person neglect-
ing to obey the requisition, to be summoned
to show cause, but the disregard of the
order of the court is not specifically dealt
with. The new procedure provides that
any person disobeying the order of the
court may be committed. Power is also given
to the Commissioner to have the amount
due on any mortgage, when a foreclosure
application is made, determined by the
Master of the Supreme Court. At present
when people own land the subject of a
mortgage, there is often a disagreement as
to the rights and charges, and the amount
due to various indi viduals cornected with the
deal. It is now sought to give power to
the Commnissioner, not to give the decision
himself, but to refer the matter to the Mas-
ter of the Supreme Court, who will say,
from the documents placed before him, how
much money each person is entitled to re-
ceive with respect to the deal. Provision
is made with regard to caveats. The Trans-
for of Land Act says that there can be only
one caveat on land in regard to one deal.
If the original owner has, say, a property
worth £20,000, and desires to sell a smal
portion of it for £000 or £E400, and has a
mortgage upon it of £10,000 to some other
individual who is quite satisfied that the
owner should sell a portion of the block, at
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present the caveat must be taken off before
he can dispose of a moiety of the land, and
it is 'iot possible to put the caveat back,

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: That law it;
an ass.

The MI.0NISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
silly. Provision is now being made where-
by, if the en' eator is willing to allow any
deal of that kind to go through, the
caveat will not be taken off; consequently, it
can remain instead of, as at present, being
Voided altogether. It is proposed to have
three register-s instead of one, that is, one
for certificates of titles, one for mortgages,
and one for easements, profits, covenants,
etc. This w%%ill obviate the necessity for a
vatst number of entries on the certiflcate of
title relating- to suboequent dealings with
the mortgagee. etc., after the first registra-
tion thereof on the certificate of title. Fur-
theninore, the number of competent wit-
nesses to the execution of documents is en-
larged, and power is given to the Governor
to still further enlarge it. As regards ad-
verse possession, a middle course is pro-
posed. In South Australia the adverse pos-
sessor obtains no title, no matter how long
he remains in adverse possession. in West-
ern Australia he can obtain a complete
title. It is proposed to support adverse pos-
session as againsit the registered proprietor
during the period of adverse possession, hut
to leave the certificate of title free from the
adverse possession as regards any person
buying the land in good faith. The ad-
verse possessnr is therefore bound to make
good his claim in the period mentioned, or
run the risk of loss should thn owner sell
during such period. The Bill, while it does
not dleal with any grreat principle, requires
very careful eonideraition. It has been
puitiup for the purpose of simplifying deal-
mn,,-. in land, It is not a matter of Govern-
mnt or party policy.

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: Nothing to do
-with it. 1 should say.

The _MPIiSTER FOR JUISTICE: It
merely simplifies the law. Legal people who
are interestedI in this particular part of the
law may' find something in the Bill with
which they do not agree, and something
which they think should not be amended. In
those circumstances, I do not want to hurry
the passage of the Bill, and am prepared to
agree to a reasonable adjournment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:. Say till next
Tuesday.

The MNINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If it
is thought desirable, we might have a select

committee appointed to deal with it. I
think, however, after the Bill is perused,
and after the memorandum which is printed
in connection with it, and which explains
each clause, is also perused, the Bill will
he generally understood. No doubt the
memorandum is as technical as the Bill.
Those people who aire used to dealing in
land will, however, soon acquire a know-
ledge of the proposed amendments, and will
not, I think, find it very hard to understand
the eaect of the proposed alterations in the
law. a' do not elaim, to he an expert in
miatters appertaining to land transfers, but
I feel, after studying the Bill and the ac-
companying memorandum, and comparing
it with the original Act, that I "have a good
grip of it.

lEon. Sir Jame; 21 itchell: Let us cross-
examine you.

The M1INISTE74R FOR JUSTICE: In
Committee I shall be prepared to suffer a
bombardment of cross-examination. In view
of my explanation of the Bill, and the
memorandum, it should not he dimficult for
members to understand the proposed
changes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That will be
something new.

The M1INISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not suppose that any people except those
interested in these particular matters will
bother much about the Bill. The law will
be simiplified and improved, and generally
brought up to date. That will he an ad-
vantage to al~l concerned. Our Transfer of
Land Act will he consolidated by these
amendments, and the various laws that have
been passed during- the last 35 years on
this question will he brought together. This
will he of considerable advantage. It is no
use consolidating the Transfer of Landl Acts
wvithonit first making amendments that tire
desirable.

MrNf. Thomson: The suggestion of a select
Committee is a good one.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All I
wish to ensure is that there shall be a gen-
eral understanding of the proposed amend-
meats, so that everyone will realise how it
is intended to amend the law.

I-on. Sir James Mitc~hell: It is purely a
leg-al matter.

The MIiSTER FOR JUSTICE:- I do
not know what a select committee composed
of laymen of this House could do in the
matter.

Mr. Thomson: The evidence they would
get would be the important factor.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Now
that this amendment has been brought down
it will be the function of those who do busi-
ness in land transfer and deal in land gener-
ally to get a copy of the Bill and the mem-
orandumn that will also be available. After
the explanation I have given, I think every-
one interested will have a general idea of
what it is desired to do in this direction.
If there is anything wrong with the Bill,
I shall be quite prepared to have the various
points discussed in Committee.

Mr. Thomson: Will this make the pre-
eduhre more costly?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No;
it will simplify the law and give greater
security to those who buy land in good faith
on the evidence on the certificate of title.
The Bill will prov-ide sufficient proof to
the purchaser that he has a clear title
on the purchase of land. The Leader
of the Opposition says he would like
the matter to be adjourned for a week.
If at the expiration of that period it is
desired to appoint a select committee, I
shall not offer any objection. If, how-
ever, it is found that members are in
a position to deal with the Bill, and the
Leader of the Opposition is prepared to
go on with it, we might as well proceed
to put the Bill through. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INOOME TAX.
Council's Pressed Request-Speaker's

Ruling.

Message from the Council notifying the
Assembly that it pressel its requested
amendment, now considered:

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [5.12]: 1 move-

That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair,
and the House resolve itself into a Committee
of the W hole for the purpose of considering
this Message.

MR. SPEAKER [65.13] : I am sorry I shall
have to detain the House for a while, be-
cause I cannot accept the motion moved by
the Premier, on the ground that it is il-
legall. T trust the! Chamber will indulge
me while I make the position perfectly
clear. I went members to know that we are

dealing with a taxation Bill, a money Bill,
a Bill that the Legslative Council by law
cannot amend. It is not a new creation,
it in not some imposition of the past few
years, that limits the Council in its actions
in this respect. It is almost as old as con-
stitutional history. To enable members to
follow my reasoning I trust they will bear
with mue whilst I read from one or two con-
stitutional authorities. I will first quote
from "The Constitutional History of Eng-
land" by William Stubbs, D.fl., Vol. 3, page
270, as follows:-

That the Commons should have a decisive
share in the bestowal of money grants had
become since the reign of Edward 111. an ad-
mitted principle; and the observance of the
rule is illustrated by the history of every Par-
liament. In the foregoing pages the regular
votes of taxation have been noticed as they
occurred; and the decision of Henry IV. in
1407 has been referred to as recoguising the
right of the Commons to originate, a, after
it has received the assent of the Lords,
to announce the grant, generally on the last
day of the session. The ordinary form of the
grant expresses this; it was made by the Com-
mons with the mant of the Lords spiritual
and temporal. This particular form curiously
enough occurs first in the grants made to
Richard fl. in 1395, the previous votes of
money having been made by the Lords and
Commons conjointly. It was observed in 1401
and 1402, and henceforth became the consti-
tiutional form.

That has existed in the Mother of Parlia-
ments so long as the years mentioned in
the quotation. That it is the constitutional
law of England upon the point I refer to
stands good; and, mark you, I can give
you a whole night's quotation from authori-
ties on the point. I now refer to "Tbe
Law and Custom of the Constitution" by
Anson-

Legislation which has for its object the
grant of public money or the imposition of
burdens. upon the taxpayer possesses some
special features which require to be specially
noticed. In the first place, such legislation is
tinder the entire control of the House of Com-
mons. A Bill relating to Supplies must be-
gin in the House of Commons; it is formu-
hiked there, and though it needs the concur-
rence of the Lords it cannot be amended by
them on its way to receive the Royal assent.

That is the law of the British Parliament.
We have inherited that law. This battle
has been fought here again and again. This
Chamber is the responsible Chamber. This
Chamber elects or approves of Ministries,
dismisses Ministries, and forms new ones.
This Chamber takes all the responsibility.
The other Chamber proverbially is a House
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of review end takes no responsibility. It
cannot elect a Ministry. That Chamber
cannot be held in that respect to be a House
responsible to the people. This is not a
matter of our Standing Orders, If it were,
we could vary them and alter them from
week to week if we were foolish enough.
But this is a matter of law itself. It is
so important that the framers of our
original Constitution, endorsed of course
by the British P-arliaument itsehf, laid it
down as an unalterable principle in gov-
ernance, in the control of the purse. This
House alone is responsible. But by some
slight amendment, shall I say, or out of a
desire of courtesy to the other Chamber,
but never altering the real principle, the
South Australian Parliament, and also the
Federal Parliament-which latter, by the
way, is not on all fours with the Legis-
lative Assembly r~nd the Legislative Coun-
cil here-granted some concession to the
Council and the Senate respectively. That
concession, so often quoted in other places,
gave the other Chamber, not the power
to amend, not the power to alter, but
simply power to make a request-a re-
quest that this Chamber would alter.
No more than that. We have had many
troubles in this very Chamber in that re-
spect, and I have had the lpleasure of par-
ticipating in some of them; but the matter
culminated in 1921, when a measure was
passed making an amendment to the original
Constitution Act. Now, here is reaffirmed,
if it were necessary, that the Legislative
Council may not amend Loan Bill;, or Bills
imposing taxation, or Bills appropriating
revenue or moneys for the ordinary annual
services. The Leg-islative Council may not
amend any Hill so as to increase any pro-
posed charge or burden on the people. The
special point to which T now desire to direct
the attention of hon. members is Subsection
4 of Section 46 of the Constitution Act-

The Legislative Council may at any stage
return to the Legislative Assembly any Bfill
which the Legislative Council may not amend,
requesting by message the omission or amend-
wient of any item or provision therein, pro-
vided that any such request does not increase
any proposed charge or burden on the people.

And next we have-
The Legislative Assembly may, if it think

fit, make such omissions or amendments with
or without modifications.

That is a distinct statement and expression
of the law. It has an authority entirely he-

yond all our Standing Orders. Without a
separate Act of Parliament receiving the
Royal assent, we could not set aside the
section I have just rend. And observe that
thme whole of the power given there is to
make a request-nothing more. The Legis-
lative Council may not amend, but it may
request by message omissions and altera-
tions, suggesting amendments for us to
make. The Legislative Council has-I re-
wret to have to mention this, and I trust I
do not say it ini any disparaging sense-mode
its own Standing Orders, and No. 237 of
the Standing- Orders of the Legislative
Council says--

The Conmmittee shall be empowered to re-
commend the Council to make, press, modify,
and generally to deal with the requests on the
Bill.

I do not think I need tell hon. members
that the Legislative Council's Standing
Orders govern that body, and that body
alone. They cannot affect the conduct of
this Chamber. We can take, I respectfully
submit, no pressing. Pressing is not allowed,
not mentioned, not suggested, under the
words I have read from the Constitution
Act. On this aspect I would like to make
just a slight reference to Broome's 'legal
Maxims," page 505--

Expressio unius exclusia alterias.

Interpreted, "The express mention of one
thing implies the exclusion of another."
Brooine is particularly pointed in drawing
our attention, on page 514, to the fact
that-

A statute, it has been said, is to be so con-
strued, if possible, as to give sense and mean-
ing to every part; and no maxim was
ever mere applicable when applied to the in-
terpretation of a statute than the expression
''Expressio unius exelmsio alterius.''

I hope to apply that rule of law to the read-
ing of Subsection 4 of Section 46 of our
Constitution Act. No power exists to press
or to carry a matter further than a mere
request. As many requests as you like;
but no pressing of a request, for to press is,
in effect, a more courteous way of insisting.
To press a request on a money Bill is to
treat a money Bill precisely as all other Bills
are treated. Now, as everyone knows,
money Bills are a special exception to the
general treatment of Bills, for the reasons
I have stated. Owing to the way matters
have been conducted in the Federal Parlia-
ment, the point has received the considera-
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tiou, of Quick and Garran in their "Anno-
tated Constitution of the Australian Comn-
motiwealth." They speak of 6uggested

amendmentts, and give some preliminary
i liust ratio izs, and then proceed-

Onl the other hand, in the ease of a Bill
which the Senate may not amend-

And that is out ease--
the House of Representatives alone is respoasi-
ble for the form of thu measure. The Senate can-
nut strike out or alter a word of it, but can
only suggest that the House of Representatives
should do so. If that House declines to make
th' suggested aaiendInit, the Senate is face
to face with the responsibility of either pass-
ing the 1-till as it stands or rejecting it alto-
geth.'r. it cannot shelve that responsibility
by insisting-

1 put it, pressing-

irisisring onl its suggestion, because there is
nothing onl which to insist. A Rouse which
canl make an amendment can insist on the
amendment which it has made, but a House
which can only request the other House to make
amendments cannot insist upon anything. If
its request is not complied with, it can reject
the Bill or shelve it, but it must take the full
responsibility of its action. This provision,
therefore, is intended to declare the consti-
tutional principles: (1) That the House of
Representatives is solely responsible for the
form of money Bills to which the section re-
lates. (2) rrhat the Senate may request alter-
ations in any suchl Bill. (3) That if such
request is not; complied with, the 'Senate mnust
take the full responsibility of accepting or
rejecting the Bill as it stands.

I take that to be sound law upon this ques-
tion; and this ease under my consideration
heing on all-fours-that is to say, a money
Bill, a 'Bill the Council cannot amend. hav-
ingz been considered by the other place and
a request sent by message, that message hat'-
irig been considered and the Bill returned-
the powe r given under our Constitution Act
is exhausted. They cain go no further: on
Ihi now is thle responsibility either of ac-
cepting the Bill or of rejecting it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boululer ' 1 [5.30]1: In view of your ruling,

Sir, I move-

That the following message be sent to the
Council;:-" With reference to Message No.
.13 from the Legislative Council dealing with
the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill, the Ron.
the Speaker has ruled affirmiag the illegality
of further consideration of the request made
by the Council. The Hill is therefore returned
herewith, and the concurrence of the Legisla-
tLive Council desired therein.''

HON. SIR JAMES M[ITCHELL (Nor-
thanm) [5.31] :10n this we are departing f romn
a custom that has obtained for many yearsa.
It has been objected to by you, Sir, and by
others on many occasions, but it seems to
me that before wye depart from it we shoullI
recoledt that it has served us well. Whbat-
ever we may say about the law, we are en-
titled to make our own laws more or less,
and we have our own Standing Orders gov-
erning, thfe position.

The NMinister for Justice: Standing Or-
ders cannot alter the Constitution.

Hon. Sir JA'MES MITCHELL: No, but
Parliament can. Under this departure pro-
balky we shall be just where we were, ex-
cept that the Bill will be rejected. If wve
agree with your ruling, Sir, it wvill mecan
that the other Hotise will merely reject such
measures in future.

M-Nr. Panton: Let them reject, and take the
responsibility of their action.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: But we
ask them to concur in our Bills.Ifty
reject such a mneasure, what is to become of
the Premier's. taxation proposals? I know
the hon. member has been a member of an-
other place.

.Hr. Panton: That is not to he counted
against me, surely!

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
is very much in the hon. member's favour.
Wn~r~ the hon. member come down here frota
there lie was altogether a better men than
hie is to-day, if only because he then sat in
Opposition. At any rate, if your riding,
Mr. Speaker, is accepted, and if Bills can
only be either approved or rejected by an-
other place-

The Premier: Money Bills only-
H-on. Sir JAMENIS MKITCHELL: Yes, but

there are a few on the border line. If memn-
bers think the minority should have no pro-
tection, that what the Government say on all
taxation measures should go, of course one
can understand it. The Government would
always, like to be in that position. But an-
other place have responsibilities. Under
the ruling, in future they are only to take
the responsibility of saying "yes" or o
to a Bill. I know what would happen if
mny friends were in another place. They
would not hesitate to take the responsibility
of rejecting measures, even, to the inconvent-
ience of the Government and of the coun-
try. I do not know why the method that has
obtained in the past should not continue.
Under the Constitution we can mnake it fit
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what seems to ho the reasonable requirements
of this situation, although a difficult one.

The Minister for Justice: It will be time
enough when we do that.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: The
Government must take tbe responsibility. I
do not agree that it is wvise to depart from
the custom that has obtained for so long,
especially since that custom is supported by
our own Standing Orders. Surely in a
matter of this Sort we are in a position to
say what should be done. In future an-
other p~lace will have to reject measures in-
stead of sending thema back with suggestions
for amendments.

The A;iniister for M1ines: They will still
be able to send along suggestions for amend-
ments.

flon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are in another place men just as respousiltle
as are we here. They are justified in deal-
ing with matters that we send to them, ex-
cept of course that they have to follow a
prescribed course in dealing with money
Bills. It seems to me this proposed depar-
ture will lead to far more trouble than we
have had in the past. We have not in the
past given up our right to control money
matters. Another place, we are told, has
a perfect right to reject our measures. Of
course so: it could not be otherwise. But
what is going to happen when a measure
such as this is rejected ! Of course we shall
have opp'ortunity to submit an amended
measure, Inking- guidance from the discus-
sion in another place. Probably that is what
will have to be done in this instance. If the
26 members sitting on the Government sidie
in this House are going to say to the coun-
try, "We shall have this proposal and nota.
ing else,' where shall we get to with our
legislation?

The Minister for Justice: But money Bills
and taxation proposals are our responsi-
bility.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It seems
to me the method of the past has not worked
badly. It fits our own Constitution. I be-
lieve we have always acted constitutionally
in the past and that probably we are act-'
ing against our own Constitution in the pro-
posal the Premier has just made.

The Premier: No, no.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At any

rate I think so.
The Minister for Justice: You would con-

tend that all the authorities, including
Quick and Garran, are wrong?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Quick
and (larrait have nothing to say about this
House. They refer to the Federal Parlia-
ment. Our written Constitution is one
thing, while the written Constitution of the
Commonwealth is quite another thing.

The Premier: We have been yielding our
constituitional rights to another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do jnot
think so. It is of no use the 'Minister for
Justice saying that Quick and Garran take
up a certain attitude. They are dealizi_ withi
the Federal Constitution.

The 'Minister for littive: Our law is just
the same.

flon. Sir JAMIES MIITCHTELL: I do not
think so. I am sorry [lie Premier has moved
this motion.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.38]: 1
also am sorry that the Premier has moved
this motion. As a matter of fact the re-
quest from another place is only an en-
deavour to put into effect what the minority
in this Ifouse were desirov of having. I
am not surprised at the yells of derision
from the Government side. Howv often have
we 11(411( from that side, ells of' derision he.
cause the minority in another place have not
been able to carry into effect what they con-
sider desirable. When first I came to Par-
liamient I thoutrht we were here to arrive
at a spirit of compromnise. Anothe," place
has exhibited a spirit of comnpromhise. When,
Insi q's.ion, tI is selfsamev Bill was bef ore
Parliament, another place refused to Pass
it without a conference. That conference
occupied very many hours. There we have
a precedent establishing- that on a money
Bill the Legislative Council are entitled to
press their requests and go to a conference.
In my opinion they are entitled to press the
request they have made on this ocneon.

Afr. SPEAKERTh: Is the bon. member dis-
puting toy ruling? If so, he must do it on
a specific motion, It is not a matter of pre-
eedent, nor even of Standing Orders; it is
a matter of the law laid down in the Con-
stitution Act. It is on that, the law alone,
that I have given my ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, but we are
dealing with the motion biefore the House.

Aifr. Kenneally: You are dealing with the
Speaker's ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not traverse my ruling, unless he wishes to
disagree with it.

Mr. THOMSON: Then I am afraid I
shall be reluctantly compelled to disagree



B. NOVEMBER, 1927.]08

with your ruling, if only to put my re-
marks in order. The motion moved by the
Premier is based upon the ruling given, and
therefore we ac entitled to discuss the rub-
ing&.

Hfon. 0. Taylor: No, no.
Mr. THOMSON: But if we are to discuss

the motion, we must of necessity traverse
the ruling.

The Premier: There is only one way of.
doing it.

Mr. THOMSON: Well then, I shall have
no alternative. It is distinctly laid down in
our Standing Orders that another place has
the right to ask for a conference.

Hon. G. Taylor: No, another place does
not ask for a ebuiference.

Mr. THOMSON: But for this ruling, the
course followed on this occasion would have
been the same as that taken on the previous
occasion; the Premier would have asked for
a conference with another plaee. But you,
Sir, have laid it down that all money Bills
require the concurrence of another place.
In the very section you have dealt with,
namely, Section 4 of the Constitution Act
Amendment Act of 1921, it is provided-

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member,
does he traverse my ruling?

Mr. THOMSON: I must do so to deal
with the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
deal with the motion, but must not traverse
my ruling unless he moves a specific motion
making it legitimate for all members to dis-
cuss the ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: May I have a copy of
the motion the Premier has movedl

Mr. SPEAKER: I will send you a copy.
Mr. THOMSOIN: We are actually deal-

ing with your ruling, Mr. Speaker. You
have rule that it is illegal to have any
further iscussion with another place with
regard to this taxation measure, The only
way in which I can discuss the matter is
to point out that, and to disagree with your
ruling; at least I must traverse the ruling
you have given so as to advance my argu-
ments as to why we should confer with an-
other place, and why the Legislative Coun-
cil is entitled to ask the Assembly to con-
sider the question. I maintain it is not
illegal for another place to ask us to con-
sider their request. It is distinctly laid
down in the Constitution Act, 1921-

Bills appropriating reventie or moneys, or
iposing taxation, shall not originate in the

Legiltive Council; but at Bill shall not be
taken to appropriate revenue or moneys, or to
impose taxaition, by reason of its only contain-

ig provisions for the imposition or appropria-
tin of flnes or other pecuniary penalties or
for the demand of payment or appropriation
of fees for licenses or fees for registratioa or
other services.

Then the Act goes on to say that the Legis-
lative Council may not amend Loan Bills
or Bills imposing taxation or Bills appro-
priating revenue, etc. The Legislative Coun-
cil are not amending any Bill; they are
merely making a request.

The Minister for Mines: Pressing their
request.

Mr. THOMSON: They are entitled to
do that.

The Minister for Mfines: They are not.
Mr. THOMSON: They are not endeav-

ouring to impose an increased charge; they
are endeavouring to reduce charges. The
Constitution Act goes on to say-

The Legislative Council may- at any stage
return to the Legislative Assembly any BUi
which the Legislative Council may not
amend-

1 wish to emphasise the words "at any
stage." I contend therefore that our Con-
stitution does not agree with the ruling
you have given or the authorities you
have quoted. You, Mr. Speaker, have ruled
that having once submitted their request
to this House that is all the Legislative
Council can do, and that then they mbist
concur or take upon themselves the respon-
sibility of rejecting the measure. Section 4
of the Constitution Act definitely states that
the Legislative Council may, at any Stage,
return to the L-egislative Assembly any Bil
that the Legislative Council may not amend,
and that they may by message request the
emission or amendment of any item or pro-
vision therein, provided that any such re-
quest does not increase or propose a charge
or burden upon the people. I maintain that
the Legislative Council are justified in pres-
sing for the consideration of their request.
They are asking for a relief of the burden
on the people. According to your ruling,
and to the motion before the House, if the
Legislative Assembly passes the motion-
and I have no doubt the Government, with
their majority will do so-we shall be chal-
lenging another plaqe their right to consider
this Bill. You yourself, Sir, in ruling have
laid it down that all the Legislative Council
can do is to request. If the Legislative As-
sembly refuses to agree to that request the
only alternative will be for the Council to
concur or throw out the Bill. I regret to
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state that .I cannot agree with the ruling you
have given and the authorities you have
quoted. I have no doubt, however, that the
information supplied to the House is very
valuable. You have gone back to ancient
days, but at the same time I contend that the
section of the Constitution Act which I have
quoted definitely gives the Legislative Coun-
cil the p)ower "at any stage" to return to
the Legislative Assemibly a Bill which the
Legislative Council may not amend, and may
request by message the omission or amend-
Inert of any item or provision therein.

Mr. l'anton: Having done that, have
they any right to press their request?

'Mr. THOMSON: I contend they have
that right as has been laid down in actual
practice by the present Government. In
1924 the Premier, Mr. Ang-win, and Mr.
Richardson were appointed by this House to
confer with another place on a similar Bill
and in similar circumstances. I hold there-
fore that the Legislative Council on this oc-
easton are entitled to press their request.

Mr. U. B. Johnston: Now an attempt is
being made to sandbag the Upper House.

Mr. Kenneally interjected.

Ifr. TIIO'rSON: I believe in doing jus-
tice to all sections but my friend, the meni-
her for East Perth, represents one section
only. This is a matter that affects the rights
of the people generally. Under the law of
the hind we have a Legislative Council and
that House coudnets its business tinder cer-
Lain standing orders.

Mr. Panlon: This is not one of them.
Mr. ThOM1SON: T ask the hon. member

to read Section 4 of the Constitution Act.
Mr. Paniton: I heard the Speaker's ruling;

that is enough for me.
.%[. THOMSON : That shows the hon.

memher's bias. T am now discussing the nil-
ing that has been given by the Speaker and
the motion moved by the Premier.

Mr. SPEAXRi: The hon. member has
no right to discuss my ruling.

Mr. THOMSON: I am discussing the
right of another place to press the amend-
ment to the Bill now before uts, and I main-

t that under Section 4 of the Constitution
Art the Legislative Council has every right
,,at any stage" to return to the Legislative
Assembly any Bill. I have no desire to
move to dissent from your riding, Mr.
Speaker, but if necessary I shall be pre-
pared to do so.

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) [5.54]: .1 cannot undertand why there
has been so much talk on this question. The
different powvers possessed by the two Houses
were for many years a matter of contro-
versy, and in 1921 a Bill was passed to
amend the Constitution. So far as my recol-
lection serves me, the amendment was in-
tended to set at rest at question that had
been troubling members for a long time, and[
that question was, who was responsible for
financial matters--the Legislative Assembly
or the Legislative Council. Who is respon-
sible for submitting the Estimates to Parlia,
Itiel[ and seeing that expenditure is properly
carried out? The answer i 's quite clear. The
Government of the day bring forward the
Estimates, they submit proposals for taxa-
tion, etc., and this House has the right to
deal with those questions. My views with re-
gardl to the Legislative Council are pretty
wvell known, and I should be sorry if any-
thing- 1 said were to be reg-arded as a dis-
paragement of what I can call an essentiad
Chamber. There are timaes when it is neces-
sary for members of this House to assert
the rights and privileges which are conferred
upon them' by the Constitution and which
ha' e been handed down to us from the
Mother of Parliaments. The position is very
clear-at least it is very clear to me--and
at the risk of repeating what another hon.
member has said I may be pardoned if I quote
the first message that caine to us from another
place. "The Legislative Concil returns
herewith a Bill intituled 'An Act to impose
a land tax and all income tax' with the re-
quest that the Legislative Assembly will make
the amendment therein as set forth in tie-
schedule attached." The Constitution Act,
1921. gave the Council the right to make such
a requc4t, but that Act never gave the Coun-
cil the atuthority that thc.% aqsuine in their
Mfessage No. 13 to press for their amend-
ment. That is what causes me to adopt th.
attitude I am now taking. We should slniv
firmly on the rights conferred upon1 its

tohwemght propose to meet them in a
spirit of conciliation. We cannot, however.
adopt that attitude when we receive from
the Council a message that is autocratic in
its wording, and a mecssagre that this House
cannot accept. If the Legislative Council
had asked the Assemblyv to meet them in
conference, it would have been all right, but
"hen at message that is mandatory. comos
along to us, pressing for an amendment tha
has already been considered and refumsedl.
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then I cannot see what all the talk is about.
You, Mr. Speaker, quoted rules that the
Legislative Council had made for them-
selves. I submit that the Legislative Coun-
cil cannot make rules that are contrary to
the Constitution. If they have made such
rules, those rules are not binding on this
House and we cannot recognise them. The
Constitution Act reems to me to be very
clear, that the Legislative Council may not
amend the Bills imposing taxation. By the
message that they have sent us they are
attempting to amend the Land Tax and
Tneoine Tax Bill.

Thre Premier : And they are insisting
upon the amendment.

Mr. Thomson: Read Section 4; they
may at any stage return a Bill.

Ron. W. J. GEORGE: I am, not saying
whether they can do this once or a dozen
times. The Constitution says they may not
amend Bills imposing taxation. Very well,
then there is provision made that they may
return a Bill to the Legislative Assembly
requesting an omission or an amendment.
The Legislative Council did that and they
were quite within their rights in doing so.
Later on they said to this House, "We have
your refusal to agree to our request; now
we press it." There is nothing in the Con-
stitution that gives the Upper Rouse the
right to press anything upon this House.
I think every member, irrespective of on
which side of the House he may sit, should
be very jealous of the privileges of this
House. Hle should see that we do not allow
a mandatory notice to come from anybody
not permitted by the law to exercise that
power. I regret very much indeed if
the action that must be taken by
this House, will raise trouble with the
Legislative Council. There are times when
me must stand together to protect the privi-
leges of this Chamber, which is the people's
House.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[6.1]: If I may judge from the trend of
the debate, I take it there will be a division
on this question aind I do not wish to re-
cord a silent vote. I heard you, Mr.
Speaker, read authorities to support your
ruling. I do not think there was any neces-
sity for that. The Constitution Act Amend-
ment Act of 1921 defines perfectly clearly
the position of the Legislative Council in
its relattion th this House and money Bills.

By no stretch of imagination has the Cone-
Ai any authority under the Constitution
Act to press an amendment to a money
BiU. There is no need to debate that point.
In the past I took a prominent part in this
question, and I am indeed pleased and
proud to think I have lived long enough
as a member of this Parliament to at last
see tire Assembly prepared to stand up for
its rights in opposition to the Upper House.
I would be prepared to give to the Legis-
lative Council all the powers and latitude
provided in the Constitution Act, but the
members of that Chamber are going beyond
their jurisdiction when they endeavour to
press their ideas regarding taxation upon
this Chamber. It is idle for the member
for ](atanning (Mr. Thomson) to say that
the amendment sought to be pressed does
not impose a burden. The Bill is a money
Bill and the action of the Council is an in-
terference with the Government, who are
responsible to the people for the finances.
This House is supposed to hold the purse
strings; it has been merely supposition in
past years because we have allowed our
powers to be whittled away.

Mr. Sampson: You agree with the point
of view of the Council in this instance?

Ron. G. TAYLOR: If the hon. mem-
ber has watched my career in this House,
he will know that I have never supported
the Legislative Council when that Chamber
exceeded its jurisdiction.

Mr. Thomson: You never once sup-
ported the Council; you have always op-
posed it!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have supported
the members of the Legislative Council
when I considered it right to do so in con-
nection with ordinary Bills; but they have
no right to press an amendment of the des-
cription now before us. I hope the House
wvill oppose the action taken by the Council
and stand firm for the principle, despite
w'hat the consequences may be. The blame
will be at the doors of the members of the
Legislative Council and we will demonstrate
that we will not submit to themn tamely, as
"'e have done in the past.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resut:-

Ayes . . .. 32
Noes .. . .10

Majority for
F'

22
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Mr. Cheason
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Covert.,
Mr. Oonningbam
Mr. George
Mr. Haen
miss Holmn
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lmod
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Maley
Mr. Marshall

Noe.

Mr. Barnard
Mr. FergusoU
Mr. Orisths
Mr. E. B. Johnston
~Mr. Latbam
Mr. Lindsy

M sr. McCallum
Mr. Millington
Mr. Munaie
Mr. North
%tr. macn
MAr. Richardson
.Mr. Rowe
.Mr. Siceman
Mr. J. H. Smith
.Mr. Taylor
Mr. Troy
Mr. A. Waitabrough
Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Withers
.Mr. Wilson

(Teller

Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann

Question thus passed, and a message ac-
cordingly transmitted to the Council.

BILL--MENTAL DISEASES.

Council's Message.

Mesage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments wade by the Assembly.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 2nd November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Public Health (Hon. S. W.
Afunsie, Mtinister).

Vote--Medical, J5167,966:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hotl
S. W. Munsie--Hannans) [6.10]: The vote
before the House is not the total vote for
the departments under my control hut
merely that for the Medical Department.
As the Health Department is so closely
allied to the Medical Department, I propose,
instead of making two separate speeches,
to introduce the Estimaies for both the
Health and Medical Departments in one
speech. The function of the Medical De-
partment is to provide medical attention,
medical officers, nurses, hospitals, and so
on, for the people, and to control homes for

the aged and infirm. During recent years
there has been a considerable increase in
these votes, but there has also been a big
increase in the accommodation for, and
privileges extended to, the people. In 1923
there were 54 hoispitals with an aggregate
number of beds occupied totalling 940, and
costing X175,838. At the close of the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June last, there
were 77 hospitals with an average aggre-
gate of 1,187 beds occupied, and costing
£240,526 for administration and mainten-
ance. In other words, there have been in-
creases of 23 hospitals, of 247 beds occu-
pied, and of £64,688 in additional cost.
During the year various extensions have
'jeen mnade. These included work at the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, where
there were established pre-natal wards, and
also accommodation for infant health cen-
tres. I will denl more fully with those
phases when I address myself to the Health
Vote. A new hospital has been completed
at Collie. Any honl. member who had a
knowledge of the conditions that obtained
there iii the past will doubtless agree that a
newv hospital was wanted.

.Mr. Thomson: The old one was a disgrace.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dur-
ing the first year the present Minister for
Works held office, he paid visits to Collie
and Katainning. At each plnce it had been
urged for some considerable time that there
was great necessity for the erection of an
up-to-date hospital. In his judgment the
Minister decided that the old hospital at
Katanning was the wvorse of the two then

exsiginstitutions, and decided that the
Katanning hospital should be built first.
The fact remains, however, that both at
Katanning and at Collie new hospitals have
been erected.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINSTER FOB HEALTH: I was
poni~ out that new hospitals bad re-

cently been built at Collie and Ratannin-.
The Minister for Works thought the old
Kiatanning hospital worse than that at Collie,
but I thought Collie the worse of the two.
However, both those places have new hos-
pitals and they are a credit to the districts
coneerned. There is still great need for
extra hospital accommodation. Hospitals
are being erected at Pemberton and Qnair-
&ding, and a behj:ita1 ward is being
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provided at the Old Men's Home. The pro-
vision of a hospital ward at that institution
is long overdue. The building and equip-
ment will cost in the region of £12.000, for
which money an 80-bed ward will be made
available.

.Mr. Sampson: That will relieve the hos-
pitals at Perth and Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yea,
both of them.

Mr. Sampson: Has anything been done to
provide additional quarters for the nurses.
at t1e Perth lhospital 1

The 21INISTER FOR HEALTH:. Yes,
excellent quarters have been completed, hav.
iug a fine lecture room attached. Additional
quarter, have also been built at Fremantle,
and wve ha' e been able to reduce the nurses'
hour fromn 63 to 54.

M1r. Sampsoni: That is for day work.
The MINISTER FOB HEALTH: No,

for both day and night work. Dluring the
year a new chidren's ward has been erected
at the Fremantle Hospital and it was
officially opened last Sunday. We are now
considering the eieetion of hospitals at
Goomalling, Fitzroy Crossing, Esperance,
Narenibeenl and Mlorawa. Extensions and
additions are in progress at Banbury, Bus-
selon, Caruarvon, Mrargaret River, Merre-
din, Nv.ortham, Walgin and Wickepin. There
was not the slightest doubt that increased
accommodation was necessary at those placs.

Mr. Sanmpson: Reverting to the question
of uurs' hours, it might be possible to
reduce themn to 48.

The MINI STER FOR HTEALTH: That
matter is uinder consideration. Another hos-
pital opened last year was the Dental Hos-
pital, Perth. That institution is filling
a long-fell want; the need for it has been
realised for many years. Even with the
opening of the institution, it is not possible
to get reciprocity with the Eastern States
in the matter of training dentists: but we
could certainly never have secured reciproc-
ity without a dental hospital. The provision
of a dental hospital was the first step to-
wards getting reciprocity. It might sur-
prise some members to learn that prior to
the opening of the Dental Hospital about
70 youthis were apprenticed to dentists in
this State. They had paid £6,000 by way
of premiums to he taught the profession,
and when they completed their training they
could practise only in Western Australia. A
dental hos;pital was also necessary to deal1
with many, eases from the Perth Hospital.
At the hospital, the honorary staff, both den-

tists and doctors, extracted teeth, but there
were no facilities for providing new sets of
teeth. At least 20 people past middle age
and in almost indigent circumstances have
had their teeth extracted at one or other of
the big public hospitals, but it was not pos-
sible to provide them with new sets of teeth.
Now, however, they can go to the Dental
Hospital and get new sets.

Mr,. Sampson: Does the Dental Hospita
provide service for the patients of the Woo-
eoloo Sanatorium?

Trhe M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
if in the opinion of the offliials it~ is neces-
sary. Some have received attention already.
It is only fair to refer to the work done by
the Dental Hospital. For the first six months
of its existence to the 30th September, the
records of the various departments show.
Number of patients admitted, 1,419; general
anaesthetic eases, 258; local anaesthetic
cases, 854; conservative treatments, 314;
prosthetic cases, 133; and orthodontic eases,
5. One man who had a broken jaw wats
treated for dental troubles. Free treat-
mnent in all branches was given to 426 pat-
ients. Thus 426 people have been benefited
by the opening of that hospital when, in its
,Absence. they would have had to go without
treatment.

Ur. Sampson: Each case means a separate
natienti

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH-, Yes.
I think that record justifies the first six

months' existence of the Dental Hospital.
The board of management of the hospital is
working in conjunction with the school den-
tist and the dentists throughout the State.
When I arced at the outset to give a sub-
sidy towards the completion and mainten-
ance of a dental hospital in Perth, I got
membhers of the Odontological Society to
make some offer of assistance. Every mem-
ber of the organisation was written to and
everyone expressed his readiness to treat
school children in country districts when re-
commended for dental treatment either by
the school dentist or by the school medicail
officer, the treatment to be free of charge,
provided the requisites were supplied by the
department or the hospital.

Mr. Kennaaly: Does that apply to the
North, too?

The ,MNISTER FOR HEALTH : it
applies wherever there is a registered den
tist. That shows a very flue spirit and
members will agree that it represents a step
in the right direction. Another matter
worthy of note is that in every town except
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Kalgoorlie where there is a hospital anit
'nore than one doctor, the doctor can follow
his patients into the hospital. Quite re-
cently I have agreed to the subdivision of
one of the big wards at K~algoorlie as anl
intermediate ward. The work is now ini
progress and when it is completed, I hope
during the next fortnight, doctors at KaM-
goorhec and Boulder will be able to follow
their patients into the hospital.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that dlone to the Perth
loqpital now?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
not in hospitals that have an honorary staff..
It does not apply to Fremantle, either. We
cannot expect an outside doctor to follow
his patient into an institution where the
whole of the medical and surgical work is
done by an honorary staff. It is pleasing&
to record also that the administration Gf

hospita's in this State is economical. Some
people might think we are spending too
imeuh on hospitals and that costs are not
kept within bounds. The figures show ta
the administration of our hospitals ii
equal if not superior to that of
the hospitals in any other State. 1'u
the larger hospitals of Melbourne arnl
S~ydney the cost varies from 12s. to 15s.
per (lay whereas in the Perth Hospital, the
Children's Hospital, and the Fremantle Hos-
pitall the average daily cost is respectively
10s. 3d., 10s. 6d., and 11s. 10d. per day.
There are 25 hospitals departmentally man-
aged, some of them being very small and
relatively costly. In the departmental hos,
pitats of the North-West there are sometimes
no patients, but we have to keep the staff.
Sometimes there are twvo or three patients.
Naturally, such hospitals tend to make the
average cost fairly high, but even including
them, the average nuniber of beds occupied
in the 25 hospitals was 204, and the average
cost 10s. 6d. per day. At the King Edward
Memorial Hlospital the daily cost last year
was 9s. 5d.

Mr. Lindsay : You are referring to Gov-
ernment hospitals, not to assisted hospitals?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is so. There is no need to refer further to
the hospitals, but I wish to speak on public
health. From the public health point of view
here is an increase of £C1,679 over the fig-

mres of last year. That is made up princi-
oaly by the payment of the salaries of two
additional school dentists, whom I hope to
appoint this year, provision for incidental
expenditure in further dental work, and
provision for subsidies to three more infant

health centres. With regard to medical ex-
aminations of school children, our staff at
present consists of two full-time medical
oflicers, and one officer on part time. This
position has been brought about by the r-c-
signation of Dr. Dale. Dr. Jull is acting ais
principal health officer, and is therefore
unable to give the whole of her time Vb
school medical work. Besides the three
medical officers, we have three school
nurses. During 1926 15,541 school chil-
dren were medically examined. This is just
about treble the number of school children
who were ever examined in any one year in
the history of the State. We are, therefore
progressing slightly. I hope before long we
shall be able to ay that all school children
liave been examined. Even with our exist-
ing staff it is hoped wye shall be able to
examine school children at least twice dnrin-
their school period. If we can succeed inl
doing that, we shall have done almost its
much as is done in any other State, and cer-
tainly a great deal more than is done in
mo~t other countries. With regard to fthe
dental treatment of school children, thei
Treasurer agreed to find the money for the
appointment of two extra dentists. This pro-
vision appears on the Estimates. The woric
of the dental officer who has been appointed
has revealed the absolute necessity for more
work being (lone in this direction. He was
appointed only at the end of last year.

Mr. Orifftbi: There is only one now!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
for the present. When the Estimates go
through an advertisement will be inserted ii'-
viting applications for the positions of two
motec dentists. I hope tis addition to the
staff will take place soon after the new year.
The inspections carried out by the dentist
reveal the fact that the condition of the teeth
of school children is appalling. Of 566 child-
ren examined under the age of eight years,
505, or 90 per cent., wvere found to require
treatment. The number of decayed teeth
per child examined was in the region of five,
That is a serious state of affairs. In making
this report the dentist, on the information
he could gather from the Education De-
partmnent and the Health Department. tool;
at fair average of the schools throughout the
State, except in the North-West. I thinkc
he examined two schools completely in the
immediate vicinity of Perth, one in Fre-
mantle, one at Midland Junction, one in the
South-West, one in the Great Southern, twc
on the goldfields, and one on the Murchison

1686
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Mr. Richardson; Are inquiries being made
into the cause of the trouble?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
dentist is making inquiries. A good deal
of the trouble is unavoidable under existing
conditions. He believes that it can be reme-
died by giving attention to the children's
teeth in the early stages.

Mir. Davy: Have you any comparative
statistics to showv that in certain portions of
the country the trouble is worse than it is
in othersi

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I be-
lieve the worst school amongst those ex-
amned was either at Guildford or Midland
Junction, but it was certainly in that area.

Hon. G. Taylor: The percentage of de-
fective teeth is appalling.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
Mr. Richardson: It is more than appal-

ling.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Some

of the defects are not serious. Some would
be minor defects, but would still be defects.

Mn. Davy: Defects due to want of care?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,

care and treatment.
Mr. Davy: Decay of. some sort?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In

some instances. In other cases there was
corrosion on the teeth. If this were not re-
moved, in a little while the teeth would be-
come decayea.

Mr. Griffiths: Is it suggested that. 'ye are
likely to become a toothless race?

The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not knowv. The number of decayed teeth
per child examined was in the neighbour-
hood of five. The school dental officer
carried out treatment in cases where parents
:igreed to its being done. There is no charge
for the treatment. So far, treatment has
been confined to children under 8 years of
age. Some 000 children betwveen 5 and 14
were examined and 82 per cent. of these had
bad teeth, An average of 2.8 decayed teeth
per child.

'Mr. Sampson: Does the dentist suggest
what should be done to remedy the trouble?

The MiTMSITFH FOR HIEALjTH: Not
up to date. He reported on what he had
discovered in these schools, He must be
given time to make s"ggestions later. When
he has been in the position a little longer,
lie can izo into the question of what should
he done.

Mr. Sampson: Were they mostly cases of
ordinary corrosion?

[62]

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
Lthink the visits by the dentists wvill lead to

an improvement in the position. The teach-
ers have certainly tried to* instil into the
children the necessity for keeping their teeth
clean. They teach hygiene in that direction
as it is, and are deserving of credit for what
they do.

31r. Sampson: What is the cause of the
trouble?7

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No-
doubt a good deal of it is due to the amnount
of sweets Australian children eat. We do
not attempt to treat all school children, that
is from the youngest uip to 14. What we
have in view is taking children between 7
and 8, and seeing that they get proper treat-
mient at those ages. At the end of five years,
with the efficient staff which I hope we shall
hanve, it should be possible to ensure that
every child attending school up to the age
of 14 has been attended to dentally. When-
that time comes it is hoped we shall be Able
to keep in touch with the whole lot as they
go on1. It would be an impossible task to
.set five or even, ten dentists to examine all
e-hildren from their commencement at school
uip to tie age of 14, And give such children
dental treatment. The object is to take
those between 7 and S and] set them on righ
lines. It is desired to examine each child
twice during the school period, the
second examination, if possible to be
not later than at 12 years of age.
Trhat is the system recommended as being
the best After considering the methods
Adopted in mninny other coun tries. If we
.111 Succeed in having that done, my liability
from the health point of view will be con-
siderably decreased in a few years' time.
I am not a medical man and have to take
advice from those who arc experts in the
matter. Both Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Dale
have definitely assured me that, leaving out
the accident causes and those that are in
the Perth Public Hospital through senile
decay, and taking the average complaints of
the Average man and woman who receive
treatment at the Perth Public Hospital, if
these people had had their teeth attended
to in the school days it would have been
possible to reduce the number of patients
held in the hospital, of ages from .30 years%
upwards, by at least 10 per cent. If we
spent f5,000 a year on the dental treatment
of school children we should be getting out
of the expenditure lightly if the result
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meant a 10 per cent. decrease in the num-
her receiving treatment in our hospitals.
It is intended, when the two new dentists
are appointed, that most of their time shall
be devoted to country schools. In regard
to the psyvhological clinic, I should like to
say a word in praise of the psychologist.
I do not think any civil servant has done
more with the finances available than the
present psychologist has endeavoured to do.
She has done magnificent work even with
her limited means.

Mlr. Grillitlis: And done it quickly' .
The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,

she has dlone exceptionally good work.
Member, will be convinced from her report
that she is exceptionally thorough in all her
work from beginning to end. She has out-
lined a fine scheme, but it would cost too
muich ;noney' to p)11t it into operation in one
year. I have advised her not to be back-
ward in advocating what she thinks is
necessary in the treatment of mental defi-
cients.

Mr. Mann: I am sure she will not be
backward.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not wish people generally to be deterred if
she cannot get all she is asking for at once.
Her first recommendation to me would have
involved an expenditure of about Z60,000.
That cannot possibly be found in any one
year. Her most immediate necessity is a
school somewhere in the metropolitan area
for the treatment and teaching of mental
deficients.

'Mr. Mann: You do not think there will be
any overlapping between your department
and the Education DepartmentQ

The 2ITNTSTER FOR HEALTH: Not
if I ean avoid it. -Many of the State school
teaeher are qualified to give various lessons
to children who would be in the school if it
were in operation to-morrow.

Vr. mann: It is a matter of the Educa-
tion Department groing to the Health De-
partuient for advice.

The MTNTSTER FOR HEALTH: I
would rather say it would be the Education
Department accepting the advice of the
Psychological Department as to what was
best to be done. If there is anyone who
knows the correct treatment or teaching of
mental deflejents it should be a trained
psychologist.

Mr. Mann: If there was ever an idea of
removing the psychologist to the Education

Department, your department would resent
it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not think there is any such move. None of
the departments is prepared to recommend
the appointment of a psychologist. All
say there is not sufficient work in the de-
partmnent to warrant the appointment of
one. While we had the Gauls Department,
the Lunacy Department, the State Children
Department, the Children's Court, and the
Education Department all asking for some
method of treating mental deficients--

Mr. Mann: I hope the lady will not be
removed to the Education Department.

The MINISTER FOR H-EALTH: While
all asked for this treatment, not one de-
partment was prepared to recommend the
appointment of a psychologist for its own
use. Only as the result of a conference of
the departments was it discovered that
among them they could find employment
for a psychologist, and so a psychologist
was9 appointed. It is the unanimous wish
of the board controlling- the inatter-
a hoard comprised of Mr. Andrews, the
head of the Education Department; Mr.
Trethowan, head if the Gaols Department;
Dr. Bentley, head of the Lunacy Depart-
meat; Mr' Cox, lecturer in psychology at
the Ulniversity; and the Principal Medical
Otlicer-that the nsvchologist should remain
under the Health Department. In in-
fant health wvork the Estimates show an
increase of £329, this amount bieing re-
quired for the provision of a new centre at
Bunbury and, probabily, an additional coun-
try centre before the end of the financial
year. It has been said to me that the
mothers, of the State do not take an active
interest in child welfare centres. That
however, canot: be said truthfully. 1 have
here Ofgures for the quarter ended 301h
June last relating to the 12 centres in ex-
istcnee-Stirling--street, flolen Age, Vie-
toria Park, North Perth, Suhiaco, Clare-
mont, Cottesloe, Fremantle, Bay.,water,
Bassendean, Midland Juiu-tion, Northam,
and Kalgoorlie. The actual work of those
centres during the three months in ques-
tion comprised the following :--Births re-
ported 829; newv babies visited (a) nder
two months 670, (b) over two months 159;
new babies attending centres (a) uinder two
months 376 (b) over twvo months 309;
total number of babies attending centres
1,979; total attendances of babies at cen-
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tres 7,029; total visits to households 3,14-5;
effective calls 2,667; total consultations re-
garding mothers (a) expectant 182, others
145; total consultations, including cores -
deuce, 10,382; number referred to doctor
or hospital (a) mothers 72, (b) babies 160;
re-establishment of lactation (a) breast
872, (b) complementary 230. Thosie figures
absolutely speak for themselves as to the
work of the infant health centres. I do
not know of any movement anywhere that
has done more for the future generation
than the health cntres. On this subject
I am able to speak, from experience, having
visited numerous centres. Indeed, I have
grand-children attending them.

Mr. Davy: You do not look a grand-
father.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
have five grandchildren, and am proud of
it. One of my grandchildren is eight years
of age.

Mr. Davy: Your grandchildren ought to
be proud of you.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are. One of them, I believe, would scarcely
have been here to-day but for the advice,
care and attention of one of the sisters at
the centres. I canl unhesitatingly recomn-
mend any mother, irrespective of what her
child may be like, to take it to the infant
health centre and get the advice-and fol-
low it-of the trained nurse in attendance.
I wish to get it recorded in "Hansard,"
and if possible in the Press, that the im-
pression that infant health centres are es-
tablished for the purpose of treating sick
babies is altogether a wrong idea. They
do not exist for that purpose at all. If a
baby is sick, certainly the proper place to
take it to is either the doctor's consulting
room or the Children's Hospital. Infant
health centres have been established for the
purpose of preventing babies from becom-
ing sick. If only mothers would take their
babies to the centres, many of the beds oc-
cupied in the Children's Hospital to-day
could be done away- with. Some difficulty
is being experienced in obtaining trained
nurses for the centres. Up to the present
there has been no opportunity of obtaining
the necessary training in Western Australia,
where nurses so far have not been able to
qualify in infant health work. The Coun-
cil of the Infant Health Association have
just agreed, after consulration with the
acting Principal Medical Officer and the

matron of the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital, to begin at an early date-I hope
next moth-the training of infant health
nurses at the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital. Whilst I do not know that there will
be no difficulty in securing reciprocity, in
obtaining recognition of our nurses in the
Eastern States, I am hopeful there will be
none. The Principal Medical Officer in-
forms me, and from my own observation
I can state, that there -is not in the Comn-
monwvealth an institution where a nurse
could be trained so well as at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital in Suhiaco. No
other hospital in Australia tzombines all
three departments under one roof. The
nurses who go there for training will be
able to secure instruction in midwifery, pre-
natal, and child welfare work.

Mr. Mann: I. understood that was so
too at the Women's Hospital in Melbourne.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Un-
fortunately it is not. Quite recently I re-
ceived a letter from the lady doctor in con-
trol of that institution ;ongratulating the
Western Australian Government on eoma-
bining pre-natal clinics with a child
welfare centre under one roof, the only
institution of the kind in Australia.
The lady doctor added that she had for the
last five years bell vainly trying to induce
the Victorian Government to establish such
an institution. The trainzrig of nurses at
the King Edward Memorial Hospital will
overcome the difficulty of securing nurses
and the disabilities resulting from centres
being understaffed. Recently a deputation
waited on me to ask for relief in that re-
spect, and I promised to help if possible.
The deputation ill question represented a
centre which could only employ a relieving
nurse for five months of the year. I offered
to take that nurse into the Health Depart-
ment for the other seven months of the
year, leaving her to attend to child wel-
fare during the five. If the training sys-
tern is established at the King Edward
Memorial Hospital, there will be no need
for this expedient, because our own trained
nurses will be coming on every two or three
months. The member for Swan (My.
Sampson) asked whether the Health De-
partmnent bad done anything regardingu
deep therapy treatment for cancer. It i8
about two years since the department put
up a proposition for deep therapy treat-
ment. The first request came from the
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Perth Hospital authorities, who asked
whether the Government could establish a
deep therapy plant at the hospital. The
Principal Mledical Officer considered at that
time that the deep therapy method had not
been tested sufficiently to warrant him in
recommending the expenditure. In his
opinion the better course was to make ar-
rangements with two local medical men who
had plants to treat patienti; recommended to
them as being suitable cases. I agreed to
that proposal, and up to the 20th of last
month tile number of eases treated upon
the department's recommendation totalled 41.
The cost to the same date has been Z694, and
the amount refunded £52 8s. 9d. I am
sorry to say the treatment has not proved
as successful as one would have liked; but
there is one case in which, so far as is known,
a cure has been effected, since the individual
has been working for the last 15 months and
there is no sign whatever of recurrence. A
complete cure is, therefore, anticipated.

Mr. Sampson: Of cancer?
The MlR{1STER FOR HEALTH: Yes,

or sarcoma. I have here notes from vaflou
doctors as to the results of deep therapy
treatment up to date, and I will read three
of them. Dr. Byrne Johnson writes-

Much benefit, though I originally thought
the outlook hopeless. First series gave sucll
distinct benefit that I have just commenced
another series, and it is hoped to improve
things to such a point that an operation mnay
be done.

Dr. Donald Smith reports regarding a lad
wnle was under treatment previously fromt
July, 1926--

Tumnour almost disappeared and still improv-
ing. Can breathe better through nose. There
is very much less swelling than there was.

Dir. Male, superintendent of the Child-
ron's Hospital, reports--

In the case of a little girl who was in this
institution, she was operated on in April, and
deep therapy was administered in June. Al-
though probably too early to arrive at a de-
finite conclusion, the child when seen in Aug-
ust seemed to he in very good health, She
had put on some weight and seemed happy,
and there wajs no clinical evidence of any re-
currence.

That is to say, evidence of the cancer re-
turning.

Mr. Davy: A case of a child suiffering
from cancer?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Unfor-
tunately we have had eases of cancer in
children tinder three years of age.

Mr. Davy: But cancer of a very differen
brand; malignant growth.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Can
cer nevertheless. There are three distinc
names for cancer, but all three names unfor
tunately represent the same disease. Dr
Atkinson a.nd Dr. Donald Smith have in
formed me to that effect. One, namely, th
cancer known as sarcoma, Dr. Donal(
Smrith is positive in his statement that ii
lie could get patients suffering from that
class of cancer in ita early stages a oompleb
cure could be effected by the deep therap:
treatment.

Mr. Sampson: There are a great wan)
varieties of sarcoma.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes
but if all eases could be treated in their earl
stages great benefit would result. 1 do nol
think there is any thing else I need say aboul
the Medical and Health Department. It it
a department continually asking for, an
getting, and expending, more money, hut ii
is a department where expenditure has tc
be made without much revenue. I hop4
members will not think the expenditure in-
curred is too great. Also I hope that tin
expend itare from a curative point of vieji
will not be increased very much in thf
fature, but that the expenditure from a pre-
ventive point of view will be at least trebled
within the next five years.

MR. SAMPSON (Swvan) [8.16]: It i
ratifying to note the work done for infant
welfare and to remember that it was in-
itiated by the pr-evious Government. 01
course it had to be continued and extended.
and I am glad that is being done.

The Minister for Health: You provided
n subsidy for one year only.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, we take one step
forward and go ahead. I suppose you have
had the same experience of Treasurers. They
do not provide a girant for two years. The
best one can do is to get a rant for one
year. That was what happened in my time.
However, I am glad that good results have
been secured. I am as ratified as is the
Minister at those results. It is interesting
to note the report submitted by the Minister
respecting deep therapy, but it is disap-
pointing to learn that only in a small percent-
age of cases has good resulted. I have heard
of one case in Melbourne. There a lady of 70
years of age received the utmost benefit
from the treatment. She is in the best of
health to-day, although it is now three or
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four years since the treatment was applied.
As to research work, I feel that this should
be carried out in the bigger centres, where the
equipment is more up to date, and where
there are funds available for the purpose. I
regret that the inister did not refer to the
treatment 6f school children in the outer sub-.
urban areas. I am hopeful that not only
in the big city schools and schools in the
larger country centres, but that in all schools
the children will be given this very necessary
service.

The Minister for Health: One of the
school medical officers has been at work ex-
clusively on country schools.

Mr, SAMPSON: We want the smaller
schools also to receive attention.

The Minister for Health: Every school in
the State wvill receive attention.

Mr. SAMPSON: That will Ne very grati-
fying. Hospital finance is a matter of the
highest imnportance. We all realise the dif-
ficulty. We know that upon the public
spirit of the citizens depends to a large ex-
tent the funds available for hospital ser-
vice. The time has arrived when all mem-
bers should urge the provision of funds
either by the imposition of a tax, which prob-
ably is the best method, or by a vote on the
Estimates sufficient to do what is required.
It has been suggested that premium bonds
provide a means whereby hospital services
could be furnished,

Mr. Griffiths: What about Mr. Huelin's
scheme?'

Mr. SAMPSON: It is an excellent one.
If it were adopted, the anxiety of the Min-
ister and others interested in hospital work
would be at a end.

The Minister for Health: Do not say that.
It would not meet requirements by a long
long way.

Mr. SAMPSON: Doubtless under it some
money could be voluntarily contributed.
At present a large section of the people
does not contribute at all, and consequently
the difficulties in providing hospital services
are very great indeed, notwithstanding the
honorary service provided in the Perth and
many other public hospitals. It has been
urged that a lottery is preferable to the pre-
sent method of raising funds. I do not know
that we are reduced to the stage where it is
necessary to depend upon a lottery, but I
agree with the Minister and others that it
would be far better to have a lottery and
devote the proceeds to hospital service, than
to see such large sums of money regularly

sent over to the lottery promoters of the
Eastern States. Until the position is taken
seriously and until the people generally de-
termine that they are not going to stand
for the present method, the officers of the
various hospitals, particularly the Perth Hos-
pital, will have to continue devoting their
time to the securing of funds rather than to
the carrying out of their legitimate duties.
We shall never have the necessary hospital
service until a tax is proposed. If that were
done it would be a great relief and would be
liepful in every way. We should then see
initiated the advantages that follow the pre-
vention of disease, and we should be in an
iuitogether better position than we are in to-
day. I hope the Minister will not think that,
in saying this, I amn criticising him. Not for
a moment. I believe that he looks at this,
niot from a party standpoint, but from the
ritandpoinb of what is best for the people
generally. The niost important question in
Western Australia is that of hospital ser-
vice. If that could be provided many di-
liculties. arising from its non-provision would
end.

MR. GRIFI'ITHS (Avon) (8.251: The
lion, member referred to hospital finance.
The committee of the Kellerherrin hospital,
svith which I am associated, are considerably
perturbed over the proposals put forward
by Mr. Eluelini. I raug up the department
and asked for an outline of Mr. Huelin's
scheme. The information I got contains one
point that I should like to have made clear-
Posiblv the M1inister can enlighten me. in
one paragraph of the latter received by me
it is stated that the scheme evolved would
mean that every hospital would receive 6s.
per dlay for every patient, and that the dif-
ference between the Os. per day and the
actual cost to the hospital would be made
up from a subsidy to be provided by the
Government. The committee of the 'Eastern
Districts Memorial Hospital were under the
impression that they would have to provide
hospital Accommodation free, and in return
would get front this fund 6s. per patient
per day. I understand that the cost per
patient at the Kellerberrin hospital is some-
thing like 159. per day. This letter states
that the difference between the 6s. per day
andsI the actual cost would be made up from
a Government subsidy. Perhaps the Mini-
ister can explain that. There is very little
to be said on the Vote. The Minister has
gone vary fully into the work of the depart-
ment, including the child welfare branch.
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There is one little matter I should like t9
bring under the notice of the Minister, who
referred to the experimental treatment of
cancer. I understand that Dr. Mitchell of
the Wooroloo Sanatorium has been offered
the use of an electrical apparatus for the
experinental treatment of the patients at
WVooroloo, but that he declined the offer of
'ons. Justin Christoflean, on the score that
he was a Government officer in charge of
a Government institution. This apparatus
has been successfully used in ease of lep-
rosy in Siam, and authenticated eases of
consumption have been beneficially treated
by it. Sithee it wans offered gratis to
Dr. Mitchell for experimental purposes, I
rather think the experiment should have
been made; although, on the other hand, Dr.
Mitchell, possibly, is quite right in refusing
to carry out such an experiment at a Gov-
ernment instituton. The Minister may have
beard of this.

The inister for Health: It has not been
put up to me. It is the first I have beardl
of it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I understand that the
.apparatus has been used with great success,
and I know that young Trouchet is in
?rance to-day at the place where the inven-
tor lives, and has cabled to Perth that he
has seen extraordinary things done by this
electroculture, both in respect of animal life
and of flowers. The Minister may make
inquiries. I should be delighted to think T
I had brought under his notice something
likely to be of benefit to the unfortunate
men at Wooroloo. I need not say any more.
Everybody is in sympathy with the Minis-
ter and I congratulate him on the good work
that he is doing and the humanitarian spirit
lie is displaying.

'MR. LATHAM (York) r8.3OJ: 1 amo not
going to detain the Committee; I merely
wish to say that the department is render-
ing very good set-vice and we are gratef i
to the Minister for the statement he made
and the details that he supplied. I would,
however, have liked to see the report of the
department submitted to the House before
we were asked to consider the Estimates. We
get only a biennial report of the work of
the Medical Department. Surely the depart-
partinent is important enough now for a re-
port to lie presented annually.

The Minister for Health: The reason is
that the principal medical officer is not back
from his trip abroad.

Mr. LATHAM: The work of the depart
meat is of such importance that we shoukt
have an annual report.

The Minister for Health: We have had ii
for the last three years.

Mr. LATHAM: I wanted to look up soun
figures and the latest report I could get hok
of was that for 1925. 1 submit that thi
department should publish a report aut
nually.

The Minister for Health: Yes, it shoukt
lie publishied canually.

ilr. LATHAM: When we come to thi
items dealing with the entertainments tax
I hope the Minister will give me an oppor
tunity to say a few words. I complimeni
the Mini~ter on the way in which he sub
mitted his Estimates and I may be permittei
to say that we are all agreed that he htu
done very good work.

MR, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.33]: 1 ha(
hoped that the Minister would have deal
with the future finances of the hospitals
We know that the Minister made an at.
tempt some time ago to finance these in
stitutions by means of lotteries. I sIp
ported him at the time, but the effort failed
and apparently the Minister does not intent
to do anything further in this regard in th4
immediate future. After having perused th4
reports of the department and after havin,
read Mr. Huelin's scheme, I think somethiuj
should he done to place the finncess of thE
various hospitals on a sounder basis thae.
that existing to-day. I am speaking nois
more on behalf of the assisted hospitals
When one goes through the report of tin
Medical Department for the year 1923-24-
so far as I am aware no report has beet
published since that time-and compares thi
assistance rendered to the hospitals at thai
period with what is being done to-day, lu
conclusion must be arrived at that some
thing further should be done. It does nol
seem fair that certain districts should h.
forced to provide for the whole 6f theii
expenditure whilst other districts providi
practically nothing except what they receivE
from the Government and the revenue the.
collect by way of charges made for the treat
wnent of patients. I am aware that hos
pitals in the country have a hard struggle
but it has not been quite so bad since th(
passing of the Workers' Compensation Act
which has enabled the hospitals to collccl
fees fromi patients more than they ever dii
before. -Once a hospital is established in
new district, it is almost invariatbly the cst~
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that within 12 months it is found necessary
to duplicate the buildings because of the
increased demand for aceommodation.
Country hospitals have to find pound for
pound, and that proves a constant drain on
the resources of the people who subscribe.
On going through the report one gets the
different figures and is able to find out what
the various institutions cost. The difference
in some instances is considerable, but that
fact may be explained because some hos-
pitals are small and others have to keep
nurses there and in that way add to the
expense. I have taken out some comparative
figures with regard to the average cost uif
the treatment of patients at the same clasg
of hospitals. These figures very consider-
ably, hut I do not blame the Minister for
that. The report I am quoting from deals
with 1923424, and so far as I know the
figures given there are those that apply at

the present time. I might add that the Miu-
ister was good enough to give me a small
donation towards one of the hospitals in my
district.

The Mfinister for Health: That was be-
c ause the number of patients had increased,
and the hospital was entitled to the grant.

Mr. LIDSAY- The matter I am trying-,
to fathom is whether there is a fixed ratio
for the various institutions. I have taken
five hospitals-Bruce Rock, Goornalling,
Moora, Wyaleatchem, and Wickepia-and I
find that the average rate of subsidy granted
to those hospitals by the Government is is.
2i1. per patient. The costs of these five
hospitals vary considerably and run to as
high as £1 8s. 41d. and down to as low as
10s. 7 1d. The rates of subsidies per
patient per day are-Bruce Rock, Is. 2%d1.)
Goomalling, 93/4d.; Moora, Is- 5d.; Wyal-
cat-bem, 1 1/d., and Wiclepin, Is. 5d. Tt
will be seen that there is no comparison with
the actual subsidy recived from the Gov-
ernment. I have another list that refers
to the hocpitals at Cue, Leonora, Merredir.,
Mt. Magnet and Mfeekatharra, and I find
that the average rate of subsidy per patient
per day there is 7s. 6id. Those are Gov-
ernment assisted hospitals. We have five
hospitals receiving Is. 2d. and on the other
hand five receiving 7s. 6d. Then we come
to Government hospitals and I have taken
Bunbury,' Collie, KRatanning-, Narrogin andI
York. These are Government hospitals of
the same class, as the first five I mentioned,
those in the agricultural districts. Whilst the
first five receive is. 2d. the other hospitals of

the same class receive 8s. 7d. per patient per
day.

The Minister for Health: Are you sure that
Ai good deal of that 8s. 7d. does not include
doctor's subsidyV

Mr. LINDSAY: It sets out in the annual
report, "The total cost excluding D.M.O9'1

The Minister for Health: Yes, but in one
of those hospitals I think we are paying a
subsidy of £300 a year to keep a doctor there.

MY. LINDSAY: I can only deal with the
figures I have before me. When we come
to the Government hospitas, the subsidy per
patient per day is not shown, but the east per
patient per day is shown. In certain of the
hospitals, patients pay fees. We have 265
Government hospitals in the country, and the
average cost at those hospitals per patient
per day is 10s. 6d. I have given the aver-
age cost at 8s. 7d. Another remarkable
statement is that the avenage cost of the
metropolitan hospitals worked out at l0s,
10d, I worked out this average from the
costs as they appear in the report There
should be a more equitable basis of dealing
with Government assisted hospitals. I am
under the impression that with regard to
Government hospitals in the country they
have to find a portion of the money re-
quired for building purposes. One that is,
referred to in the report is Katanning.
The average cost there was 10s. 4d. and the
Government subsidy per day was 7s. ii%d1.
I assume that the Government hospitals
have to pay a proportion of the cost of the
new buildings. Katanning has done that.
The small country hospitals are in much
the same position. They not only have to
find a big proportion of the cost to meet
the general expense of the hospital, bit
they have to bear a proportion of the cost
of re-building. At Goomalling efforts are
being made to build a new hospital at a
cost of Z4,700. The figures I have show
that this district receives only 93/d. per
patient per day, the lowest figure paid in
the State.

The Minister for Health: No, it is not
the lowest.

Mr. LINDSAY: It was then. To-day it
is Is. 4d. Whilst Goomnalling was .93/4d.,
I find from the report that payments were
made at the same time as high as 17s. 7Y2 d.,
l8s. 2d., I-5R. 1id, and 16s. 8 pd., and there
was one instance of £2 12s. 7 /d. There is
always a certain number of indigent pat-
ients, and it naturally follows that the
people of the district have to raise funds
to keep the institution going largely because
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of the numher of patients treated from whom
nothing is received. Further, because of
the very fact that people in the country
start to build hospitals, theme follows in 12
or 18 months time the demand for increased
accommodation. I can prove that especially
in respect of the Wyalcatohemt hospital.
The subscriptions that were raised at
the outset totalled £787 and one would
have thought that with the pound for. pound
subsidy received from the Government, the
Amount would have been sufficient, at any
rate to meet the exigencies of the position
for a few years. Not so, however. In the
following year-1924-another £212 had to
be raised and again in the succeeding year
£398. whilst in 1926 £182 was raised. Then
it became necessary to build nurses' quarters
and the Wyalcatchem Road Board found
£912. Since 1923 Wyalcatchem has raised
£2,627 for time purpose of enlarging the
hospital and the Government also found a
fair Amount of money. In addition to the
subscriptions towards thme huilding opera-
tions, the people have to contribute towards
the cost of maintenance. The Goomtalling
community have been forced into the posi-
tion of erecting a hospital at a cost of
£4,000. As a matter of fact I understand
that the total cost will be £6,000. Regarding
Wyaceatehem, there is still a difficulty about
the wvater supply. Money will have to he
found for that. One cannot help remarking
on the very fine spirit displayed by the
people in those districts who are prepared
to find so much money for the relief of the
sick. But it is probable that that generous
spirit will be affected if the districts do not
get as fair a deal as is given to hospitals in
other parts of the Stale. I am not criticis-
ing the Minister on that score because it is
a practice that has grown lip in the past.
In the list I mentioned, there are to be
found hospitals that have been receiving
patients at the rate of about one per month.
It naturally follows that it is hard to deal
with such institutions, it is easy to start a
hospital, but it is less eagy to close down
an old-established one. Such hospitals cost
a lot. At the same time, I cannot under-
stand why the York hospital, for instance,
should receive 12s. from the Government in
respect of each patient there, whereas at
the next town, the Beverley hospital receives
only 2s. That is what occurs under the
present system. Some better method should
be adopted to raise the necessary finances

to place our hospitals on a reasonable foe
iug. The hospitals in the agricultural are
that I have mentioned should be placed
a much better tooting- than at present.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.46]: As
country member I wish to say a few won
regarding the position of the people in f
outer districts. It is pleasing to hon. met
hers to know that we have such an enthmt
astic Minister in charge of the Health fl
partmnnt. He has done remarkably go
work since he has been at the head of t]
Health Department and I am gratified
hear that he intends to continue his effot
along those lines. It is a matter for ao.
gratulation tbat it is his intention to &F
the country people the same facilities r
garding medical inspections as are enjoya
in thme lar ger towns. The children attendii
schools in the metropolitan and suburbi
Areas receive better medical attention the
is possible under existing conditions in t!
country areas. In the country, and partic
larly at the smaller schools, the childn
may be examined by a medical officer, b
subsequently very long periods elapse b
fore the examination is repeated. In ni
opinion it is necessary for medical inspE
tions to be conducted at least twvice a yet
Diseases can develop rapidly and of In
years miedical science has dist'overd what
important part the eyes, nose, throat ai
teeth play in the health of the risx
generation. After the reports are fiu
nished by the medical officers, it is the du
of parents to see that proper medical .atte

tion is provided for their children. Ye
often parents take no notice of the repoz
upon the condition of their children, wvhi
At times the complaints front which t
juveniles are suffering are such thatt
parents are not in a position to detect.
is necessary for a medical man to examii
the. children before such complaints can
ascertained. It is pleasing therefore to no
that it is the intention of the Minister
have the same medical attention devoted
the schools in the country as has been e
tended to the city schools in the past.
fail to see why the doctors who reside
the smaller towns where there are schoo
should not be authorised to make the necE
sary medical inspections twice a year.
do not know what the cost would amount i
but it should be done in the interests of t
country children.

1694



[8 NOYFINER, 1927,1

The Minister for Health: The children at
the town schools do not receive medical in-
spections twice a year, nor yet once a year.

Mr. BROWN: It would be helpful if
we could get the inspection once a year.

The Minister for Health: I am hope-
ful that in the neatr future every child will
be examined during the school period. If
we do that we shiall do more than most
other countries in the world.

Mr. BROWN: While there may he a
doctor in every country town where there
is a school, it has to be remembered that
there are a number of smoller schools five
or ten miles out from the larger centres and
the children attending those smaller schools
receive no medical attention at all.

The Minister for Health:- Nor does a
doctor inspect town schools under those
conditions either.

Mr. BROWN: To e rpedite mattera,
could not the department instruct local
doctors to carry out the school medical in-
spectional

The Minister for Health: No.
Mr. BROWN: Why?
The Minister for Health:- Is it not part

of their duties.
3&C. BROWN: If the local doctors were

instructed to carry out the medical examni-
nations they woull have to be paid fees.

Mr. Lathamn: Arrangements might be
made by which the medical men could be
subsidised.

Mr. BROWN: I hope the Minister will
give some attention to this phase in the
interests of the children attending the
smaller country schools. We know that
the best migrant we can have is the child
born in Australia, and if we, can safeguard
health in that direction, we shall he doing
something in the interests of Australia.
Regarding the hospital at Pingelly, I am
pleased that the Minister boa provided a
grant and the people have raised about
£800. A building was erected for the hos-
pital towards which the Government paid
£400 and the local people contributed a
like amount. That was a considerable tinme
ago and since then the building has been
lying dormant, I would lbke the Minister
to say what he intends to do with the build-
ing. As the money has been paid over, it
is time instructions were given to carry out
the necessary repairs and make the hos -
pital a going concern. Regarding the finan-
cial aspect of hos3pital work, we cannot get

away from the fact that something will
have to be' done to adequately finance the
institutions. At every little centre through-
out Western Australia people have agitated
for a local hospital. The expense attach-
ing to such institutions is considerable be-
cause they must be staffed, and qualified
nurses cannot he expected to work for a
small fee. The result is that many of the
small hospitals get ite difffiulties and that
emphasises the fact that in the near future
something definite will have to he done to
place them on a sound footing. I regard
the Perth Hospital as a national institu-
tion. We know that patients go there from
all over Western Australia, even from dis-
tricts where there are local hospitals. I
do not know whether the explanation is
that more expert advice is available here,
or whether the facilities for dealing with
various diseases are more up-to-date. Even
the Perth Hospital, which is really a na-
tional institution, has to depend upon vol-
untary contributions.

Mr. Sampson: Every hospital is a na-
tional institution from the standpoint that
it protects public health.

Mr. BROWN: If the Government were
to provide the necessary funds for that
hospital, it would be more eatisfactory than
the existing position under which voluntary
contributions have to be relied upon. The
same applies to the country hospitals as
well. People are always arranging fetes
and so on to raise money for their hospitals,
but the financial aspect will have to he faced
very soon. I cong-ratulate the Government,
and particularly the Minibter himself, on
the good work thbLt he has been doing. I
know that if he had the money at his dis-
posal he would do much morc than has been
possible to date. I hope he will be able to
secure additional funds and continue his
good work.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[9.55]: The Minister gave the Committee
some alarming figures when he quoted from
the reports dealing with the dental exami-
nation of school children. 1. think the Min-
ister said that 90 per cent. of the children
were suffering from diseases of the teeth
in some form or other. That is an appal-
ling percentage, especially if the diseases re-
ferred to are of any magnitude. We should
devote funds to investigate the position re-
garding these defective teeth, and partien-

[F



1696 [ASSEMBLY.]

larly in the direction of research work to
ascertain the cause. We are asked to vote
£167,000 in rouni figures, and a large pro-
portion of that will be for hospital pur-
poses.

The Minister for Health: That is all for
hospital purposes. The vote for health
matters is separate.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There must be some
cause for such u large percentage of de-
fective teeth in the children, and surely with
scientife developmients, it should be pos-
sible to ascertain that cauise, and to effect
remedies. From year to year we shall be
tailed upon to vote sums of money to en-
able attention to be given to the teeth of
our young people, and that will be an ever-
increasing amount unless wie find out the
cause of the trouble. The Minister would
be wvise to set apart funds for research
work. Two or three years ago there was
an alarming report regar~iing the preval-
ence of pediculosis. That gave rise to
annoyance on the part of parents, and I
notice that the matter was dropped after
a few letters had appeared in the Press.
After all, pediculosis is a complaint that
need not exist. Children's heads can be
kept free from vermin by parents with-
out the Government being called upon to
render assistance. It is quite possihle for
people to expect too ucio from the Gov-
ernment. In that particular instauce, the
report was one of the mnost damaging I
have ever heard of regarding the parents of
the children at our State schools. The
whole thing caused such alarm and was so
objectionable, seeing that it looked so bad
for such a report to go forth to the world,
that we have never heard anything more
about it. Has there been any alteration in
that respect?

The Minister for Health: There has
been a wonderful improvement.

Hon. G. TAYLOR.: I am pleased to hear
that.

The Minister for Health: There are two
places only in the State where there is an
agitation about the same thing, and we hope
to remedy the position there.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I. hope tihe Minister
will not relax the departmental efforts in
that direction, no matter what the parents
may say. They should not be considered[
if they allow the heads of their children to
become affected. It is the concern of the
State to look after the health of our sick,

but I am afraid we are prone to look at
it in the wrong way. If we are to do that
properly, we should provide the means by
direct taxation. The charity business and
the various efforts resorted to to raise money
are wrong. The Government find a certain
aumunt of money, but not sufficient to en-
able the work to be carried out. Hence we
see in the streets tickets on sale for various
art unions and other means of raising money.
A big stunt has been in progress in the
interests of the Perth Hospital. I do not
know whether that effort is yet completed.

The Minister for Health: It has six weeks
to go before completion.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It has been running
for along time and I thought it might have
been completed by now. It is to be hoped
the appeal will produce the amount of money
needed. When the Federal Government re-
linquished their entertainments tax we
picked it up for hospital purposes. Last
year the Minister collected something like
£C29,000 under this heading and spent be-
tween £C26,000 and £27,000 of it. That was
of some assistance, certainly, hut it goes
hardly anywhere towards the funds needed.
Last year wve had 77 hospitals that provided
1,187 beds at a cost of £240,526. In 1923
our hospitals provided 940 beds at a cost of
£E175,838. Those are hospitals that the Gov-
ernment financed to a smaller or greater
extent and the increase in three years has
been remarkable. We must realise that this
is a rapidly growing item of expenditure
and the only way to cope with it is by ink-
posing direct taxation. I do not know
whether the Premier has received a deputa-
tion from the associated hospitals, but there
has been a suggestion from that body that
the Government should introduce legislation
xi provide for hospitals by way of taxation.

The Minister for Health: The Premier
sent the deputation on to me.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I represented a
couple of hospitals at the conference. We
accepted a scheme and appointed a deputa-
tion to wait on the Premier with a request
that legislation should be introduced in
keeping with the proposal. Is it of any use
asking whether the Government are likely
to bring down a measure this year?

The Minister for Health: Not this session.
The Premier: We cannot get our ordinary

tax Bill through.

Ron. G- TAYLORt We shall get that
through all right. I do not want the Pre-
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mier to become alarmed about anything that
happened this afternoon.

Mr. Thomson: I thought he rather invited
a scrap.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The ordinary tax Bill
will be all right. The Government should
bring down a policy for direct taxation for
hospitals so that everybody would contri-
bute. That is a fair thing. Under the sys-
tern of street collections the generous people
are giving all the time. There are two hos-
pitals in my district and the workmen there
are contributing as much as 2s. and 2s. 3d.
a week to-wards the upkeep of the local hos-
pital, while thousands of men working about
Perth arc not contributing any-thing directly
to the upkeep of the Perth Hospital from
which they derive a great benefit. That is
not right. The Government should institute
a tax so that the cadging element could be
eliminated and everyone would have to con.
tribute. The Minister spoke of the necessity
for more deep therapy treatment. Some
three or four years ago deep therapy treat
ment had not been proved succesful for the
treatment of cancer.

The Minister for Health: It has not been
proved absolutely successful.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: A few years ago we
beard much of the success of radium for the
cure of cancer. That, however, seems to
have died out. I have not been closely con-
nected with the hospitals for the last three
or four years.

The Minister fot Health: There is more
faith in radium treatment.

lion, G. Taylor: Than in deep therapy
treatmentT

The Minister for Health: No; there is
more faith in radium treatment now than
ever before.

Hion. G. TAYLOR: If deep therapy treat-
ineut proves successful I hope the Govern-
ment will arrange to have the necessary ap-
pliances provided at the Perth Hospital. IL
has been said that the Perth Hospital is thd
State hospital. That is undoubted. In this
State wve 'have a large number of hospitals
with only one doctor and, if there is a ser-
ious operation to be performed, one doctor
cannot do it. He needs another to admin-
ister the anaesthetic.

The Minister for Health: In many cases
the matron administers the anacsthetic.

Ron. 0. TAYLOR: Yes, but efforts are
made to send patients to the Perth Hospital
because the facilities there are much better
than those in a smaller hospital. Conse-
quently we must regard the Perth Hospital

as the State hospital. It is & very fine
hospital. Three or four years ago I went
through some of the hospitals in the Eastern
States. They had not a great lead on our
hospital, and oars has been extended since
then. I do not think it would take long to get
a Bill passed to provide for taxation for
hospital purposes. I venture to say the
great majority of people are absolutely sick
and tired of the present methods of raising
funds for hospitals.

Mr. Lathamn: It would be much cheaper
for everyone.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: All sorts of devices
are adopted to raise money for hospitals.
The present state of affairs is awful, and I
hope the Government will seriously consider
the necessity for introducing legislation this
session.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.9] : I con-
gratulate the Minister for Health and the de-
,partment on the work done during the Jast
12 months. U nfortunately, a great number
of my constituents are too far distant to be
served by the increased number of hospitals.
There are some places without so much as
deceut means of transport to take patients
to hospitals. I am pleased to see an increase
on the Estimates for the school of dentists.
That will mean much to the children in the
South-Wetern district while children in dis-
tant parts will be able to get some benefit
in the near future from the dentists being
appointed. It is agreed that many of the
ills to which the human body is heir arise
from bad teeth, and the appointment of
dentists to attend to the school children
szhould be productive of great good. There
is a slight increase in the estimate for school
inspectors. I hope we shall derive benefit
from their work. The department have done
much work in the last 12 months. I believe
the number of school children medically ex-
minond totalled about 15,000. That is a very
flue record. I hope my constituents will have
an opportunity to participate in that beneft
next year.

The Minister for Health: The School
Medical Officer will start in your district in
January.

Mfiss HOLM AN: I am glad to hear that.
Unfortunately, there are not many dentists
in mny district who are members of
the Odontologic~al Society. To a great ex-
tent we have to depend on travelling dent-
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ists, and the cost to parents for the treat-
ment of children's teeth is very high. I
understand one dentist charges 5s. for the
first extraction and 2s. 6d. for the second.
At such high fees parents cannot afford to
have their children's teeth treated. We have
always had a good deal of trouble at the
bubh landings and in the back districts of
the South-West owing to lack of sufficient
inspection by health officers. I understand
that the Minister has arranged a system of
districts for next year and I hope that under
that system we shall receive more inspection
than we have had in the past. Possibly the
Timber Industry Regulation Act will also
help us. The inspectors under that statute
will doubtless work in with the de-
partmental inspectors. At some of the
bush landings the sanitary conditions
are absolutely revolting. To anyone who
has not been there, they are beyond im-
agination, and how any self-respecting
company can allow such conditions to
continue, I do not know. The bush land-
ings have always been hotbeds of typhoid
fever. If the scheme proposed by the Min-
ister will help us, we shall be very glad to
have it. I congratulate the Minister on the
infant welfare work and the State Psycholo-
gist on her work. It is gratifying to learn
that everything possible will be done to help
her. It may not be possible to give all she
asks immediately, but if we are assured that
the fruits of her work of the last IS months
will not be lost, it is perhaps as much as we
can expect at present.

MR THOMSON (Katanning) [9.14]:
The Minister and the Government might
wvell feel flattered at the words of apprecia-
tion that have fallen from every member
who has spoken on these Estimates. I de-
sire to add my meed of appreciation of the
sympathetic way in which the Minister and
the Government have dealt with the hos-
pital question in the country districts. There
is no doubt it is one thing amongst many
others that are outstanding, namely, the
Government's sympathetic consideration for
country district s. I support the remarks of
the member for Toodyay. The Government
might adopt a more uniform method of sub-
sidising committee snd public hospitals in
the way of maintenaince. It has been the
established policy of Governments to give
a pound for pound subsidy for the erection
of new buildings. That proved very benefi-

cil. It put the various districts on thou
mettle. Instead of asking the Government
to do everything for them, those districts
which have not had the hrnepfit of hospitals
have guaranteed their half of the cost. Some
hospitals have great difficulty in mak-
ing ends meet. Considerable dissatisfaction
exists. People may have to find half the
money for the hospital, and experience great
difficulty in coping with the financial situa-
tion. Some districts have more indigent
patients titan others. A case connected with
the Katanning hospital was recently brought
under my notice. I received a letter from a
member of the Katanning Road Board say-
ing that in the hospital there are at present
eight cases of contagious disease, all hav-
ing come from an adjoining district. It was
calculated that the board's proportion of the
interest on the capital outlay upon the por-
tion of the building, used by those patients
would be approximately £11 for the time
during which that particular ward was be-
inig occupied. The adjoining district does
not contribute anything towards the load
that is being carried by the Katanaing dis-
trict in the matter of finding interest on the
outlay on the hospital. Should these cases
prove to be indigent, it wvill have an effect
upon the Katanning hospital, which is prac-
tically self-supporting, and will also preju-
dice the reputation of the town. I do not
know whether the Minister has had similar
information brought under his notice, hut
I commend this matter to the consideratiou
of his department. I know that the Minister
is governed by the funds that are available.
If he can persuade the Treasurer to subsi-
disc hospital committees, I am sure his ac-
tion will be greatly appreciated in country
districts. The member for Aft. Margaret
dealt with the position as to the raising of
funds. Many people are disgusted with the
present methods. In the metropolitan area
they are particularly appalling. Every
Friday pedestrians in the metropolitan area
have boxes thrust under their noses by ladies
who are collecting for some charitable or-
ganisation. No doubt these ladies are doing
excellent work, and are certainly giving up
their own time to it. The hon. member
is enthusiastic as regards direct taxation.
Possibly at the risk of incurring the dis-
pleasure of many of my own people, I wish
to remark upon the extent to which Queens-
land has benefited by what is called "the
iniquitous Golden Casket."
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Mr. Sampson: It is one of the great in-
dustries there.

Mr. THOMSON: Many people are
strongly opposed to all forms of gambling;
and arc great believers in direct giving.
Many such persons, when it comes to a ques-
tion of direct giving, give but very little.
It is astonishing to note the amount of
money Queensland has been able to collect
for its hospitals. For the year 1925-26 the
sum of L696,716 was raised by the Golden
Casket. The sumi of £E32,500 was paid in
taxation, and £188,298 was paid to the Home
Secretary's Department. From 1922, when
the schemne had its inception, to 1926 the
Motherhood, Children and Welfare Hospital
Fund, which is administered by the Rome
Secretary's Department, received the fol-
lowing amounts.-Paynents to hospitals,
£8S22,211; payment to the Bush Nursing
Associations, £2,016; erection and equip-
ment of baby clinics, maternity services and
nurses' quarters, £C179,203; erection of
creche mid kinderg-arten buildings, £4,725;
prants to charitable institutions £950; sun-
dry payments, £801 ; and the balance-
£:10,017-has already been earmarked for
the erection of maternity wards. We know
that a very large sum of money is going
out of the State every year to Quneensland
and Tasmania per medium of sweep tickets.
Many people in Ibis. State are in fact nk--
ing provision for hospitals in Queensland.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Make it an of-
fence to sell the tickets in this State.

Mr. THOMSON: It i illegal to gamble.
There has never been so much gambling-
in the State as there is to-day. We have
gambling in many forms, all allegedly
in the interests of charity. If assist-
ance were -provided as it is in Queensland,
practically the whole of the money raised
Would go to the fund that was being raised.

Hon. 0. Taylor: We have not the field
to operate in, such. as Queensland has in
New South Wales and Victoria.

31r. THOM1SON: I cannot follow the
bon. member's reasoning. If that were so
this State should not be sending money to
Queensland and Tasmania. During the last
three or four weeks thousands of pouands
have gone to Tasmania.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It always will
go there.

Mr. THOMSON:- The people are not
backing race horses when they send their
money to Tasmatnia or to Queensland. They

are investing their money in a form of gam-
bling in the hope of securing winning ticket&.
I do not frequent racecourses nor follow
horse racing, and i aim not a gambler, bun I
was particularly struck by the Queensland
figures. This morning, when I reached Perth,
I nearly knocked over a box standing on a
small pedescal on the Perth railway station.
On the box were these words, "One penny
w-ill keep the Perth Hospital for two see-
onds." This is one of the appeals that is
being made for that institution. To all in-
tents and purposes we are conducting
what may be termed a State lottery. People
buy a ticket for Is., and if they are fortunate
enough they mnay got a t rip to Java, Singa-
pore or somae other place. That is a distinc-
tion with very little difference. I am in
favour of funds being made available for
our hospitals. The proposal put up by Mr.
Muslin before the conference of Associated
Hospital commnittees. has a great deal in its
favour. Everyone who contributes is to be
allowed to deduct the amount from his ex-
penses if he is obliged to go into the hos-
pital. I wish to thank the Government for
having provided Katanning with such an up-
to-date hospital. Just as the Perth Hospital
is a great coarcaicace for people in all parts
of the State, so is the Katanning hospital
proving a great convenience and comfort to
the people of the surrounding districts. I
visit it very frequently. The patients say
they are very fortunate in having such an
excellent building, and such fine servies ren-
dered to them while they are there. The
statement of the Minister concerning the
condition of the teeth of State school cl-
dren reveals a deplorable position. The
Medical Department should make keen and
searching inquiries in an endeavour to ascer-
tain wvhy so rnny ehildren in this State
suiffer from had teeth. If the teeth are in
good order a person is able to eat well and
digest his food. Every -Minister has dealt
with this department sympathetically, and
done the best he could with the funds at hig
disposal. ft redounds to the credit of the
present Minister and the Government, who
have made a considerable sum available to
the department, that so much good work has
been done. It is true the finances have been
fairly buoyant. The department has been
sympathetically administered. In the pre-
sent Minister we have one who is indeed
sympathetic to a degree, and one whose
example it will not be easy for any other
mann to follow. T have pleasure in extending
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my mneed of appreciation to the Ministe-
and the Government for doing what they
have done for country hespitala.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Public Health, £,34,745-agreed to.

Vote-Public Utilities: Aborigines Cattle
Station (Ireek Budla), £5,360; Aborigines
Cattle Station (Avon Valley), £7,708; Albany
Cold Stores, £e50-a greed to.

Vote-CGoldfields Water Supply Under-
taking) £132,783:

Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Minister
might have told the Committee that for the
first time in the history of this undertaking.
the revenue is greater than the expenditure.
The figures are-expenditure f132,000, re-
venue £171,000. No doubt there is a little
interest drawn from the general provision
of interest, but it would be very little. An
amount of £4,000 is written off because of
the concession in the price of water to the
Kalgoorlie mines. Is that still charged to re-
venue?

Ron. J, Cunningham: Yes.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- That

cannot be continued, because according to
what the Minister shows there will be a pro-
fit of £39,000 this year. The amount should
be a revenue charge. We are boosting the
income of thle undertaking by charging the
£45,000 to the Mining Development Vote,
and thus the undertaking is enabled to show
the profit of £39,000. The Minister is in a
position to reduce the cost of water to the
Kalgoorlie mines in a legitimate fashion, and
he should no longer expect the £46,000 to be
charged as hitherto.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary Min-
ister) : While the undertaking shows that
profit, renewals and repairs are needed for
pipes which have been down for a number
of years. Such expenses are largely met out
of revenue. Eventually the cost of renewals
and repairs will probably come out pretty
evenly with the profit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:' But you show a
-profit.

Hion. 3. CUNNTiNGHAM: Estimates are
Estimates.

Hon. Sir James, Mitchell:. T hope that
will not get into the papers.

Mr. GRIFTHS: T was in 'hopes a!
bearing something as to reasting- the

scheme for the supply of water to agricul
tural areas. With the large increase of eon
aumption there-it amounts to more thai
50 per cent. of the water pumped, the gold
fields consumption being something unde
50-and as the loan has been redeemed, thi
price of water to agriculturists should bi
reduced. In some agricultural districts i
is almost ridiculously high, and pressei
hardly upon new settlers, who ineidentailli
are unable to make full use of the watei
for which they arc rated. I compliment thE
Minister on the manner in which the do
partment have hurried up the payment ol
rates. One young settler whose ease I knom
of had paid £C100 by way of an old debt foi
water which had never been, used. It wai
a debt he had taken over wil: the property
When the current rate notice had been is.
sued to him, the department threatened tc
cut off his water supply because he could
not make payment immediately. The set.
tler, having a decent crop in. hand, thought
he would get the department to hold ofi
until after the harvest; but they cut off his
water. The poor young fellow has since(
passed away. I wrote to the Minister ask.
ing him to use leniency in the ease; I
do not know whether the hon. gentleman
received my letter. I know of many other
cases in which the department have pressed
unduly instead of waitingl until proceeds
from crops have become available. I thank
the Minister for the extension at Bodal-
lin. At the time of the opening of the
scheme the Minister was requested to con-
sider an extension southward. This I hope
will receive mention on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that the de
partment's functioning in the Parkerville,
Darlington and Glen Forrest districts shows
absolute lack of facilities and of new worki
notwithstanding the great need existing for
them. The Parkerville people have offered
to guarantee the department against loss,
In the c-ase of the Greenmount Road
Board's guarantee, notwithstanding that the
supply is within a few miles of York-road,
the department impose a charge of 5s. 6d.
per thousand gallons. The road board in
question guaranteed £50 annually, and it
was suggested that the amount might be
used in water on the York-road. Thai
water the department decided should be
charged at 5s. 6id. per thousand gallons. It
would be a good thing for roads in general
if water could be sprinkled on them dur.
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ing summer; they would stand up better
to heavy traffic. At Parkerville a 11 -inch
pipe runs from York-road to the Children's
Home. In addition, ther. are other con-
sumers of water from that supply. The
scheme is not one that is supported by rea-
son, as the great majority of the Parker-
ville people are unable to obtain a supply
of water. Their position is as it was it
quarter of a century ago, or perhaps at thie
dawn of creation. Parkerville is not at
a great distance from Pertn. and there is a
fairly good train Qervice, with a probability
of a train soon leaving Mt. Helena at 6
a.m. and thus enabling workers at the Mlid-
land Junction shops to attend in time.
Parkerville remnains in isolation because it
has no water supply. At Mft. Helena, which
is further out and at a greater altitude,
water from the goldfields supply is avail-
able. It would be possible at comparatively
little expense to reticulate Parkerville. The
water could come down from 'Mount
Helena by gravitation anti so there would
be no great expense either for the installa-
tion or for maintenance. The people there
are becoming very disheartened. It is a
sad commentary on the censideration re-
ceived by the outer suburban areas, when
a place so close to Mundaring is still lack-
ing this essential facility. It is a distinctly
unfair position, for the people of Parker-
vibl are prepared to meet practically the
whole cost of a reasonably good supply.
Through some misunderstanding on the part
of a departmental officer the work of in-
creasing the supply was not proceeded with.'

The Premier: It is one of the jobs that
ought to have been carried out.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would have been
carried out, but that a departmental officer
did not properl ,y state the position. I do
not blamne the present Government for that.
Indeed it is; not a question of blaming any
Government. The ex-3linister for Works
recommended, and the cc-Treasuirer ap-
proved of the work, but (.wing to a mais-
understandingt it was not proceeded with.

The 'Minister for Lands: When did this
occur?

Mr. SAMPSON: In 3924. Since then
nothing has been done.

The Premier: Apparently nothing was
done before then.

Mr. SAMPSON: Parkerville. Glen For-
rest, and Darlington. were all part of one
scheme. Glen Forrest and Darlington se-

cured their supplies, but Parketville is still
awaiting one. The department is charging
the Greenmount Road Board 5s. 6d. per
thousand gallons for water poured on to
the York-road. Yet it was arced that the
rate to be charged. Darlington and Green-
mount should he 2s. 6d. However, even a
charge of 5s. 6d. is to be preferred to the
position of the peo0121 of Parkerville who
have no water supply except what comes
through a 1 /-inch pipe. Several deputa-
tions have waited on the Minister, but so
far nothing has been done.

Mr. 'Mann: Did not somebody discover a
gold mine there?'

Mr. SAMPSON': Right through the
ranges there are indications of gold, but it
has never been found in payable quantities.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! These are
not the Mining Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSONK: I have spoken of this
lack of water at Parkerville session after
session.

The Premier: You are getting used to it
now.

.%r. SAMPSO'X: I can only repeat that
it is very unfortunate and that the people at
that centre have no occasion to feel grateful
to the Goldfields Water Supply administra-
tion.

Air. CORBOY: 1 hope the Government's
expressed sympathy with the settlers at Vil-
gan will result iii some tangible beneft this
year. I know we must wait for the Loan
Estimates to learn what the proposals are,
but I desire to draw attention to the fact
that the position there is rapidly becoming
acute. The Government Statistician's esti-
inate of the returns from this year's crop-
ping in the Yilgarn district is nearly 000,000
bushels. Considering this is only the third
year of settlement, it is a magnificent result.
But the settlers if they are to progress must
stock their holdings as well ats grow wheat,
and they eannot do that without water.
Many of them are still carting water con-
siderable distances and have not made pro-
vision on their holdings for water because
the Agricultural Bank quite properly has
discouraged them from doing so, thinking
that in a district through which the gold fields
water main runs, it would tie betler to serve
the settlers from the main rather than have
them instal inclivirlual catchnx'nts that prob-
ably would fail in the dry season. The posi-
tion is rapidly becoming aetute and after
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this year it will be absolutely necessary to
give those settlers some water service. This
year they have over 60,000 acres under crop
for an estimated return of 13.7 bushels per
acre average for the whole district, or
880,000 bushels. They must have a& water
supply with which to carry on. That area
is drier than most of the settled agricultural
areas, and probably more subject to years in
which it will not be possible for them to fill
their dams. I hope that before the settle-
ment proceeds south from Southern Cross-
it has already started-or at all events be-
fore it reaches large proportions, the men
in the localities now settled will have water
supplies, at their disposal. I do sincerely
trn4t that provision will be made on this
year's Loan Estimates to give them a water
supply to enable them to carry on. For if
it is not done this year we shall be faced
with the difficulty of having a huge settle-
ment southwards to deal with. The difficulty
of providing them all with a service in the
quickest possible time will only be accentu-
ated through our having the increased numn-
ber to deal with. I hope the Minister witl
he able to make provision on this year's Loan
Estimates for those settlers who have carried
on for three years under most diffienit con-
ditions.

Mr. BROWN : T desire to draw
attention to the poor quality of water we
are receiving in Pingelly. I believe the
Minister for Works has tasted it. and in
consequence will bear out what T say.
We zet our supply from the Hothamn River.
The water is hard and brackish and by the
time, it runs throngh the pipes, to Pingelly
it is nitf sles Yet we are paying 39s.
;n the pound for that water. Dozens of rate-
pavers are not iisin~e a rallon of it. There
;Q notluina theyv can do with it. for it will
even kill lawns. T must admit that last
yeair the Government placed on the Esti-
mates £400 for makinz fres1h inspections of
rock eatclbmpnts. Engineers were sent out
nd their report came along- the other day.

They had only sufficient money to ins;pect
one series of rocks, and their estimates are
£51 .000 for the installation and £9,00 for
t'he reticulation, or £60,000 in all.

The CHTAIRMAN: The water you are
referrins- to will come under another rote.

',%r. BROWN: What was in ray mind was
that we should get the zoldflelds water
scheme extended down there. Tf T am out
of order T will speak on a later division.

The CHAIRMAN: You can make that
suggestion about the goldields water scheme.
I thought you were criticising the Pingelly
supply.

Mr. BROWN : We have the goldfields
water scheme within 30 miles of Pingelly.

The Premier: That is a pretty long dis-
tance.

Mr. BROWN: The goldfields water sup-
ply scheme could well be taken to Pingelly.
It would serve Brookton and Mt. Kokehy,
and everyone adjacent to the pipeline, I
wish the Minister would get a report upon
it and ascertain what the cost would be.

The Premier: After he gets the report
the trouble will be to get the money.

Mr. BROWN: I hope the matter will be
taken into consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Kalgoiorlie Abattoirs £2,608-
raqrced to.

Vote-Metropolitan A4battoirs and Sale-
yards, £,27,879:

Mr. SAMPSON: Are the latest methods
oft killing now used at these abattoirBI

The Premier: The very latest methods aire
used there.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some criticism wats lev-
el]led at the killing methods there, and I am
glad to know there hag been an improve-
ment.

Mr. LATHAM: A big revenue comnes. from
these abattoirs. The charges must be blab
to produce £48,000 last year. Ts the revenue
in exce~s of what is required for intereA
and sinking fund cbarges9 If so, the con-
.snmers must be pay inz a considerable
amount for the services4 that are rendered.

Vote put and passed.

Vat ,-HW tropo~ian Wat er Snppl.21. qeir-
eraqe and Drainayge Department. E 144.311:

Honi. G. TAYLOR: Ts it intended to sewer
that portion of Oxford-street which is not
now sewered? I notice that the scheme is
eoinz out as far as TLftus-qtreet, hut no new
section has been sewered in Oxford-street.
Is; there a chance of that work heinZ pro--
vided for on the next lonan F1timatesY

The ItTNISTER FOR WA'RiT<R: T cannot
qay what new areas will hie provided for
until the Loan Estimates are completed.
There are mnyn demands for works to he
carried out. anid it is a qnestion of how the
allocations can he made by the Treasurer.
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Hion. G. Taylor: Last year the Minister
said the Leederville end would be done.

The MINIISTER FOR WORKS: We are
doing a block up there now, but I cannot
say how far we can continue the work this
Year.

31r. J. Maechlum SMITH: The water
supply in the metropolitan districts, partic-
ularly North Perth, is very unsatisfactory.
I believe that the 'Minister has said the de-
pertmnent are doing their best to remedy the
evil, and that expert chemists were being
appointed to improve the mnethods. I fail to
see any provision for the appointment of
those experts, and I should like to know
what is being done. The matter is a serious
one for the people. The supply is unsuit-
able for domestic purposes, destructive to
clothing and expensive to use. After all
these years the Minister should be able to
give us a definite statement on the matter.
The continuation of the system of meters
is also undesirable. It is a costly means of
collectig a few thousand pounds. The
am1tount collected from excess water is not
great, but something like £C160,000 is sunk
in meters. The interest upon that would
absorb most of the revenue collceted from
exe4s water. The meter system should be
abandoned. The installation of deep drain-
age in parts of my electorate seems to have
been stopped, and people ar e continuing
with the old system. Only a small section
of the deep drainage scheme has so far been
completed. It is time we had some pro-
nouncement on the subject.

'Mr. E. B. JOHfNSTON: If meoter, are
going to be abolished, I urge that this re-
form should have general application. Theke
are, fine garden lands in the Great Southern.
If meters are abolishbed J hope people in the
cotntntn- will lie able to enjoy the same hene-
fib as those who live in the metropolitan
o rep.

Mr. X. ORTWf The Minister gave uq some
information recently concerning the inten-
lions of' the dep'irtment in extending the
deep) drainaire .w-tem. Last session an Act
wa,; iassed allowing local authorities to in-
sti l eir own septic tanks. They are not
uillin~ t Io go on with this work, which would
say.' the department a lot of money, because
of thle uncertainty a-s to how soon the flov-
eriunent drainage schepme will follow. I
shonld he glad if the Minister would say how
lie feels disposed towards the local authori-
ties in this matter. Tf he said he would post-
pone the deep drainage for 10 or 15 years,
he wonld relieve them of anxiety on the

pouint. Seeinlg that some years must pass
before the city is fully sewered, it would be
of great advantage if all the loca authorities,
including the Perth Road Board, inaugur-
ated the septic tank system that is so suc-
cessful. in Adelaide and other cities. An
officer of the City Council who has recently
1*el Lied from the Easterni States was favour-
ably impressed by the use of this --mll ap-
paratus in the outer suburbs of Eastern
States capitals. It is of no benefit to any
j4'r25 juthori,, or householder, if after
sI ending the money involved in installing the
septic tank system the deep drainage comes
along within three or four years, and adds
to the burden of the ratepayers. It is true
that about 75 per cent. of the money spent
on the septic tank system can be used to-
wards the cost of connecting up with
the deep drainage system. No one is
anxious to incur that expense if with-
in a little while all the houses arc
to be connected with the Government scheme.
Although I believe the department -would
not actually extend their works unless the
request came from the local authorities, yet
to put my district right I1 would be glad if
the Minister would state his intentions in
cases where the local authorities set out a
whole area on a proper septic tank system.
Suich a system would in any case result in
at thorough cleaning-up of the metropolitan
district. A definite policy should be stated
so as to correlate the sewerage of all the
su;burbs. In fact, millions, of pounds are
involved, and these could be wvell spent in
other directions, because deep siewerage of
the metropolitan area, in which there is esti-
mated to he room for six millions of people
-the same population as that of London-
munst be beyond the means of metropolitan
residents foir the next 15 or 20 years.

M,%r. KENNEALTJY: Is it; intended to ex-
lend the deep water drain in East Perth?
The drain bus been left practically at a dead
end, with the reqIait that when the waters
come down neighhonrinz properties are
flooded. The City Council are prevented
from ext ending streets. and properties are
filled in to the utmost extent they can be,
until the drain lias received attention. Fur-
ther! the City Council are prevented from
giving access to that part of the elect~rate
by reason of the fact that one of the main
streets crossing the drain cannot be com-
pleted unless it is pulled up again so
that the drainage work may be effected.
After the winter rains the ground in the
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vicinity of the drain becomes a succession
of puddle holes. The drain has been stunted
onl its road to the river, and the sooner
money can be provided for its extension
beyond the Jewell-street crossing the sooner
will that portion of the city be given the
opportunity to develop as it should.

Thle 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: As to
the appointmtent of a chemist, referred to
by the member for North Perth (Mr. Mac-
Callum Smith), Ihe chemist is engaged under
the Glovernment Analy' st, Dr. Simpsou. Dr.
Simpson is the ollicer we hold responsible,
butl the chemist has been allotted to him to
specialise on the question of metropolitan
water supply, under which vote hie is pro-
vided for. As to meters, I wish we were in
a p)ositiont to invite metr'opolitanI residents
to use as much water as they could to beaui-
tify their homes, make gardeas and( so forth;
but we shall not be in a position to do that
for at least 20 years, according to depart-
mnental estimates; and possibly tile city will
grow so much in 20 years that at the ex-
piration of t hat period consumers of water
may still find themselves narrowly' restricted.
Without nwetcr' there would not hie enough
water to npl P' v the netropoli tni, area dun'-
ing winter, let alone nmnier. The objeet
of meter, i, to rpstriet the Ilse of water.
Without tbe,,, there would not be enough
water for domestic Jpuiposcv. all round. The
only inen, of preventing a great shiortagv
of water in the metropolitan area is meters:
that is, until there has been an opportunity
to put the big- hIll seheine throughb. It is
expected that 7.000 meters will be installed
during the next few months. We hope to
get 70 or SO per' cent. of the service metered;
so far we have had only' 40 per cent. With
so many new buildings going upI and so
many people desirous of getting lawns es-
tablished, the sprinkler, in the absence of
a meter, never stops hut goes on night and
day. with the result that in summer people
on the hizli levels get no wvater at all.

'Mr. J. Mfaechum Smith: But why should
the scemne take 20 years?

The MIITRFOR WORKS: The big
reservoir at Canning is expected to take six
or eizht years to construct, partly owing to
tinaineial considerations. It will hold about
four times as much water as Mundaring
Weir. Looking to the future, I cannot see
there is any possibility of restricting the
meters, and the only hope we have of giv-
in- aI decent water supply is by having

meters. It is merely a question of checking
the supply, not of metering. Apart from
that . do not regard it from the financial
point of view at all. As to the question of
sewerage, activities under that heading are
dealt with under the Loan Estimates. This
applies also to the storm water position
mentioned by the member for East Perth
(Air. Kenneally). It is impossible to say
what will be done until the Loan Estimates
are finalised and they are being considered
at present. The vote under consideration
now deals merely with salaries and with ad-
ministration. When the Loan Estimates arc
before the Committee I will take the opper-
tuinity, as the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) suggested, to give some idea as to
what attitude we will adopt regarding future
sewerage op erations.

Vote put and passed.

V'ole - Otlher hydraulic undertakings

chargeable to revenul0~ 31,650:

Mr. BROWN: I wish to draw attention to
the poor water supply at Pingelly. The sup-
ply is drawn from the Hotham. River, wherne
the water is brackish. By the time it reaches
Pingelly through the pipes, it is impossible
for manl or beast to use the water. The pipes
are so rusted that it is impossible for one
to lean against the uprights without danger
of them breaking through. The position is
serious. The people there have to pay a
water rate of 3s. ini the pound and the town
is rated on the capital value. I pay so much
per year that if I were to erect a 1,000 gal-
lon tank each year, in about three or four
years I wvould have all the water I required,
but at the same time I have to pay the
'ate, whether .1 use the water or not. When
Efirst went to Pingelly I was charged

for excess water, hut I found that it killed
all the plants and adversely affected the
lawns as well. The result is we get no
excess water niow, except for the bowling
green and a small park. The Govern-
ment provided £400 in order to enable en-
gineel's to itmake an inspection of the rock
catchments in the district. The money was
only sufficient for one inspection to be made
and the report showed that a scheme by
which water would be secured from that
catchment would cost £60,000. There are
other rock eatchment areas but, owing to
the inadequacy of the grant, the engineers
could not report on them. It is possible that
a good holding ground would be found at



[8 Novntnnu, 1927.] 1705

one or other of the remaining rock catch-
tuents. The Coolgardie water pipes are with-
in 30 miles of Pingelly, and I do not know
what it would cost to convey the water from
B~everley. I have been informed that if the
water were taken beyond Beverley, the
pipes between Northamn and Beverley would
have to be increased in size. The Govern-
ment had done good work in regard to rock
catchuxents. In Kondinin there is a beauti-
ful suplply drawn from the rock catchmnent
there, but I understand the townspeople ob-
ject to the rate that has been imposed, which,
I believe, amounts to 3s. in the pound. They
have a beautiful supply of water, hut if they
had to pay the same rate and get the water
we have in Pingelly, I do not know what they
would say.

Mr. E. 13. Johnston: The exorbitant valu-
ations are the cause of the trouble.

Mr. BROWN: That may be so. I know
that the banks, hotel and other laige build-
ings at Pingefly arc rated upwards of £30
a year, and yet they do not use sixpenny-
worth of water. If the supply were a good
one, a considerable quantity would be used
in connection with the gardens. I believe
the Pingelly people would be in pocket if
they scrapped the present scheme and put
down a number of wells in the district to
keep the stock going. I would like the Gov-
ernment to authorise an inspection of the
rock catehmnents west of Pingelly. I hope
the Minister will be able to do something for
the people there, and also to ascertain if it
would be practicable to provide a supply
from the Coolgardie scheme through Bever-
ley.

Mr. FERGUSON: The township of Moore
is absolutely without water supply. I be-
lieve it is the only town of its size and im-
portance in Western Australia that is in such
a position. Many efforts have been made
during the last 30 years to secure a supply,
but failure attended each attempt. The de-
partinental officials endeavoured once or
twice to provide a water supply. Through
lack of local knowledge they have always
failed to furnish us with that essential comn-
modity. On one occasion the department
proposed to construct a dam in a certain
area where they were told insufficient water
would be available. After some time had
been spent in making tests, they gave up
the proposition and took the advice of local
people that they could have followed earlier
and thus saved expense. On another occasion
they proposed to construct a dnm in the river

and, had it not been for the public outcry, it
would have been done, and a supply would
have been available that would have been un-
fit for consumption because the water
in the river is so salty. At the out-
break of the war the Governemant of
the day on the report of the Government
Geologist were prevailed upon to put down
a sub-artesian bore to test the district. It
cost, I believe, £8,000 or £:9,000, but was
never completed. The people of Moora are
desirous that another bore should be put
down so that the district might be thor-
oughly tested for sub-artesian water. If such
a supply does exist, the farmers would at
onice make use of it in order to carry more
stock. I have brought this under the notice
of the Minister, but so far I have failed
to get anything done. A little time ago a
proposal was made to put down some wells
and reticulate the town from that supply.
However, the residents will not have any-
thing to do with it, for they believe there is
not sufficient water there. The department
proposes to enter into an agreement with the
local people, who will be asked to pay a cer-
tain rate for reticulation from this source,
but the people will not listen to it. The task
devolves on the department to supply Moora
with water. The peqple are willing to pay
for it. They are quite used to paying for
everything that they get.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you do not
pay for what you do not get.

Mr. FERGUSON: We have paid for a
lot of things that Northam and other places
have had. I urge on the Minister the neces-
sity for supplying Moone with water. I
have been there for some 30 years and I
know that numerous attempts have been
unsuccessfully wade to get a water supply.

Air. GRIFFITHS: I should like to ass:
the Minister what has been done in regard
to providing flood gates to regulate the flow
in the Avon River at flood time. I think
the Minister will be able to enlighten us
on this point. I would again enl'ha~ise the
charges for water supply on agricultural
extensions from the main. The original loan,
we know, has been redeemed, the scheme is
now our own, and while there may be re-
placements% to be made in the pipe line, still
it is ine we had a reduction in the charges,
especially to those settlers a long way out
from the pipe line.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I desire to clea~r up a
misunderstanding that arose during the eec-
tions. It was in relation to the Edjudina
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dam. I find from the files that when the I earne to Perth 1 rang up about it and they
darn was transferred in August, 1925, it was
arranged that it should be kept in good
order. There is nothing later on the file, ex-
cept a letter from me in February of this
year. I was of opinion that it was always
the function of the lessee to keep the dam
in order, that being the ordinary agreement
with the (jovernuivi for wvells rind darm
when handed ovtr to other people. In Feb-
ruary I wrote to the department find I gOt
a reiply from Air. Mont, the Unlder Secre-
In ty, dated 9th March. It reached I ae a!
Laverton, three or tour days later. Mr.
2 lunt wrote-

I lhave by direction tu acknowledge receipt
of your letter of the 25th ultimo regarding
the condition of the Government dan, at Edju-
dmna. I have to inform you tbat the tank
is leased, and that in accordance with the
agreement the lessee' agrees to maintain in
good working order thne condition of the tank
and equipment at his own cost.

That, of course, was what I had been ex-
pecting. I received that on about the 12th
or 14th March. A couple of days before the
election my opponent came through the dis-
trict. He told me that where I had failed
in moy duty as a member for so many years,
it had fallen to his lot to get things done
that I could not get done. He said I had
unsucessfully made an application but that
all he had to do was to speak to tbe Minister
in Kalgoorlie and the work was put in hand.
I did not believe that and when speaking
in his presence at the meetizig, I said it was
a misunderstanding and that he was inclined
to impose on the credulity of the electors.
I said that I had a letter from the Under
Secretary, Mr. Munt, explaining that the
tank was leased and that under his agree-
ment with the Government the lessee had to
keep it in order. My opponent then said he
did not believe Mr. Munat's letter and that
if he got in Mr. Munt would be rooted out.

Mr. Thomson: What a lucky escape Mr.
Mont had.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes; my opponent
was a blustering sort of chap. He made
the statements, not at Edjudina where the
dlam is, but at Laverton, where Mr.
Cunningham, the Honorary Minister, is
just as well known and respected as he is
in any other part of Western Australia.
The people of Laverton, knowing Mr. Cun-
ninghiain, believed me and disbelieved my
opponent. They said, "If Cunningham
wouldn't do it for Taylor, he wouldn't do it
for you merely as propaganda work." When

said the work was put in hand.
Hon. J. Cunningham: It was never put

'in hand. Who told you that?
Ron. G. TAYLOR.: I think the reply was

that the work was to be put in hand, but
that the flood had stopped it.

Hall. J1. Cunningham: The work wva, not
to be put in hand.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But I think your
letter said it was to be put in hand.

lRon. J. Cunningham: I did not say any-
thing- of the kind.

Hon. Q. TAYLOR: I understood the Ron-
orary Minister had promised him to get the
work done, hutl I did not believe his state-
menit. [f the Minister tells me that it was
not to be put in hand, I must accept his
assurance. The following letter was written
onl the 13th March:

Whilsit at Kalgoorlie recently a request was
submitted to me that the Edjudina tank, which
is now dry, should be cleaned out. I was given
to understand that the tank is leased to a
Mr. btreen, pastoralist, hut prospectors a
sandalwood pullers draw their supplies from
it. I think if the engineers get into touch
with Mr. Green, arrangements could be made
for the local people to clean out the tank and
thus obviate the department's sending men
and gear to such a distance. Will you please
take the matter up accordingly? S8gd. 3as.
Cunningham.

M\enl wvent out there from Kookynie to un-
dertake the work.

Honl. J. Cunningham: You are wrong in
that because there is no authorisation for
expenditure o:; the file. How could they go
out if they wvere not authorised?

Hon. G. TAYLOR1: I only want the Mini-
ister to say that. I am only repeating what
my opponent said. The rains came on andi
the tank was filled in a fewv hours. I made
inquiries and was told the wvork was to be
put in haind. According to the file, the Min-
ister was met in Kalgoorlie. hutl there is
nothing to show by whom he was, met. The
Minister is well known in Laverton and Aft.
Morgans, and it is not rieghl that a Atate-
meat should be made that he. for the par-
pose of getting a few votes for a supporter,
(lid that sort of thing-. Aly opponent men-
tioned on the same orcasion several other
things that lie said he had got done, but in fact
they were not done. He said M.\r. Munt was
anl enemy of the minister and of the Gov-
ernment and, if he was returned, 'Mr. Munt
wvould be pilt out. The present Minister for
Aar~ieulture was Miniqter for Mines at the
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time, and he was to be put out, too. If that
man had been returned, he was not sweet on
the Premier, either.

The Premier: Lt is just as well for us
that you beat him.

lion. 0. TAYLOR: The Minister might
be able to clear the matter up. I do not
want the electors to be under the impression
that the M3inister did something that I feel
sure he would not do.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister) : I admit that the Pingelly
water supply is very much as the mem-
ber for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) said, but
it was provided many years ago. since
then, 1 understand, quite a large amouut of
clearing- has been done in the adjaeent coun-
try, with the result that the salinity of the
small creeks. and streams flowing into the
eatebment has increased considerably. The
result is that the water supply has a much
higher salinity now than it had when the
work was first completed. The hon. member
mentioned that the department were fully
alive to the wants of the district. Only re-
cently a sum of money was set aside to
ascertain the estimate for providing an adie-
qunte water supply for the town. The hon.
member is already aware of the contents of
that report. It is impossible to pro-
.side at scheme for Pingelly at a cost of
£60,000 because the ratepayers could not
raise the necessary annual charges. The
member for Mfoore (MAr. Ferguson) pointed
out that the Water Supply Department had
already offered to provide a supply for that
town, but the local people would not have
it. The position is that a scheme was out-
lined, and it was found that the maximum
-rate of 3s. in the pound struck on the annual
value of the town property would not pro-
vide sufficient for the annual charges. The
road board were approached with a view to
their providing the money or putting up a
proposition. Finally the people of Mloora
declined to have the scheme on their winds.
What they asked was that the department
should put down another bore to locate an
artesian or sub-artesian supply. The hon.
member has been notified within the last few
days that there is no chance of the depart-
ment going on with the work. The member
for York (Mr. Griffiths) spoke of the ex-
tensions from the 30-inch main into the agi-
cultural areas and he appeared to be all at
sea. He asked for a reduction in the price

of water supplied by those extensions. on the
ground that the goldfields water supply loan
had been repaid. Surely the lion, member
must be aware that no charge is nmde for
the water from that scheme. The only charge
made is a rate sufficient to pay interest,
sinking fund and maintenance on the exten-
sions. The settlers accepted the extensions
with their eyes open and niny of themn are
fortunate in receiving water at a very low
rate. A majority of them are now enabled
to stock their holdings, and I have heard
it said by members sitting on the Opposition
benches that the wool proceeds from the
sheep they are now able to run return more
than sufficient to pay the charge for water.
The agriculturists whose holdings have been
connected with the goldfields scheme are for-
tunate indeed. The member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Hon. G. Taylor) certainly did write
to the department, as the file discloses, and
asked that something be done in the way of
cleaning out the Edjudina dam. That wag
on the 9th March.

Hon. G, Taylor: No, it was replied to on.
the 9th March.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is so.
When the reply was sent out, I was in KaL.
goorlie- The bon. member knows that the
departmental officers, realising that he
wanted a reply, furnished the only possible
reply. When I was in Kalgoorlie I met
somne people from Ejudina, who told me
the tank was dry and that it would be an
opportune time to have it cleaned out. I
cent word to the Under Secretary outlining
the facts,' and asking him to act accordingly.
That meant he would have to obtain a re-
port and ascertain whether it was possible
to undertake the work. The Under Secre-
tary drew miy attention to the fact that
there was a clause in the agreement between
the pastoral company and the department,
providing that the lessee should maintain
the tank in good order and condition. The
liability of the department, therefore, ended
when that agreement was entered into. ThcL
obligation was on the lessee to have the tank
cleaned out, and lie has been notified ac-
cordingly with a view to keeping him up to
the agreement. While this matter was under
consideration there happened to be eight
or ten inches of rain, and I understand the
lank has since been full. I am not respon-
sible for the remarks of the opponent of
the member for Mt. Margaret at election
time. Some candidates make extraordinary
remarks on such occasions. The bon. mn-
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her has been long enough in Parliament
to realise that very often one can attach hut
little importance to reniarks that are made
at random during an election campaign.

lfin. GI. Taylor: 'Ile put you in a bad
lit, but I am glad it has been cleared up.
ion. J. CUNNIINOHAM:Ll MNuch depends

on how a person views such a matter. I am
sure the hon. member would Dot bring him-
self to think that I would stoop to do such
a macan thing dluring his absence.

Hon. G. Taylor: I defended you and de-
nied it.

Hon. .1. CUNNINGHAM: The member
for Avon referred to the overflow from the
salt lake., into the Avon River. An engineer
visite~d the place to collect the necessaryv
data, to enable the department to be pos-
sessed of information as to the position.
Beyond that report nothing has been done.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Perth City MarIkets, E650-a greed
go.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.65 p.m.

Zcol!attne Council.
Wednesday, 9th November, 1927.

=aio Raway routes .L t fabsence.. ..
Bils: Loan sad Isrnrlbed Stiock (slnltg tmrd).

Sn., passed3
Bocing R~estrlctton, ORt..........
Uloapltb Re"~............
State Children Act Amendment, Corn. ..
state Insurance, is................ ...
Rkailway Discoatntnune. 2Rt. -... .......
Constitution Act Amendment, 2R...........

1'sE
1708
1701

1708
1708
1708
1715
1715
1721

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY ROUTES.
Sandstone and Leonora to LGWZCTs.

Ron. EK H. HARRIS asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Will he lay on the Table the 1911
i-eport of the 'Railway Advisory Board on

the railway routes from Sandstone to Lam
lersl

The CHIEF SECRETARY repliei
Yes, if the House so desires. I suggest ti
-hon. member move for the production
the paper.

LEAVE or ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. E.L Rose, leave of a]

seace for three consecutive sittings grante
to Hon. W. T. Glasbeen on the ground
urgent private business.

BILLS (2)-TID READING.
1, Loan and Inscribed Stock (Sidnin

Fund.)
Passed.

2. Racing Restriction.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL--HOSPIETALS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-TATE CHnIDRENr AOIT
ABMNDENT.
In committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honorar
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Amendment of Section 15:
The HONORARY MINISTER: I mov

an amendment-
That the following paragraph be added:-

"Subsection (2) of Section 15 of the prix
cipal Act is amended by the omlission of tb
words 'and reformatory' and of the words 'e-
tablisbed before the commencement of thi
Act.' ''

The clause repeals Subsection 1 of Seetlo
15, but retains Subsection 2; and thi
amendment, as has been pointed out by M
Lovekin, is necessary to hilt mattersi
order.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, a
amended, agreed to.

Clause 6-Amendment of Section 34:

Hon. A. LOVEKtIN: I ask the Committe
to omit this clause. The Children's Coui
say that if a child is to be released on prc
bation or taken away from an industrit
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